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Back to the
{ ALBYN SCHOOL UPDATE }

The film “Back to the Future” featured a once futuristic but 
now dated sports car – a DeLorean – fuelled by plutonium 
to allow time travel. While I doubt our new Engineering 
Science Centre will produce anything that exotic (but 
who knows.....?) it will provide a valuable additional 
resource to our teaching in this important area. 

We record again our grateful thanks to 
Sir Ian Wood and the Wood Family 
Foundation for their very generous 
support for this facility. We look 
forward to a formal opening 
ceremony later in the year.
_

Boarding was long a feature of Albyn, from as 
early as 1869. Some parents and definitely some 
F.Ps. will recall when 21 was the Boarding House, 
as it had been since 1920, a year before the 
School moved in next door at No. 19, although 
the first of several boarding houses off the 
school site had opened in 1883. Having looked 
back, I look to the future. We have acquired 
use of a house which can accommodate up 
to 10 pupils aged 16 and over (the current regulations for 
younger pupils do not, at least at present, make it sensible for us to jump 
into provision for under 16’s). This will help maintain the school role, but more importantly 
the reintroduction of boarding gives an opportunity for existing parents, if relocated (not unusual 
in the fluid Aberdeen economy, especially just now) not to disrupt their children’s education as 
they approach the critical U5 exams. Moreover, in a School already culturally diverse, boarding will 
expand the horizons of the pupils if we manage to attract boarders from both the UK and beyond.

Although the advertisement in the Aberdeen Journal of 7th August 1867 says “Miss Warrack will 
resume teaching on 15th August” implying she had been teaching prior to then, and aspects of the 
Warrack family history suggest she may have been teaching for quite a number of years previously, 
1867 is taken as the year of foundation of what has become Albyn School. Next year we will therefore 
celebrate 150 years of Albyn – something to look forward to. The School are busy laying plans 
which I am sure will involve the whole Albyn family – pupils, staff, parents, F.Ps., and perhaps even 
Governors. We may look back over 150 years but we will definitely be looking to the future too.

» Mr George Esson
 Chair of Governors
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EDITORIAL

Schools never age. As one generation of Albyn pupils leave to enter the adult world and take up their places in Higher 
Education or training, another generation takes its place to keep the School ever youthful. This year’s Albyn Review 
seeks to fully capture the vitality of School life. For example, you will read about our Nursery children ‘graduating’ 

from the Toddler Unit, find out what our Lower School pupils have learned about both the natural environment 
and past cultures, and gain insight into the advance and innovative teachings within our Upper School. 

. Dr Long .

While some teaching and learning experiences are similar 
each year, new challenges, opportunities and achievements 
continue to present themselves. The Review records how 
Albyn School uniquely broadens pupils’ horizons year on year 
in many different ways. For example our annual Activities Week 
trips this year included Lower 7 pupils visiting Normandy, and 
Upper School pupils travelling to London, Barcelona, Iceland 
and Croatia. Whilst broadening cultural horizons provides one 
dimension of pupils’ education, it is also important that they 
learn about our home country of Scotland and the challenges 
our own society faces. The Modern Studies visit to Peterhead 
Prison gave some of older pupils an insight into how our penal 
system works and the difficulties in criminal rehabilitation. 
We also want pupils to have a good understanding of the 
commercial world that they will soon enter, so have introduced 
both Higher and Advanced Higher Business Studies and AS 
and A Level Economics as subjects for them to choose from. 
This has led to an increased interest in all things financial 
which has extended beyond the classroom and you will read 
in the Review about pupils involvement in many competitions 
associated with entrepreneurship, accountancy and economics. 

As always, evidence of pupils’ musical and artistic skills are 
also to be found in the following pages. These can be seen 
through images of the pupils’ fashion designs, and reports on 
the School’s numerous music concerts. The standard of music 
performance has been quite remarkable this year and pupils 

are now benefiting from the world class instrumental teachers 
and performers who are visiting and working with the school. In 
other artistic endeavours, I found this year’s drama production, 
The Tempest, particularly captivating. The characters performed 
on an island of sand, entering and leaving the set by entrances 
that made them appear from the darkness and disappear the 
same way. The lighting and soundscapes were remarkable, 
with the sound of the storm washing across a set that was 
bathed in colour. The magic was never far distant as the role 
of Ariel was divided into two parts played by both Shona I 
(U5F) and Karis C-N (U3F) who danced and tumbled and sang 
their way through the production casting their spells on those 
who crossed their path. And their light touch performance was 
balanced by Olivia T (U5G), who played the savage Caliban 
who acted with a manner that switched between fawning 
servility and dangerous malevolence.  Trinculo (Elijah O (U4S) 
was a suitably daft jester who brought humour to the part while 
an imaginative casting was made for Prospero by drawing 
on the talents of Jenny N (U6D). She gave the necessary 
gravitas to the role as the rightful Duke of Milan and both 
she and Emma S (U5F) who played Miranda had a touching 
relationship as father (or was it mother) and daughter. Miranda 
and Ferdinand, played by David M (U6S) were both convincing 
and touching lovers, and all other parts were played with a 
sincerity and conviction that made the whole experience as 
magical as any production of The Tempest ought to be. 
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Outside the classroom, you 
will read about the extensive 
involvement of pupils in the Duke of 
Edinburgh Award Scheme and our 
representation in its Diamond Award 
Celebrations at Buckingham Palace. 

By the time you receive this magazine 
some of last year’s pupils will just 
have completed their expedition to 
the Chamonix region of the Alps. 

Over the summer, there were also 
long distance expeditions to 
northern and southern India 
visiting cities such as Chennai, 
and touring the state of Kerala. 
We will be reporting on pupils’ 
experiences and extensive 
community work on the School’s 
website and in next year’s 
Albyn Review. 

As always, in this edition you 
will also read about the School’s 
achievements in skiing, football, 
golf, netball, athletics, rowing 
and other sports besides.  

Apart from all that Albyn School achieves academically, we offer a rich tapestry of experiences that 
involve the outdoors, sport, art, drama and music. Collectively, these enable pupils to appreciate and 
understand the world around them both past and present. The Albyn Review seeks to capture some 
of these and I am very grateful to the staff and pupils who contributed to this year’s edition and to its 

editors, Miss Fran Milne, Head of Admissions, Marketing and Development and her assistant Miss Jennifer 
Hughes. I would also like to say thank you to the local advertisers this year; Aitken&Niven, Cala Homes, 

Dandara, Lochter Activity Centre, Malmaison, and Rathbones and thanks to our sponsor Rugby Plus. 

Vigor and Juventas is the School’s motto and 
youthful and vigorous we remain.

Chamonix 
region

of the Alps

Chennai
KERALA

expedition

ALBYN
SCHOOL

northern & southern 
India

expeditionS

Duke of 
Edinburgh 
Award 
Scheme

--2016 --



HEAD BOY

When it was announced that I was going 
to become Head Boy for this year, I felt a 
sensation that I had never felt before: a 
strange mix of disbelief, nervousness and 
excitement for the challenging year that 
was to come. I could not believe that I had 
been chosen to take on one of the most 
demanding roles in the whole school, yet 
I was extremely excited for what has been 
the best experience of my life so far.

Throughout the year, I have been eager to 
get involved with all of the responsibilities 
and duties of the role, from organising 
our great team of prefects to making sure 
that events such as Open Mornings and 
Parents Evenings run smoothly. I feel they 
have helped improve my leadership and 
communication skills which will ultimately 
help me in the future. On top of these 
duties, I have had a very busy year with 
regards to school work, my application 
to get into art school and extra curricular 
activities. Things that I do outside of my 
studies have always been a big part of 
my life at Albyn and this year, I have not 
held back in engaging my talents in the 
schools’ wide range of opportunities. The 
orchestra has definitely been one of my 
highlights, especially since becoming 
leader for this year. Both our October and 
Spring Concerts were a great success 
and I hope that in future years, more 
and more young musicians will help to 
continue the great achievements of our 
amazing music department. 

On the other side of my very creative 
character is art and design, which has 
been something I have enjoyed greatly, 
since first joining Albyn, making it only 
natural that I wanted study it in the 
future. I put a great deal of passion and 
effort into my portfolio and application, 
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and as teachers have been telling me 
throughout my school life – hard work 
really does pay off! I am looking forward 
to diving further into the world of art 
and design for the next four years and 
as Head Boy, I hope that I have inspired 
others to follow their dreams as they 
really do make life worth living. 

» Matthew N

HEAD GIRL

My last year at school is definitely a 
year I will never forget. Being named as 
Head Girl late in the last academic year 
was a huge surprise, but I was honoured 
to be given the opportunity to take on 
the role and I can honestly say I have 
loved every minute of it. From taking 
numerous school assemblies to one of the 
position’s newest tasks, leading the Pupil 
Council, the role of Head Girl has been 
both challenging, but very rewarding.

One of the highlights of my year was 
completing the Gold level of the Duke of 
Edinburgh (DofE) Award Scheme, having 
previously undertaken both the Bronze 
and Silver awards. There is a huge deal 
of work associated with this scheme (not 
to mention the arduous expeditions!) and 
personally, I have found the volunteering 
side of the award most enjoyable. Having 
the opportunity to work with Rainbow 
Guides, on a dementia unit in a care home 
for the elderly, and currently with a group 
that supports children with additional 
needs, has allowed me to make a 
difference to a variety of different people 
in my local community. I feel that not only 
have these people benefited from my help 
on a weekly basis, but I have also learnt 
so many valuable skills that will stand me 
in good stead as I move on from school.

For my Gold DofE expedition, I was part 
of a group of four girls who travelled 
to the Alps in August 2015. Here, we 
spent four days trekking along the Tour 
de Mont Blanc through three different 
countries (France, Switzerland and Italy). 
The experience was unforgettable, 
along with the beautiful scenery and 
good weather – unlike our previous 
expeditions in Scotland! I would highly 
recommend not just the Gold expedition 
in the Alps, but the whole DofE Award 
Scheme to pupils in the younger years as 
I feel there is so much to learn from the 
scheme and it is an excellent opportunity 
to acquire crucial team-working and 
communication skills. I would like to take 
this chance to thank all members of staff 
who are involved in the running of DofE 
at Albyn. Without their help, hundreds 
of Albyn pupils would not have had the 
chance to take part in this worthwhile 
programme and Albyn would not have 
cemented its status as one of the leading 
schools in Scotland for DofE completion.

Another of my responsibilities in school 
this year was the role of Swimming 
Captain. Having been a competitive 
swimmer since the age of 8, this was a 
position which I took in my stride. The 
main swimming event in the school 
calendar is the Swimming Gala in late 
March. This year it was very well attended 
and it was great to see so many pupils 
in the water winning points for their clan. 
On a slightly bigger scale, the Scottish 
Schools Swimming Championships 
2016 took place in January at Tollcross 
Swimming Pool in Glasgow – the pool 
which hosted the swimming events at 
the 2014 Commonwealth Games. There 
were 6 pupils who qualified for this 
competition, which is the largest team 
Albyn has ever sent to a Scottish Schools 
Swimming Championships. Overall, the 
team was successful and I was humbled 
to win two gold medals (200m Freestyle 
and 200m Individual Medley) on my last 
swimming outing for Albyn School.    

Lastly, I would like to thank 
all prefects for their continued 
support throughout the year. 
Their work helping out at Open 
Mornings and school events such as 
Parents’ Evenings and Music Concerts 
are essential for the smooth running of 
these events. They are often given short 
notice – sorry! – but all turn up on time 
and are eager to help out. I wish you 
all luck as you move onto 6th year. 

» Eilidh D

HB HG

DH
B
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DEPUTY HEAD BOY 

One of the strongest memories I’ve 
had in recent years is being woken 
up on a Saturday morning, in fact, 
Saturday afternoon I should say, and 
hearing my mum say “congratulations” 
as she opened my curtains to wake 
me up. This was when I found out 
that I had been accepted into Albyn 
School. There are very few things in 
the world that can wake up a fourteen-
year-old boy on the weekend, but 
that did the trick quite nicely. 

Although I had previously spent a day 
in Albyn classrooms for entry tests, the 
way of learning at Albyn still caught me 
by what was a very pleasant surprise. I 
was never used to being in a classroom 
where, when a teacher sets the class 
some work to do, the pupils heads get 
down and the volume drops to a near 
silent level. I mean, the only noise I 
could hear was the sound of pieces 
of paper being marked by pens and 
pencils, and the occasional whisper or 
conversation with a teacher. It’s hard 
to imagine just how much working in 
a quiet environment not only helps 
you learn things more quickly, but also 
how much it can help you enjoy your 
day – it totally calms you down and 
gives you a break from a stressful day. 

I have to say that one of my 
favourite parts of my time at 
Albyn was sports. The amount of 
sporting activities and competitions 
was immense and as someone who 
has always liked competing, that 
was an obvious joy for myself. 
Sure, at my former school I had the 
odd football match here and there, but 
nothing major. Nothing like getting to 
travel around Scotland for the Scottish 
Independent Schools Football Association 
League; nothing like the annual Albyn and 
Robert Gordon Cross Country (an event 
which my legs and lungs still haven’t 
forgiven me for) and most of all, there 
was nothing quite like the spectacle of 
an Albyn Sports Day. Sure all schools 
have it, but none do it with quite the 
same enthusiasm and scale as Albyn. 

The other part of my life at Albyn that 
really stood out was the roles I was 
appointed. Being a prefect was a really 
good experience – giving families tours 
around the school taught me how to 
communicate more effectively and it 
also taught me how to think on my feet a 
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little – when you find yourself in the lower 
school (one which you are unfamiliar with), 
it does call for you to have to improvise a 
little. The role of Deputy Head Boy was a 
slightly more daunting one. Not only did 
I have the same jobs as I did as a prefect 
in the previous year, but I also had the job 
of taking an assembly. That was terrifying. 
Not only was I thinking; “I hope what I’ve 
put on paper is interesting enough”, but I 
was also thinking; “Don’t mess up, don’t 
mess up, don’t mess up”. As it turned out, 
as soon as I got up on stage and started 
talking, it was fine. The nerves floated 
away and the rest fell into place. I can 
say that it was a great way of giving me 
some experience in public speaking. 

As my time at Albyn, and school all 
together, comes to a surreal close, 
I’ve been asking myself the question; 
‘was the move worth it?’ Yeah sure 
getting up at six o’clock every morning 
to catch a train into town was a bit of 
a hassle. And sure I spent a lot more 
late nights doing homework than I did 
previously. But was going to this school 
really worth all of that? Absolutely. 

» Aymen B

DEPUTY HEAD GIRL

As with every new academic year, 
sixth year presented new challenges 
and new opportunities. The year has 
provided new chances to help bridge 
the boundaries between year groups 
by helping in classes and working 
with younger pupils during a variety 
of events. The paired reading scheme 
and my work with the Lower 7 Gym 
Cup competitors also helped to build 
new relationships between the Lower 
and Upper Schools. The year also saw 
the culmination of my journey through 
the Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme 
with the completion of my gold award. 
I can certainly attest to the benefits 
and opportunities that the awards give 
to pupils, and the scheme’s continued 
popularity is testament to the rewards 
that are gained by the many pupils 
who commit their time through DofE. 

The end of the year will see myself, 
my fellow team members and pupils 
making up a further three teams head 
out on expeditions to various parts of 
India, which will offer each pupil both 
personal challenges and the opportunity 
to make a difference to the lives of 
others through project work. These 
are life changing opportunities for all 
of us who embark on this journey.  

However it goes without saying that 
there was something different about 
our final year at the school. As would 
be expected, the year was filled with 
UCAS applications and talk of change. 
The beginning of a new chapter, a new 
journey. When the leavers of 2015 told 
us that no matter how we felt a year 
ago, we would be ready for this change 
by the end of the year, we hoped they 
were right. Of course, they were. Albyn’s 
ability to prepare pupils for life outside 
the school’s walls is exceptional.

In my role as Deputy Head Girl, I 
have valued the opportunity to get 
a better overview of the life of the 
school, and to see just a few of the 
many achievements of pupils and staff. 
Whilst helping at a range of sporting, 
musical and other events, I have been 
astonished by the dedication, skill and 
enthusiasm of so many individuals 
within the school community. It has 
been extremely rewarding to work 
alongside Dr Long, members of Senior 
Management and fellow pupils to 
hopefully make a small contribution to 
the continued success of the school. 

As I conclude my year as Deputy 
Head Girl, I would like to 
think that I have made the most 
of my time here at Albyn, not 
only during this, my final year, 
but throughout my time at the 
school. I will leave the school’s 
walls with not only wonderful 
memories, strong friendships 
and valuable experiences, but an 
admiration for the achievements 
of the school and its pupils.
Whilst the school has seen many 
changes in the time I have been here, 
the essence of Albyn’s success remains 
constant. The dedication of pupils and 
staff is key to creating an environment 
where pupils flourish, and this has been 
clearer that ever during my final year at 
the school. And with the introduction 
of new aspects of the curriculum, and 
the development of new facilities such 
as the engineering science buildings, 
I am sure the school will continue 
to thrive for many years to come.  

» Skye A
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The summer of 2016 brings to the end an era of 
happiness for me. I have been the Head of Douglas 
Clan for the past five years and the role has provided 
me with a lot of fond memories. I am delighted 
that Mr Currie will be taking over from me after the 
summer as I concentrate more of my time on the PE 
department. I hope that Mr Currie enjoys the challenge 
as much as I have. Here are some of my highlights:

RAISING THOUSANDS OF POUNDS FOR CHARITY

One of the most satisfying parts of being Head of Clan 
Douglas is the willingness of charity reps and classes 
to get involved in raising money for charity. Across the 
years we have chosen to support Lupus Aberdeen, British 
Heart Foundation and Camphill schools amongst others. 
I will always remember the massive book sale which we 
performed in the old atrium and the jump rope for hearts 
skipathon. Of course there have been lots of delicious 
bake sales and recently some successful chocolate 
tombola’s but each and every class has made a difference 
in a big way. Thank you to everybody who has helped 
organise these events and donated so generously.

CLAN SPORTS EVENTS

Naturally I have been keen to participate well in all of the 
sports events and I have been delighted that across the 
years we have won Sports Day on a couple of occasions and 
the Swimming Gala on three occasions. My lasting memory 
will be the final relay in 2015 when the overall placings of 
the year were going to be dictated by one race. Thankfully 
we beat Clan Gordon and therefore went on to lift the Tosh 
Cup again as a result. Despite winning it once, the one event 
which we have always struggled with is Dancercise.  

I’m not sure if this is a reflection of my dancing ability 
but I hope that Mr Currie can inspire the future 
dance crews to bigger and better things…I might 
even be allowed onto the judges panel now.

ASSEMBLIES

Preparing for assemblies is something which people can 
find daunting but I would have to admit that I have learnt a 
lot through my various avenues of research. I now know far 
more about the queen, the haka, outer space, superstitions, 
the kid president and far more obscure topics than I ever 
did before. Although it has not lasted, I was delighted when 
the ‘Douglas Wave’ took off in 2012 following an assembly 
about the ‘Mexican Wave’. For those who remember it, 
we did look really silly from outside the Hall. Some Clan 
Leaders have dreaded speaking in front of a group of 
people but it has been great to see them overcome this 
and many have delivered outstanding assemblies.

Despite not winning the Tosh Cup for top 
Clan this year, we have reigned supreme 
for three of the last five years. I am 
sure that we can bounce back next 
year and continue to show the fighting 
family spirit that has made my job 
so enjoyable in my time in charge. 
There are so many other things which I could list including 
breaking the Stuart stranglehold on the Clan Quiz for the 
first time, winning the very first Clan Singing event, winning 
the debating trophy and the thousands of certificates 
which I have been lucky enough to present. Thank you to 
everybody who has taken part in the many assemblies, 
charity events and clan competitions over the years. You have 
all been a credit to yourselves, the Clan and the school. 

Mr McCulloch
Head of PE     
and Games



CLAN LEADER

Another year has flown by and once 
again Forbes has successfully met 
all expectations whilst creating a 
friendly, family-like bond between all 
year groups. This has been achieved 
through partaking in a number of 
different exciting activities for a 
variety of commendable causes, 
performing excellently in numerous 
clan events and achieving great 
success in sport and music.

One of the biggest clan events of the 
year, Dancercise, was an opportunity 
for selected teams from each clan 
to compete against one another, 
whilst also having fun and letting 
their heavily ‘hair sprayed’ hair down. 
Forbes, led by Alison L, Olivia B 
and Sophie D (all U6), successfully 
retained second place whilst singing 
‘singing in the rain’, though that 
certainly didn’t dampen their spirits.

We had great participation in ‘The 
Tempest’ with a number of Forbes 
members performing admirably over the 
two night piece, which was enjoyed by 
teachers, students and parents alike. 
Forbes has always been known for its 
musical prowess and acting accolades, 
and its wonderful to see that this long 
founded tradition is continuing. 

The Clan Quiz was the perfect 
opportunity for a number of students to 
showcase their knowledge on a number 
of different topics, from phobias to 
countries. A record breaking number 
of students represented Forbes as 
we competed against the other clans. 
Although we didn’t win in the final, we 
competed excellently and we’ll come 
back stronger next year. The search 
for the next child genius goes on…

Having achieved full colours myself, 
it was brilliant to see a number of 
Forbes representatives gain half 
colours for a range of different sports. 
Alejandro C and Etienne D (both 
U5) achieved half colours for their 
sustained support to Albyn Football 
teams. Laura C (U5) also achieved half 
colours for her continuous commitment 
to Netball. Many Forbes athletes also 
demonstrated their sporting talent in 
the swimming pool. A yearly tradition, 
the Upper School swimming gala 

makes it possible for students to earn 
clan points, whilst at the same time 
making great memories with friends. 

Whilst sporting endeavours and 
academic opportunities are very 
important to take part in, it was also 
vital throughout the year to relax and 
spend time with one another. Just 
before the Christmas festive period 
and the start of the new year, we 
organised a Christmas party which 
any Forbes’ member could join and 
enjoy. Fuelled by sweets, the students 
had a great time whilst completing a 
number of different party games. 

I would like to finish by thanking those 
who have personally helped me and 
those who have helped the Clan’s 
development over the last year. The 
Clan Deputies, Zany M and Laura C, 
can hold their heads high knowing 
that they have helped organise a 
number of events. I would also like to 
thank Miss Blair for this opportunity. 
Under her stewardship, the clan has 
developed considerably and, though 
she is stepping down after summer, I 
know that she will continue to actively 
look after all members of Forbes.

It really has been a great year. I wish 
all those associated with Forbes 
and the other three clans the best of 
luck in the future. My biggest piece 
of advice that I could give those in 
junior years would be to seize every 
opportunity you can when you’re in 
school, and to always keep in mind 
how privileged you are to be a part 
of such a supportive environment.

» Euan W

HEAD OF CLAN 

A massive thank you to everyone 
that has helped me during my three 
years with Clan Forbes. I have been 
blessed with excellent Form Tutors, 
always willing to go the extra mile to 
help and I have thoroughly enjoyed 
working with the other Heads of Clan. 

I wish Mr Blancke the best of luck 
when he starts in August. I know 
he is so excited to start with Forbes 
and he will do an excellent job.

» Miss Blair
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CLAN LEADER

It has been a busy and fun year for Gordon, with all the 
students contributing to the Clan’s success. There is much 
to celebrate with many clan and individual achievements. 

The first clan event of the year was Dancercise and 
Gordon decided to dance to the song ‘Happy’ by 
C2C. It was a great event with every clan giving strong 
performances, although Gordon came third it was a fab 
performance and it was great to see many Gordoners 
enthusiastically supporting in the audience. A special 
thanks to Kathryn F and Rachel M in Upper 6 for 
choreographing the routine and organising rehearsals.  

Gordon’s charity event this year was a Christmas jumper fun 
day, students in Upper and Lower school wore their festive 
woollies to school and there was a bake sale. A huge thanks 
to everybody who helped bake the masses of cakes, tray 
bakes and biscuits, it could not have been done without you 
all! Gordon raised an absolutely amazing total of £1015, which 
has been donated to the local charity ‘Grampian Woman’s 
Aid’. This charity offers vital support to women, children and 
young people who have been victims of domestic abuse and 
we are very proud to have helped them in their good work.

Many Gordon students participated in this year’s Swimming 
Gala and this resulted in Gordon winning first place! There 
was Gordon representation across all age groups and 
many Gordon swimmers won prizes in their age groups. 
Big congratulations to Susan H in Upper 5 who won the 
Senior prize in the Public Speaking competition by giving 
an interesting speech on fear and control. Well done to 
everyone in Gordon who participated in the Clan Quiz.

Outside of school students in Gordon have had great 
success in various areas. Well done to Skye A in Upper 6 
who completed a Nuffield placement, which she went on to 
present at the Big Bang fair. Another Gordon member, Lalia 
B in Upper 5, has had great success in horse riding, last year 
she won first in 3 British Eventing competitions, qualified 
for British Riding Club 90 Championships and was Scottish 

Riding Club Horse Trials Champion 2015! Rebecca K in 
Upper 6 is in her 4th year in the Junior British Climbing team 
and she ended 2015 with winning the British Lead Climbing 
Competition for the second year running, which has ranked 
her as no.1 in the UK! Rebecca has national and European 
competitions this year and she is hoping to compete in the 
World Youth Climbing Championship in China, so good luck 
to her! Well done to everyone in the sport teams, music 
groups and extra curricula clubs. Keep up the commitment!

I want to give a massive thanks to Euan G and Susan 
H who are Gordon’s Deputy Clan Leaders, they have 
been very committed this year and have worked hard to 
ensure Gordons success. I would also like to thank Mrs 
Crawford, Gordon’s Head of Clan, who has worked hard 
all year in organising clan events and is always there to 
support members of Gordon. Lastly well done to everyone 
in Gordon for all their enthusiasm and for making Clan 
Gordon so successful this year. Although this role has 
been quite demanding at times I have really enjoyed it 
and would encourage anyone to give it a go. Good luck 
to next year’s Clan Leader and Deputy Clean Leaders. 

» Lydia N (U6G)
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CLAN LEADER

Clan Stuart has had a very busy and successful year, with 
many individuals accomplishing a wide variety of personal 
achievements, and as a clan there has been support and 
participation for clan events throughout the year and  
across all year groups.

We started off the year winning Dancercise, which is a huge 
achievement for the Clan as we had not won in over 7 years. 
Thanks to Amy Y’s choreography and the hard work of the 
entire dance group, and Mrs Webster for letting us rehearse 
in her room most lunchtimes, we were able to break our 
losing streak. Many lunchtimes were given up by the group 
which thankfully paid off. Despite losing boys the week 
before the competition date, having to find replacements and 
struggles to find practice space, the group were able to pull 
together and perform on the day and did Clan Stuart proud.

This year the Clan’s charity was Instant Neighbour where 
we supported the Giving Tree Appeal. As a result of the 
charity reps hard work and dedication, a total of 139 presents 
were collected as well as 50 selection boxes. They were 
then delivered to Instant Neighbour by 5 pupils from U1S 
who gave an hour of their time to help the charity package 
and wrap the parcels ready for the children at Christmas. 

The Clan was well represented in sports events as well, 
with Stuart coming 2nd in both Clan Swimming and Clan 
Triathlon, in which 26,418km were covered. However, Stuart 
did, unfortunately break our winning streak in the Clan 
Quiz, but regardless it was a very enjoyable event with a 
very good turnout and all of our teams had a good time 
and a laugh making up funny answers to questions we 
didn’t know, especially in the Geography section – sorry Mr 
Blunsdon but we need to revise our European countries! 

The number of awards individuals have achieved this year 
has been exceptional and I have enjoyed finding out all the 
interesting things the members of Stuart get involved in. It 
is also impressive the amount of PDPs that were presented 
this year over a wide range of subjects. I would like to thank 
my two Deputies, Chloe P and Katherine B for all their 
help and also thank you to Mr Blunsdon for all his help. 

I have really enjoyed being Clan Leader this year, and wish all 
the best to next year’s Clan Leader and the rest of Clan Stuart.

» Anna D

HEAD OF CLAN 

Highlight of the year? Our first place at Clan Dancercise, 
why? Not because Stuart won the competition, but 
due to the hard work put in by all those involved 
and the determination not to finish last – again. 

This year has seen members of Clan Stuart involved in a 
range of activities across the School. Clan members have 
supported the various Clan competitions throughout the year, 
they have integrated and worked together across the year 
groups and they (most importantly) have enjoyed doing it. 

The Clan has been led superbly by Clan Leader Anna D, 
ably supported by her two Deputies Katherine B and Chloe 
P. My thanks goes to all three for the dedication, support 
and humour they have shown throughout. I also thank the 
Clan Form Teachers who continue to look after pupils so 
well. Mr Lamont, Mr Regan and Mrs Heywood for U1; Mrs 
Czuchnicka and Ms Addison for U2; Mrs Webb for U3; Mr 
Williams for U4; Mrs Webster and Mrs Pedrog for U5; and 
Mrs Will for U6. Additionally I would like to thank all those 
pupils who volunteered for positions of responsibility within 
each year group, you do a valuable and important job. 

The U6 have been a particularly active group of pupils within 
the Clan throughout their time at Albyn. Not only have they lead 
by example (most of the time!), but they have demonstrated 
a range of skills and sense of hard application to the younger 
pupils throughout, while having fun doing it. I thank them for 
their contributions and wish them all the best for life after Albyn. 

Next year will see a slight change in the Tutors 
with the early retirement of Mrs Will. The 
Clan wishes her the very best 
and hope that she 
enjoys long lie-ins 
and lazy afternoons. 
For the rest of us roll 
on Dancercise 2016! 

» John Blunsdon, 
 Head of Clan
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Albyn School has evolved to become one of Scotland’s 
leading independent, co-educational schools. We want 
to help create confident, self-motivated young men and 
women who enjoy learning but who also exhibit a sense 
of tolerance and service so that they will make a positive 
contribution to the adult world that they will soon join.

THE ALBYN FOUNDATION AND FEES ASSISTANCE

The Albyn Foundation is a charity that was set up 
principally to support the pupils of the School and in 
particular provide financial support for families who would 
otherwise be unable to send their children to the School. 

In recent years we have been able to offer Fees Assistance 
of different levels to pupils throughout the school. These 
bursaries are determined by pupils’ performance in the 
entrance test and families’ financial circumstances.

The Fees Assistance Scheme is designed to help able 
children by giving them the greatest gift possible; a great 
education from Aberdeen’s top academic co-educational 
school whatever their family’s circumstances. By fundraising 
and through charitable donations, the Albyn Foundation has 
increased the number of bursaries available to fund places at 
Albyn School. In October 2015, we organised the School’s first 
Albyn Foundation Ball. The evening was a great success and 
raised enough money to pay for one pupil’s education for one 
year through very generous donations both on the evening 
and ever since. We are very grateful to the whole Albyn 
community for coming together and supporting the school. 

As a charity, all fee income goes to meeting the direct 
costs and overheads associated with running the school 
effectively. This includes meeting the costs of loans for the 
construction work of the Lower School and Upper School.

PHILANTHROPY OR FEE RISES?

We believe that our fees need to remain comparable with 
similar independent schools and to remain affordable. Due 
to the difficult circumstances surrounding the oil and gas 
industry, many businesses in Aberdeen have suffered greatly. 
We too have been affected over the past few years and 
have had to raise our fees this year. When it came down 
to the decision over whether to either raise the fees or cut 
down on subjects, activities, trips and the general high-
quality of education it was a no brainer. We do not want our 
pupils’ education to suffer and would like them to have the 
best experience and education possible hence the reason 
for the fee increase. Like all other non-profit educational 
organisations, we depend on additional income streams 
to undertake the philanthropic goal of creating bursaries 
and enhancing resources for the children in our care.

HOW CAN YOU HELP

We would like to do more for the School and 
ensure our pupils benefit from the best educational 
facilities on offer; they deserve the best and it is 
with your help that we can make this happen. 

If you are interested in supporting the Albyn Foundation 
please contact me on f.milne@albynschool.co.uk 

I am more than happy to answer your questions and 
talk through the different ways you can help us.  

» Miss Francesca Milne
 Head of Admissions, Marketing and Development
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Development
EVENTS

2015/2016 has been a busy 
year with various different 
development events bringing 
the Albyn Community together 
to support the Foundation.
On Friday 2 October 2015, we held Albyn’s first ever Foundation 
Ball at the Chester Hotel. There was a brilliant turn out with 
a great mix of parents, staff, former pupils and businesses 
associated with the school. The evening included a lovely 
three-course meal, brilliant speaker Alex Fleming who kept our 
guests thoroughly entertained, a silent auction and a ceilidh 
followed by a disco that had our guests on their feet until the 
end of the night! One of the highlights of the evening was the 
delivery of two very inspirational speeches written by Anna 
Groves who was a current pupil at the time and Morgan Smith 
who had left school that previous summer. Both explained 
what it was like to be a pupil studying at Albyn whilst being 
supported by the Bursary Scheme. The speeches were moving 
and very emotive. Morgan previously studied at Peterhead 
Academy but was made aware of the Bursary Scheme at Albyn 
and decided to apply. He was successful and received an 100% 
Bursary and went on to gain a place at Aberdeen University 
where he is currently studying towards a degree in Medicine. 
Morgan had also recently won the Former Pupil Award and very 
selflessly donated the £200 cheque he was given back to the 
Albyn Foundation. Another great highlight of the evening was 
an unexpected but very generous live auction of a golf prize 
donated by one of our guests who was also a parent. This went 
down very well with the audience! The Ball was a great success 
and we raised over £10,000 and received additional donations 
shortly after. 

We held our annual Cheese and Wine evening for the former 
pupils on Thursday 28 November 2015 in the Mackie Library. A 
festive spread of delicious nibbles and wine were on offer along 
with displays of school memorabilia from past decades. It was 
great to welcome regular and new faces back to the school for 
a fun and festive evening. 

On June 10 and 11 this year we held our 3rd annual Founder’s 
Day celebration, a two-day event dedicated to all our brilliant 
Former Pupils.

Day 1 was a jammed-packed afternoon held in both our Wood 
Arts & Lecture Theatre and the Mackie Library. Activities 
included tours of the school and looking through memorabilia, 
vocal and instrumental performances from our Lower 
School Musician of the Year finalists and a speech from our 
Headmaster, Dr Long, highlighting the accomplishments of the 
school in recent years and our plans for the future. Day 2 was 
a much larger event, with almost 100 FP’s travelling from far 
and wide to attend our Big Reunion – Summer Fete held in our 
Former Pupil’s Centenary Hall. Decked out with bunting and 
picnic tables, the hall certainly looked the part and FP’s relaxed 
and reminisced for hours over their sandwiches, cakes and 
strawberries with cream. 

The Founder’s Day celebrations have become an excellent 
opportunity for old classmates to reunite and mingle 
with different generations of pupils to discuss their Albyn 
experiences. This year we had 25th, 30th, 40th and 50th 
year reunions all come and visit the school, many of whom 
had not been back since they left! Most reunions continued 
their celebrations by going out for dinner afterwards to local 
restaurants and bars, making the most of the rare opportunity to 
catch up.

Next year is the 150th year since the founding of Albyn School 
back in 1867. No date has been set yet for Founder’s Day 
however we hope that we will see record numbers of FP’s 
in attendance, via reunions or otherwise. If you are a Former 
Pupil and would like to enquire about arranging a reunion 
for next year please contact our Development Team on  
development@albynschool.co.uk.

We would like to thank everyone who attended all of the  
events over the past year and would love to see you all at the  
events we hope to arrange for the school’s 150th year!  

Watch this space…
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FP  
PRESIDENT

It’s hard to believe that it’s been 12 months already 
since I last sat down to write up the Former Pupils’ 
Club review for 2015’s magazine. This time though I am 
looking back over my first full year in the role as the 
Club’s President and look forward to 2017, marking 110 
years of the FP Club and 150 years of Albyn School. 
With tough economic times currently in Aberdeen, there 
has never been a better time to draw strength from 
our impressive past to help us focus on the future.

In September last year, Morgan Smith, one of the joint 
winners of the Albyn Former Pupils Award, spoke 
at The Founders Ball which was held at the Chester 
Hotel. He really brought it home to everyone what 
the Albyn Foundation is about and the difference the 
education many of us took for granted can make.  

In October the FP’s got together for our annual quiz night 
held in the School Centenary Hall. The quiz is normally 
held on the first Thursday in November however we 
brought it forward a week in order to avoid Bonfire 
Night. This year we will be back to our usual spot (3rd 
November 2016). Open to all and not limited to Club 
members, new comers from the Music department, Nae 
Direction, stole the cup from the usual favourites with 
a surprise win. We were also delighted to be able to 
entertain two tables of guests from our sister FP Clubs.  

The end of November also saw us enjoy the Cheese & Wine 
evening in the Library, hosted by the School. The Music 
department put on some amazing entertainment and there 
were small tours round the School for those that wanted.  
There were some FPs’ there who hadn’t been back to the 
School since 1958 as well as an FP over from New Zealand 
so it’s good to know the Club is reaching out to all!

2016 got off to its usual flying start with the application 
process for the FP Award. I had already been warned that it 
would be a difficult choice this year as there were so many 
excellent candidates, so I was excited to see the applications 
coming in. It was hard enough narrowing down a shortlist to 
interview and it was even harder after meeting the finalists in 
person, but the committee finally all agreed on awarding it to 
Skye A U6G. Skye came across very well in both her written 
application and interview and we were particularly impressed 
with her modesty when talking about her achievements and 
how effortless she made them all seem. Not only achieving 

exceptional grades, Skye has competed nationally and 
internationally at rhythmic gymnastics, turning her hand also 
to coaching and judging; gained and completed a Nuffield 
placement at the Marine Laboratory, producing a project 
that has been selected as a finalist in the Nations Science & 
Engineering Competition; completed all 3 level of award in 
the Duke of Edinburgh Scheme; been the Managing Director 
of a successful Young Enterprise company; taken on the 
roles of Prefect, Deputy Clan Leader and Deputy Head Girl 
and been widely involved in various other School activities 
and events. Skye was able to get these achievements across 
to us while still sounding like very much part of a team and 
someone who worked well with others. She is an excellent 
role model for all pupils and we are certain that she will 
be successful in whatever path she takes through life.  

March is a very busy month for the FP President as there 
is our own AGM to organise and several of our sister 
clubs events to attend as well. To be honest though 
the socialising is not the hardest part of the job!

This year’s Founder’s Day events were very exciting. 
As the 3rd Founder’s Day to be held by the school, it is 
really beginning to take off with over 130 FP’s visiting over 
the 2 days. It is certainly becoming a date for the diary 
for class reunions, with 25th, 30th, 40th and 50th year 
reunions attending this time round. I celebrated my 25th 
year reunion alongside my mum who was celebrating her 
50th! The displays of old photos and school magazines are 
always brilliant to look through and everyone seemed to 
have a lovely time catching up with their old classmates, 
teachers and even Headmistresses, as we were very 
honoured to have Mrs Norma Smith attend the event. 
The day was very relaxed and time seemed to pass 
quickly, with groups going out to dinner afterwards and 
some staying out to reminisce until the wee hours. 

The School remain very supportive of the FP Club and we 
are very grateful to Fran and Jen for their hard work and 
enthusiasm. We look forward to strengthening our links 
with the Development Team through future FP initiatives. 
They have recently set up a Former Pupil Facebook 
page so would encourage all FPs to join as soon as 
possible to avoid missing out on news and events.  

» Sarah Harley, FP Club President 2015-2017
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The phrase ‘Albyn community’ is a ‘go to’ 
phrase for sentimental sixth years who 
will not return to new school timetables 
after summer. They are endlessly telling 
us to embrace our role in the community, 
to seize opportunity. But as I near the end 
of my time at the school, I am only just 
beginning to appreciate the extent of the 
truth behind this. And I believe that only 
after I have left these school walls, will I 
truly be able to understand what the school 
has given me over the years. I will forever 
be grateful to every member of this school 
community for their role in helping me to 
develop into the person I am today, and I 
am sure they have ensured my continued 
development long after I leave the school. 

My time at Albyn has seen me transition 
from the student who was welcomed into 
the school community to the student who 
welcomes others. Little did I know that my 
welcome was the beginning of an amazing 
journey full of opportunity and laughter. 
Along the way, I have played countless 
sports, tried my hand at music, hiked, 
camped, sang, danced and welcomed 
quite a few people through the front 
door. I have been fortunate to help with 
many school events and gain an insight 
into the breadth and depth of talent and 
hard work that can be seen in the school. 
I have built relationships which span the 
barriers of year groups, and contributed 
to charitable work through activities inside 
and outside the school walls. And I have 
of course done some of the academic 
stuff, the school work, with the invaluable 
support of so many members of staff.  

Like so many others here at Albyn, I have 
discovered the opportunities available 
through the Duke of Edinburgh Award 
scheme, from the challenges of expeditions 
to the rewards of volunteering. DofE is 
just one of many, many examples of the 
commitment and drive of staff and 

pupils alike, supported within the 
school community. Having completed 
my Gold award, I can testify to the 
many benefits that can be gained 
from every section of the awards.    

Throughout my time here, the 
school has also helped to support 
me through balancing commitments 
in and out of school. I have trained, 
competed and now coached 
rhythmic gymnastics to a national and 
international level. I have discovered 
the rewards both of working in a 
close team of individuals, and - 
through coaching gymnasts of all 
ages and abilities, including those 
with special needs - the rewards 
of watching a child develop both 
as a gymnast, and an individual. 

My role as Deputy Head Girl this 
year has been immensely rewarding, 
and I am privileged to have had 
the opportunities to build the 
relationships I have between staff and 
my fellow pupils. I leave the school 
not only with exam certificates, 
but with a wealth of experiences, 
many amazing memories, and an 
admiration for the dedication and 
determination of everyone within the 
Albyn community. Whilst I may be 
leaving the school walls, the qualities 
that Albyn has instilled in me will 
remain with me throughout my life.

Throughout my time at the school, 
even up to the beginning of my final 
year here, I, like so many others, 
struggled to believe that the time 
would arrive when I would feel ready 
to move on to the next chapter of my 
life. However that time must come, 
and it has come, and I am ready. 
As I prepare to begin a degree in 
medicine, I begin to appreciate the 

value of my experiences within 
the school in preparing me for the 
next steps. And so for all the pupils 
within the school community, yes 
you will reach this stage, and yes 
it is exciting, but be sure to trust 
that the school has prepared you, 
and will prepare you, for what is to 
come. Trust that what you put in to 
the school in commitment, service 
and hard work will be rewarded 
in opportunities, all of which will 
help you develop as an individual. 

In many of my fellow leavers,  
I see not only outstanding Albyn 
pupils, but outstanding people. 
The result of their own 
commitment to the school 
which is mirrored back in 
opportunity. It is therefore a 
great privilege to be awarded 
this FP award, and I would like 
to express my gratitude to the 
FP committee for this honour. 

I will conclude with something 
which has been said a thousand 
times, and I am sure will be said 
a thousand more, but well, what 
else is there to say. This school 
will provide you with so much 
more than an education. The 
opportunities are everywhere, 
whether you see and appreciate 
them yet or not. And at some point 
during your school career, you will 
wish there were many more than 
24 hours in a day. So, to those of 
you who are fortunate enough 
to have time left to discover the 
opportunities that the school 
will offer, and those of you just 
entering the school community - 
make everything count, appreciate 
everything and enjoy the journey.   

"It is therefore a great
 privilege to be awarded 
this FP award"
Skye A 

FP AWARD
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ASPAASPA

In December 2015 it was with great pleasure that we 
were able to donate a cheque for £15,000 to the school 
from ASPA funds towards the cost of the new piano 
that is now in the Main Hall. This piano has already 
seen much use and we will be working towards paying 
the balance of £9,500 by the middle of next year.

For our first fundraising event of the 2015-2016 school 
year we revived an old Albyn tradition with the first 
Lower School Halloween disco for a number of years. 
Feedback from all sides was good, and we are hopeful 
of staging something similar this coming October.  

Our traditional events continue to be popular – Fireworks 
Night and the Albyn Christmas Fair raised a total in excess 
of £8,000. We are very grateful for the support that parents 
continue to show, both in terms of attendance but also in 
the quantity and quality of donations that we receive. 

We were invited to provide refreshments at Sports Day 
in June, and to organise a few games in the tennis courts 
in order to encourage people to think more in terms of 
a family event beyond the normal athletics programme. 
It was a modest beginning but we hope to develop this 
idea in future years with further participation from the staff.  
Suggestions for other attractions are always welcome.

In addition to fundraising, the health of our children is our 
main priority, and in November we organised a visit from 
Drugs Action UK to give presentations to parents and staff 
regarding the dangers of so-called “Legal High” substances. 

Following the award of a new catering contract to Baxter 
Storey last August we continue to monitor the provision 
of school meals. Efforts to work more closely with the 
kitchen staff and their management team throughout 
the year will be continued in order to resolve issues 
quickly and to give parents a better understanding 
of what options are available to their children. 

Our monthly meetings have usually included a guest, and 
these have varied between pupils, teachers and catering 
staff. This has been very useful in “breaking down” barriers 
between groups and I would like to continue this approach 
next year. I would also like to emphasise that any Albyn 
parent is an automatic member of ASPA and that you do not 
have to be a Committee member to attend our meetings.

Finally, my thanks go to all the members 
of the ASPA Committee for their support, 
however I feel that I have to give a 
special mention to Sandra Watt who 
stood down from the Committee this 
year after a total of eleven years, 
including nine years as Treasurer. 

» Mark Hindle
 ASPA Chair

Albyn School Parents Association
-

"We are very grateful for the support that parents continue to show, both in terms 
of attendance but also in the quantity and quality of donations that we receive."
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Admissions

ADMISSIONS 

Admissions are an extremely important department at Albyn School. Without this team, we wouldn’t have 
a steady stream of pupils entering Albyn and without pupils there would be no Albyn School! Working 
all year round (even through the holidays!) this team do their best working very closely together with 
the Marketing team to ensure that prospective pupils and parents are firstly attracted to the School, 

secondly that they have the best experience as possible when they visit and thirdly the pupils go through 
the easiest transition when they join. This wonderful team we speak of includes Jemma Webster and 

Kate Douglas who are Albyn’s Admissions Officers. The team has organised four successful Open 
Mornings, two Lower and Upper School Inductions and have continued to run daily tours along with 
the processing of applications over this past year. We strive to continually improve and build on the 
parent/pupil experience throughout the admissions process and greatly appreciate any feedback. 

The team will always be happy to answer your questions so please don’t hesitate to get 
in touch if you would like to find out more or arrange a tour. You can email us on 

admissions@albynschool.co.uk or visit the admissions section on our website www.albynschool.co.uk

BURSARY APPLICATIONS 

As you may have read in the Albyn Foundation section, we run a Fees Assistance 
Scheme so please read below for more information and how to apply.

To apply for fees assistance, applicants need to complete a fees assistance and 
application for entry form, which can be found on our school website. Pupils will be 

invited for a visit to the school and to spend the day in their current year group. 

If a place if offered based on the entrance test, successful applicants seeking 
fees assistance will be ranked according to need, based on confirmation of the 

details submitted by parents/guardians on the fees assistance form.

Applicants will be ranked in order of those according to financial status i.e. the poorest, 
based solely on gross household per capita income (PCI). For example, a household of 2 

parents and 2 children, with gross income of £60,000, the PCI would be £15,000.

The academic and financial scores are then combined to give a final ranking. Fees assistance awards 
are made from the top of the list, downwards, until the available places and/or finance is exhausted.

It is unlikely that a PCI of over £15,000 would render a pupil eligible for 100% 
fees assistance. PCI’s of over £15,000 would be considered on a case by 

case basis and may be allocated a percentage of fees assistance.

Individual awards will be reviewed annually. Other than for this reason, fees assistance once granted 
will only be withdrawn if the contractual conditions and obligations of the award have been broken.

Bursary
Applications
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Closing 
Ceremonies

THE CLOSING CEREMONIES TOOK PLACE JUST BEFORE THE END OF TERM IN JUNE 2016. 

In the Lower School, three different ceremonies took place. Firstly Lower 1 had a small ceremony, while the L2-L4 and 
L5-L7 ceremonies were a little bigger and took place in the FP Centenary Hall. Full of excited children, proud parents 
and friends of the Albyn community, the ceremonies were full of wonderful musical performances and prize-givings.

The Upper School Ceremony shifted back to the Beach Ballroom this year where once again, the audience was packed full 
of parents of children from U1-U5 and of course those emotional parents watching their U6 children in their Albyn uniforms 

for the last time accepting prizes and taking part in musical performances. One of the highlights of the evening was 
listening to those in U6 who wanted to take part in their version of the Beatles, ‘With a Little Help from my Friends’. The 
evening involved beautiful musical performances including a spectacular piece called ‘The Tempest’ composed entirely 
by Head Boy, Matthew Nicol and an incredible performance of James Brown’s ‘I Feel Good’ by School group, Fazzjunk. 

Aside from the talented musicians, pupils were recognised for their achievements and progress academically, in sports 
and through extra-curricular activities. To name a few, Susan H was awarded a very impressive 5 prizes including the U5 
Dux. Adam A walked away with the Invery Cup for Community Service and the Marshall Cup for Extra-Curricular Music. 

Head Boy, Matthew N and Head Girl, Eilidh D voiced a wonderful speech together that evoked a 
lot of emotion from pupils, parents and staff. They have done a wonderful job over the past year 

along with their Deputies, Aymen B and Skye A, the Senior Prefects and the Prefects. 

Chairman, Mr Esson, Mr Hindle, ASPA President and Dr Long and all delivered very powerful speeches that wished those 
who are leaving the best of luck and to encourage the current pupils to continue enjoying their education at Albyn School. 

A huge thank you goes to Mr Sommerville, Mrs Magill and Miss Addison from the 
Music Department for once again arranging such brilliant ceremonies! 



Jonny’s

This year, 7 year old Jonny T L2B has been very busy 
designing and conducting his own scientific research into 
rocket trajectories in hope for being awarded a Bronze 
CREST Award, a prize normally presented to students 
between the ages of 11-14 years old. He was helped by 
Mrs Imlah – Head of Science and Mrs Watson – Support 
for Learning, who has been working with Jonny once 
a week as part of Albyn’s programme to challenge 
gifted and able pupils and advance their higher order 
thinking. Both gave up their free time to assist him in his 
experiment, as did Upper 6G student & Deputy Head 
Girl, Skye A, who bonded with Jonny over their shared 
passion for science during their paired reading sessions.  

Below, Skye describes what it was like to work with Jonny;

“As an Upper Sixth pupil, I first worked with Jonny through 
the paired reading scheme, however our work together soon 
went well beyond reading. His infinite enthusiasm for science, 
and desire to understand the world around him, led to many 
sessions in which I learnt as much about the science we were 
exploring as Jonny did!

And so, with the invaluable help of Mrs Imlah and the 
Chemistry department, as well as Mrs Watson, Jonny 
undertook a Bronze CREST Award. Run by the British Science 
Association, the CREST scheme offers pupils the opportunity 
to discover science beyond the classroom, develop problem 
solving and retain enthusiasm for science. It was a privilege 
to watch and, where needed, support Jonny throughout the 
completion of his project, normally only open to children above 
the age of 11, which investigated how the launch angle of a 
rocket affected the horizontal distance travelled. I was able 
to follow Jonny as the project enabled him to develop a clear 
understanding of complex ideas related to projectile motion.  

The paired reading scheme and other work like this acts as 
an excellent example of both the school’s ability to support 
each individual pupil, as well to develop relationships across 
the boundaries of year groups and develop the community 
spirit which is so key to the success of the school and those 
within its walls.  

Whilst I can only hope that Jonny’s project, and our endless 
scientific discussions, provided him with both enjoyment and 
a sense of achievement, I do not doubt the amount that I 
have gained from our time together. Jonny’s enthusiasm and 
boundless energy, as well as that of his fellow pupils, has 
made my time spent in the Lower School both inspiring and 
hugely rewarding.”

» Deputy Head Girl, Skye A (U6G) 

It is clear that Jonny’s passion for science is unquenchable, 
having already read a Stephen Hawking book, created his 
own Enigma Code and has begun studying Androids. He 
says, “I really like launching rockets and learning about 
space. One day I want to be an astronaut and visit an 
exoplanet!”

This process is an excellent example of how Albyn as a 
school can use all its resources, staff and time, to produce 
such a wonderful achievement. By combining Support for 
Learning, Lower School & Upper School teaching, paired 
reading with Upper 6 pupils and technology, we have gone 
above and beyond conventional learning, a quality unique to 
Albyn but certainly not uncommon within our school. 

We are still awaiting to hear if Jonny’s application has been 
accepted into the Crest awards. Watch a move on Jonny’s 
experiment on our School website! 

Albynspecialreport

Experiment
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NURSERY

TODDLER UNIT

It has been a very busy year in the Toddler Unit. We now 
operate with two groups for the children being Ladybirds 
and Bumble bees. Each day from 9am and 3pm the children 
will go into their groups giving the staff an opportunity 
to spend quality time with the children. We take part in a 
number of activities from arts and crafts, baking, outside 
play, local walks, gym sessions, learning about shapes, 
colours and numbers. Some of the children very impressively 
know their alphabet, numbers, colours, days of the week, 
and months of the year and this is at age 2-3yrs!! 

... Daisy  ...

Miss Addison our fantastic music teacher at Albyn School 
comes every week on a Tuesday and Thursday and will 
spend half an hour which each group of children which 
gives each one a chance to experience different types of 
musical sounds and instruments. The children thoroughly 
enjoy their time with her and have become much more 
confident not only by joining in with various songs but also 
performing the appropriate actions with musical instruments! 

We work very closely with the Ante-Pre School which 
eases the transition process of the children moving up to 
the next stage. Transition to the Ante Pre School is a really 
important stage that the Toddlers need to have in place 
when moving to the “big boys and girls department”. We 
have many pre-start visits and the teachers will spend time 
each week in the Toddler Unit so the children are able to 
get to know them in their own comfortable surroundings.

Speaking of moving up to the “big boys and girls department” 
the Toddler Unit Graduation took place on Thursday 16 
June. This was a great opportunity for our current parents, 
grandmas, grandads, aunties and uncles to come along 
for our coffee morning followed by a chance to watch their 
little ones graduate from the unit. Each child was asked 
if they would like to dress up in a graduation cloak then 
were presented with a certificate. It was a lovely day and 
we wish them the best of luck upstairs with Mrs Taylor! 

» Pam Edmonstone
 Manager of the Toddler Unit
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There have been many exciting moments and learning 
opportunities this year in the Ante Pre-School class. Once 
again the learning was very much guided by the children 

with the support of staff and parents. The children engaged 
in various different topics from Space, The Life Cycle of a 
Butterfly, Transport, Road Safety and Chinese New Year. 

One of our favourite topics this year was Transport. The children were very passionate about 
this topic and became very involved. We made graphs evidencing how we travel to nursery, the 
children also made their own boats and planes and took part in a class race. We ended the term 

very well by visiting the Alford Transport Museum which was thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

We have had various visitors and outings throughout the year from a magician to a dentist and 
visits to Kings Museum, B.A. Stores, Easter Angston Farm and many other places. We have also 

enjoyed lots of involvement from the children’s families joining us for “Share a Session”. Parents and 
grandparents can join their child/grandchild in baking, musical and play activities to give them a great 

insight into what a day is like in Ante-Pre School. We also hold class trips and have organised our 
own Northsound One Cash for Kids Superhero Tea Party which was extremely well attended.

It has been a wonderful fun-filled year and we wish all of the children well on their next adventure. J

Mrs Kayleigh Taylor
Ante Pre-School Manager 

 Ante Pre-School
ALBYN

... (l-R) Cameron S & Emilia M ... ... (l-R) Aiden A, Ishbel P & Yuanxi C ...
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pre-School
ALBYN

8am - “When I arrive in nursery I say 
hello to all the ladies and look for my 
friends. The nursery has lots of stuff  
to do.”

“I can play with any toy in nursery. I like 
to build tall houses with my friends. They 
are so big we hide inside them. Booo.”

8.45am - “Together Time is when we 
all sit down and listen to stories. Our 
friends tell us their news and use our 
smart board, the teachers say we are 
all smarties! Did you know that Laika 
the dog was the first dog in space? 
We took selfies like Tim Peake in his 
space rocket. We watched a lady 
astronaut wash her hair in space.”

9am - “Snack time is yummy. We 
help make food and I can spread 
my own toast with jam, I love jam. I 
like all the food in the world. After 
I help tidy up and put my cup and 
plate into the dishwasher.”

“My favourite things to do is drawing 
and painting. The ladies help me, 
they are the best. We are making 
flags for the Olympic Games.”

“The ladies are sensible and keep 
you safe. They help you learn lots 
of new things and I put them into 
my special learning book.”

10am - “Miss Addison comes to nursery 
and she sings lots of songs with us. I 
like to sing Ally Bally and Chop Chop, 
Chopity Chop. We are having a concert 
for mummies and daddies. I’m going 
to wear my sunhat and sunglasses.”

“Music time is very noisy and loud, but 
fun. Sometimes we go outside after.”

Day in the Life
10.40am - “We go to the nursery 
garden to play with our water wall. It 
splashes water and we get wet. I like to 
build sand castles, draw, build with the 
wood and play with the fairy garden. 
One of the fairies is called Tinkerbell.”

11.20am - “We go to the lunch hall for 
lunch, fish and chips is the best! We 
even get food ourselves on a tray. I get 
to sit next to my friends and tell stories.” 

12.15pm - “After lunch the ladies 
help me brush my teeth. I make them 
sparkle and stop them getting dirty.”

“The ladies are all good at 
helping me learning new things. 
They are all my friends.”

2pm - “Some boys and girls go to 
football or assembly at the big school. I 
really like assembly, we talk about being 
kind to each other. I told a joke once.”

3pm - “I go home at 3pm. I have 
to clear out my tray. I take my 
pictures and my special book home 
with me to show my family.” 

“Sometimes we go down to the play 
field. It’s like an adventure. We went 
to Haddo House for a picnic.”

“In the afternoon I like going to 
the garden to play football. We 
play circle games like bug in a 
rug, when we want too.”

4pm - “When it gets later we go outside, 
play games, bake cakes and nice things. 
The ladies bring out more toys for us. I 
like the pet shop. We get a late snack 
before going home. My favourite snack 
is pancakes or home-made pizza.”

» Matthew M, Jesse I & Aoife M

* * *
“My buddy is kind to me.”
i
“We play with the boys and 
girls in the playground.”
i
“I’m excited to go to school,  
I will learn more numbers.”
i
“I’m going to be a big grown 
up boy like my brother.”
i
“School is cool. I like my 
new class room.”
i
“We meet our buddies in the 
library. They are nice.”
i
“I like going to school 
for Golden Time.”
i
“I am clever and school will 
help me be even more clever.”
i

“I have a special school 
uniform to wear.”

TRANSITION TO LOWER 1 QUOTES
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“After lunch the ladies help me 
brush my teeth. I make them sparkle 

and stop them getting dirty.”
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Last Thursday we went to Adventure Aberdeen. We went on 
the bus there. The first thing we did was going on the bikes. 
We did races. The second thing we did was the climbing wall. 
I was so excited because I climbed to the top! Then we had 
a snack. After the snack we did the Highland Games. We had 
to fling a boot. Next we did the tug of war. There was a blue 
tape in the middle of the rope. There were two yellow cones. 
We had to make the tape past the yellow cone. Next thing 
we did was Scotch Mist. We had to follow a rope. The person 
in front of you had to tell you what you had to do. Next we 
did a game that you had to pretend to cross a swamp with 
puzzle pieces without stepping in the swamp. Then we had 
lunch and then we went on the bus again home. My favourite 
thing was the climbing because I can climb to the top!

» Mati R (L1A)

LOWER 1A & B

Visit Adventure Aberdeen

First we got on the bus to get to Adventure Aberdeen. 
Then we got off the bus. Then we got into groups. Then my 
group went to the rock climbing wall and I nearly got to the 
top of the climbing wall! After my group went biking and I 
was nervous when I was on the big bikes. After we had a 
snack. After we did races on the bikes then we went for 
lunch. After lunch we did a game that you had to throw a 
welly boot. After we did the tug of war then we did Scotch 
Mist where you had to hold on to the rope and you had to tell 
the people behind you. Last of all we played a game where 
you had to pass the stepping stone to get all of your team 
to the other side. Then we got back on the bus to get back 
to school. My favourite thing to do was the rock climbing 
because I nearly got to the top of the rock climbing wall.

» Joli W (L1A)

 build-a-bear factory
....

MY TRIP TO ADVENTURE ABERDEEN
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First we go on to the bus then we 
went to Adventure Aberdeen. When 
we got to Adventure Aberdeen we 
met the instructors. Then we went 
on bikes it was lots of fun. Next we 
went to play Highland Games. Next 
we went rock climbing. Last we 
did the tug challenge. It was tricky 
but our team had 5 every time.

» Kitty D (L1B)

First I got on the bus and put on my 
seatbelt. I went with my class and the 
alphas to Adventure Aberdeen. First 
we did the Highland Games some were 
easy and some were hard. Then I went 
on the bikes. It was easy. Then I did 
the team challenge it was a bit hard. 
Then we had a break and did the rock 
climbing. Last we went back to school.

» Yasmine B (L1B)

...

VISIT TO THE 
BEAR FACTORY

Last week my Mum helped on the 
trip and we went on the bus. We went 
into the build a bear workshop and 
we chose the bears skin. Then we 
put the sound in. We put the hearts 
in. Then we put the stuffing in the 
bear. We chose the clothes. Then 
we picked the PJ’s and the sleeping 
bag. Then we paid for the bear.

» Victoria O (L1A)

Last week we went to the bear factory 
and we chose the skin. We chose the 
sound then we stuffed the bear. Then 
we chose the clothes. We chose the 
T-shirt and sleeping bag. We got a coat. 
We got a jumper. The colour is pink 
and it had silver spots and we got the 
PJ’s and the PJ’s colour had red and 
pink spots. The shoes had a paw. The 
trousers were blue. The bag was green 
and blue and we had a great time there.

» Joel O (L1A)
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THE CHOCOLATE JOURNEY

One day I was in my house. Suddenly 
I grew wings and I opened the window. 
Whoosh! I was in the sky! I could see 
a pile of snowflakes. I landed on the 
pile of snowflakes, feeling excited!

The pile shook. Crash! I had no choice 
but to take off again. I flew away. My 
wings sparkled and shimmered in the 
winter sun. I had yummy candy canes 
and cupcakes with me in case I got 
hungry. They were very colourful. 

As soon as I was in the air I looked 
down and saw chocolate rivers. 
They looked sticky so I continued 
on my journey. I flew over a yummy 
chocolate storm, a scary snowman 
monster, a great chocolate tree and 
a spooky alien. I kept flying because 
the alien was following me. 

Eventually, I came to a big bee 
coming to sting me. I had to quickly 
fly on. I pulled a leaver and whoosh! 
I zoomed! I saw fast, bright stars, 
hot fire, sparkly flowers, houses, 
big giants and a cool fairy. 

Exhausted, I made it to my final 
destination. I landed at chocolate 
land. I had lots of chocolate and 
then I flew home because I missed 
my mum and dad (I didn’t eat 
too much chocolate though!)

» Sabina B (L2A)

THE FLAMING FLYING JOURNEY

One evening, I was in the grass 
lands, patiently waiting for midnight 
to come so I could take off with my 
griffin wings. I needed to take off 
because I had to get back to my 
family. I raised my wings and flapped 
them. Soon, I was above the clouds. 

As soon as I was in the air I looked 
down and saw Cooking World. It was 
exciting so I continued on my journey. 
I flew over marshmallow clouds 
and burning lava pits. I kept flying 
because the lava pit was squirting 
up lava and I didn’t want to get hit!

Eventually I came to the fire falls. I 
had to fly on because I had to get 
home. I flew over the bubble river, 
the mountains and warm clouds. 

Exhausted, I made it to my final 
destination. I landed in Griffin World. 
I got a surprise when my family 
were there! I had a lovely time! 

» Max B (L2A) 

THE SPARKLY, FLYING JOURNEY

One day I went to the forest wearing 
my super-fast, colourful wings. 
Suddenly, huge lolly pops came 
towards me. They looked very yummy 
so I gave one a little lick. Then I wanted 
to launch so I climbed and climbed 
until I was at the top of the sweetie. 

I suddenly started running frantically 
because the lolly pop ground 
was so hard and sticky. I was 
strong. I kicked it off my foot and 
then my wings started to fly. 

As soon as I was in the air I looked 
down and saw so many marvellous, 
scary crocodiles. One was about to 
eat me so I continued on my journey. 
I flew over the sun, puff clouds and a 
very hot volcano. I kept flying because 
the volcano was about to explode. 
Eventually, I came to a sea with slime 
blocks and sparkly rainbows. I passed 
more rainbows and slime blocks. 

Exhausted, I made it to my final 
destination. I landed in song land. There 
were so many songs I wanted to sing so 
I sang myself to sleep… la, la, laaaaa! 

» Jomi O (L2A)

stories
about a 

f lying
- journey - 

L2A

This year Lower 2 Alpha and Beta have been studying a magical topic, with 2A writing stories 
titled ‘Our Magical Journey” and 2B creating poems about ‘The Magic Box’.
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I will put in the box,
A tooth from a Chinese dragon 
that slices through trees,
A dragon that I can fly on 
and does what I say,
A dragon that when its tail touches 
the trees it sets it on fire. 

I will put in the box,
A flying iPad that puts me on terraria,
A horse on terraria that I can ride,
A shop that I don’t need to pay. 

My box is fashioned with a terraria 
picture of the wall of flesh,
And a shiny ribbon that glows at night. 

I shall fly on my box,
Under the deep sea, with dolphins 
jumping up and down,
Following behind me. 

» Daniel G (L2B)

I will put in the box
The Thunderbirds stuff,
An automatic chlorine squirter,
A clock going anti-clockwise.

I will put in the box
A star launching machine,
A paint brush painting the ceiling,
A book opening and closing so 
you can’t see the pages.

I will put in the box, 
A jumping pair of scissors,
A double zig-zagged snake,
A rainbow leading to an invisible world.

I will put in the box,
A times table monster with 3 heads,
An upside-down R2 D2,
A spinning top that doesn’t 
stop spinning.

My box is fashioned from golden 
sunbeams and icy diamonds, 
With spikes made from 
emeralds on the lid.
Its hinges are made from 
rocks of the moon.
I shall play with my box on the high, 
wide, mountains of China, sail round 
to Russia in a big blue boat, then 
stay there for a day and a night.
In all of that red and blue light.

» Jonny T (L2B)

I will put in the box, 
Two superhero babies,
A unicorn that can make a rainbow,
The fastest motorbike.

I will put in the box,    
A chocolate cloud that rains chocolate, 
A cow that can sing my favourite tune,
A pencil that is walking to the park. 

I will put in the box,
A candy world,
A guinea pig that can fly, 
A dog and cat that has fire powers,
A deer that can dance.

My box is fashioned with
Ice and diamonds,
I shall go to America on my box.

» Sofia L (L2B)

---
Lower 2b: 

My Magic Box
----

31lower school



ANGER

Anger is like hot fire.
It tastes like horrid food. 
It smells like a kettle bursting with smoke. 
It looks like a volcano exploding with lava. 
It sounds like two pieces of 
metal clanging together.
It feels like hitting my head. 

» Zikora A (L3A)

SADNESS

Sadness is blue, like falling rain. 
It tastes like old, soft food. 
It smells like old toys.
It looks like having no friends.
It sounds like a silent playground. 
It feels like loneliness. 

» Toby O (L3A)

HAPPINESS 

Happiness is pink like soft petals.
It tastes like birthday cake. 
It smells like fresh flowers. 
It looks like everybody’s having fun. 
It sounds like children laughing. 
It feels like love in your heart. 

» Penny C (L3A)

As part of the pupils' personal social development, Lower 3 Alpha have been describing their emotions and 
putting them into poems with some fantastic examples of similes and imagery. They have also partook in role-play 
exercises which has allowed them the opportunity to explore their ideas more in-depth. The pupils have learned 

to express their viewpoints with sound reasoning and have been taught to respect the opinions of others. 

- Lower 3A -

SADNESS

Sadness is blue, like a river flowing. 
It tastes like rotten food. 
It smells like dirty ground. 
It looks like people crying. 
It sounds like sobbing. 
It feels like rain pouring. 

» Ose O (L3A)

HAPPINESS

Happiness is yellow, like a happy heart. 
It tastes like delicious ice-cream. 
It smells like an awesome pizza. 
It looks like a good night’s sleep.
It sounds like a speeding, 
fast rollercoaster 
If feels like a nice hug.

» Daniel O (L3A)

JOY

Joy is yellow, like the shiny sun. 
It tastes like tasty, chocolate cake. 
It smells like a summer’s day. 
It looks like a merry go round, 
going round and round. 
It sounds like children cheering.
It feels like people jumping for joy. 

» Emily F (L3A)

HAPPINESS

Happiness is pink, like beautiful petals. 
It tastes like vanilla ice-cream. 
It smells like soft chocolate cake. 
It looks like friends playing together. 
It sounds like birds singing beautifully. 
If feels like a full heart. 

» Ore A (L3A) 

ANGER

Anger is red, like boiling lava.
It tastes like very hot chilli.
It smells like dark, black smoke. 
It looks like an arrow on fire. 
It sounds like a volcano exploding. 
If feels like somebody screaming in pain. 

» Iain P (L3A)
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Anjola O

Lily Y

Poppy Y
William M

FLOODS

Families lost their homes
Lake over flowing

Often floods happen
Only when it is absolutely pouring

Deep, deep water coming 
into peoples’ homes

Slimy, dirty water is in a flood. 

William M (L3B)

LOWER 3B

FLOODS

Fast like the tap rushing very fast, 
Lots of deep water,

Over the mountains, 
Over the trees, 

Deep, deep, shocking water, 
Stormy, scary, frightening, terrifying,

Water. 

Georgia C (L3B)
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FLOODS

Floods cause lots of damage, 
they are rough! 
Lots of water. 

Only in some countries;
Only the River Dee busted its banks

Destroying your homes!
SO frightening! Dirty and wet! 

I don’t believe it! 
Nobody is safe! 

The castle might fall down! 
Hundreds of years hasn’t been seen

Everybody’s houses are gone! 

Why is this happening? 
Occasionally, this year, 
floods are happening.

Rushing, mad, chasing water. 
Long times of non-stop rain. 

Don’t give up, the sun will come back! 

Morgan S (L3B)

EXPERIMENT 1
THE WATER CYCLE 
IN A BOWL



Awesome animals 
in the Aquarium.
Quest to learn about the 
sea and seashore!
Under the sea, it 
felt like for me.
All the animals were 
amazing, but my 
favourite was the
Running, cute, friendly 
and shy meerkats.
I saw loads of cute, scary, 
fluffy and smooth animals.
Unbelievably fun times 
learning about the seashore.
My opinion is, this was a 
spectacular and fun visit!

» Akash B (L4A)

Lower 4A have been learning all about the sea and seashore this year. We have been learning about a variety of sea animals 
and habitats and we have also visited an aquarium. In writing, we have been looking at different types of poems including 
acrostic, Haiku, Kennings and rhyme. We decided to join these two projects together and here are some of our examples.  

All kinds of animals 
everywhere.
Quick, slithery 
snakes we held.
Unusually interesting 
facts we learned,
Around the huge building.
Red belly piranhas.
I saw some cute, 
fluffy meerkats.
Unbelievable tiny 
electric catfish.
My trip was amazing!

» Catherine B (L4A)

KENNINGS POEM

Fish eater
Many legs
Camouflage creature
Wobbly legs
Large head
Seabed swimmer
Mouth underneath
Funny to watch
What am I?

» Erin G (L4A)

HAIKU POEM

Sandy and lovely
Colourful and bountiful
Shimmering with sand

» Philip O (L4A)

HAIKU POEM 

Sea dragons are cool.
Gliding across the sea bed.
Beautiful all round.

» Scarlett W (L4A)

Some sand is boiling.
Every shell is different.
Awesome shells.
Saltwater is salty.
Happy sea animals.
Over the waves we go.
Really fantastic fish.
Every day at the shore is fun!

» Andreas J (L4A)
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EGYPTIAN NEWS  
 - 'DISCOVERY OF KING TUTS' TOMB!'

On Wednesday 4th November a water 
boy hit his head on a funny looking rock 
and called Howard Carter who was 
a great archaeologist working in the 
Valley of the Kings. His workers dug the 
rock up and they informed him it was the 
step to King Tuts’ Tomb! They dug up 
one step and then another and another 
until all 16 steps were uncovered.

Howard found a door that had a 
royal stamp on it so the tomb must 
have belonged to a very important 
person. He decided to send Lord 
Carnarvon a telegram to tell him to 
come with his daughter Lady Evelyn 
to witness the opening of the tomb. 
Soon they realised the top corner of 
the door was broken so maybe robbers 
broke in at the time. All the gold would 
not be inside the tomb. Howard Carter 
had shivering hands because he was 
nervous. He put a small hole in the 
door and lit a candle. Lord Carnarvon 
asking, “Can you see anything?”
“Yes, wonderful things, 
wonderful things!”

» Zara S - Chief Reporter (L4B)

Lower 4B

Egyptian Project

ALBYN L4B NEWS 
 - THE MISSING GOD 

Breaking news! An Egyptian God so 
called Anubis escaped from the national 
history museum in London. Anubis 
wears a jackal head and a robe. He 
has been seen walking down Union 
Street. Anubis is famous for funerals 
and deaths as he guides people to 
the afterlife and watches people while 
they get mummified. If you find him 
please contact Albynl4bnews.co.uk. 
Please help us save Egyptian history! 

» Ben P - Chief Reporter (L4B)

DAILY ERICA   
- KING TUTS TOMB FOUND

Last week in Egypt in the Valley of the 
King Howard Carter, the archaeologist, 
had been searching for 5 years to find 
King Tut's tomb. One day a waterboy 
tripped on a rock and it actually wasn’t 
a rock it was a step. So he took all the 
dust off all the steps and everyone was 
so happy because everyone knew every 
tomb had 16 steps it was a miracle. 
Howard Carter knew it was special 
because it had a royal stamp on it. So 
Howard Carter sent a telegram to Lord 
Carnarvon. Three weeks later Lord 
Carnarvon arrived in Egypt. They walked 
up to the door. The door has a crack 
in it. Howard Carter was worried. He 
dug a hole in the door. Lord Carnarvon 
asked “Can you see anything?” Howard 
Carter replied “Yes wonderful things!”

» Erica B - Chief Reporter (L4B)
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» Erica B (L4B)



This year has been a very busy year for our Lower 5 
classes who have been on several trips all over Scotland 
linking to their class topics. 

Their topic called ‘The Holiday Show’ took the children to St 
Andrews where they visited the cathedral and St. Andrews 
Golf Course whilst researching popular tourist attractions. 
Another topic titled ‘Extreme Survivors’ took the pupils to 
The Ocean Lab where they learned about the Hadal Zone 
and the creatures who live deep at the bottom of the sea, 
followed by a visit to Newburgh beach where they learned 
how to put up tents. The pupils also attended a spectacular 
performance by the Watoto African Children’s Choir at Kings 
Community Church, to name but a few fantastic trips.

During their Extreme Survivor studies, the children 
were visited by Gillian Fowler – founder of Backstrong 
Adventures - back in February this year. Gillian started the 
organisation after recovering from breaking her back and 
being paralysed for some time following a horse riding 
incident. She aims to help people with injuries similar to 
hers to achieve great things. At the time of her visit she was 
training to climb Mount Kilimanjaro and came to speak to 
the children about what this entailed. Mr Chimp, the Lower 
School mascot wanted to help raise funds for those with 

spinal injuries and conditions too so joined Gillian on the climb, 
sporting a hand-knitted jumper with the Albyn logo on front. 

Since the visit, we are happy to announce that both Gillian 
and Mr Chimp were successful in reaching the top of Mount 
Kilimanjaro. After a good rest Gillian decided to take our Lower 
5’s for a trek around the beautiful Loch Muick to give them the 
chance to become extreme survivors themselves whilst also 
keeping fit as part of their ‘Fit for Life’ topic.

The Children had a fantastic time surrounded by the beautiful 
scenery and were hugely inspired by Gillian and her story. 
Some wrote poems and articles to describe their time at  
Loch Muick. 
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LOCH MUICK 

Sshh! The peace and quiet,
A rustle in the leaves,
A deer pops its head out,
Then runs away and leaves.

The beauty of the river,
Shimmering in the light,
The steep ferocious mountain,
A challenge if you’re afraid of heights.

I loved the Loch Muick trip,
I will always remember the view,
Playing on the beach,
Running around with you!

» Tiana M (L5B)

Up on the hills
And where people can go
Flowers and plants and 
mountains with ice
Loch Muick, it’s a stunning 
place where I can go

Photos and pictures and paintings
The mountains are the history!
Down on the hills and coming back
Will be a day that I will never forget!!

» Emma R (L5A)

All around and above Loch Muick
There’s wildlife everywhere
We take for granted the 
beauty of nature

We tear up trees and cut them down
We destroy the beauty of nature
But in Loch Muick the beauty 
of nature remains

In Loch Muick the deer roam free
The frogs jump in ponds
Wildlife forever will remain 
in Loch Muick

» Aelfred B (L5A)

“It’s like a magical mirror that picks 
up the reflection of anything….
It makes everyone happy”

» Nicholas C (L5a)

“When you broke your back a few 
years ago, you had limited movement 
and a long path to recovery. This led 
to meeting new people and being 
inspired by them. After that you must 
have felt a buzz inside you because 
you believed in yourself and then you 
started the web page, ‘Backstrong 
Adventures.’ Feeling more alive than 
ever before (at least that is how I 
would feel!) you decided to climb the 
highest mountain in Africa; Mount 
Kilimanjaro. Climbing Mount Kilimanjaro 
is extremely difficult, let alone doing 
after recovering from a broken back!
After the amazing success you 
joined us on our not-so-hard-as-
climbing-Mt-Kilimanjaro adventure 
to walk at Loch Muick!
Lovely views everywhere around,
Outstanding nature where I look.
Calming sights I will never forget…
Happy feelings grow right here.
Many people leave with mouths 
open with excitement,
Unbelievable feelings spark inside you.
Incredible views make you 
feel so welcomed,
Chirping of the birds in my ear.
Keep thinking I must come 
back again soon…

The day I went to Loch Muick with 
you is a day I will never forget…”

» Anna-Maria S (L5B)

“I found the trip a very interesting 
experience and I hope we do 
something like it again. ‘Backstrong 
Adventures’ has inspired me and I 
hope it does the same for others as 
well. I think that it is amazing that you 
are doing things like climbing Mount 
Kilimanjaro after your accident.”

» Gregor M (L5B)

“Breathing fresh air into me.
Journey to Loch Muick, 
green and beautiful.
It was amazing, spectacular 
and immense.”

» Finn B (L5B) 

Lots of lovely scenery.
Obviously lots of fun.
Chilly scenes going by,
Happy smiles on people’s faces.
Massive opportunity,
Unforgettable views.
Icy mountains,
Chimp the monkey came too!
Kicking stones around the beach.
Loch Muick is lovely.

» Emma C (L5B)

This poem is dedicated to one of 
the most amazing ladies I have 
ever met; Gillian Fowler.
Landscapes are beautiful,
Outstanding mountains.
Can’t control the feeling,
Have to come here again!
Millions of things to see,
Unimaginable views,
In the loch,
Capturing the weather,
Kind friends with you.

» Nuala W (L5B)

Over the hills 
And down again
Around the loch
Walking on the glen

Over here there is a beautiful place
But be careful
Just in case….
You trip and you fall
And you bash your head
On a rocky wall

Look at that scenery
So beautiful
You may see
Nothing is more incredible
Than the buzzing of the bees

It was Loch Muick
The place where we were
A beautiful place
With lots of birds

» Jigya K (L5A)
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THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF SCOTLAND 
AND THE ROYAL MILE

On the twenty-fourth of March 2016, the second day of the 
Edinburgh trip, Lower six visited the National Museum of 
Scotland. On arrival, Lower six were directed to the Lunch 
Room, located on the ground floor, to eat our packed lunch 
provided by the Edinburgh Central Youth Hostel. After eating 
our food and sweets we proceeded on to the first floor which 
displayed a Lego Exhibition. This included incredible Lego 
models of famous things and places in the world like the 
Leaning Tower of Pisa and the Empire State Building and 
so many more amazingly detailed models. Another part of 
the Exhibition was were you could build your own models 
with all kinds of Lego, the next exhibition was the Space 
Oddities, there was a screening showing the Big Bang. It 
showcased how the Big Bang shaped the world today as 
well as showing telescopes and pieces from space including 
a rock crawling with bacteria, as it said on the sign. 

Moving onto our next exhibition we were greeted by a vast 
room filled with stuffed animals from enormous African 
elephants to tiny little Artic Hares giving information on 
signs. There was even a weighing machine comparing 
you to an animal, the majority of the class were either 
Emperor penguins or just under or over. As well as that 
you can go and race against Usain Bolt on a bike but sadly 
this wasn’t working. If you go on to the second floor just 
above you are still in the animal exhibition however we 
were on the same level with the hanging animals like the 
aquatic animals like whales and dolphins as well as the 

L6 Trip

This year our L6 pupils had a 
jammed-packed, 2 night trip to 

Edinburgh. Here are some reports 
on what happened during the trip 

written by the pupils.   

bird and other animals that can fly. On this level we went 
around and did little tests like smelling disgusting smells 
including fox poo, skunk stench. Another test was trying to 
make out a camouflaged animal surrounded by its natural 
hiding place and of course guessing which animal was the 
imposter pretending to be a dangerous animal to protect 
them from predators despite them actually being harmless.  

THE ROYAL MILE 

We started off the journey down The Royal Mile after 
our visit to the museum, we were all pretty tired after 
the museum visit but we were all very excited for getting 
sweets such as fudge and getting cool souvenirs. We 
stopped at a lot of different and cool shops but I think 
the majority class favourite was The Taste of Scotland. 

» Yuanne D, Sam D, Onari B 
 & Trent N - (L6A)

EDINBURGH Z00
"Visiting the penguins in Edinburgh Zoo  
was my favourite part of the trip!" L6 PUPIL
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L6 TRIP TO EDINBURGH CASTLE

On Thursday the 24th of March 2016 Lower 6 went to 
Edinburgh Castle as part of our trip. We were separated 
in to five activity groups to explore the castle. Most of us 
thought it was the biggest castle we have ever been in and 
it even had the Crown Jewels of Scotland. We explored 
the dungeons and some of us even got locked inside! We 
looked into a prisoners’ life and other people who lived 
in the castle. There was an exhibition on a prisoners’ life 
and there were a few doors that were used once for a 
prison. On the doors were scratches and markings which 
a prisoner once made during his time in the dungeons. 

There is a famous canon called Mons Meg and it goes off at 
1 o'clock every day. It survived WW2 and used gunpowder 
instead of a fuse like other canons. It has wooden wheels 
unlike other cannons at the castle which use a stone base 
painted in black. At this cannon you can look inside and read 
a plaque about it in World War Two. Next to Mons Meg there 
are telescopes where you can look out at all of Edinburgh.

We saw the Crown Jewels of Scotland and there were fake 
jewels for blind people which we could touch and feel. We 
went into a dimmer room and there they were... The Crown 
Jewels of Scotland! They were gleaming and were all shiny. 
They have different gemstones like diamonds, rubies and 
sapphires. Most of the jewels were made of gold and velvet.   
Also in the castle there was a room in which a queen was 
born. Even that room had paintings plastered all over the 
walls. All the rooms have historic painting on the walls. After 
all that there were two gift shops with lots of souvenirs 
and we bought something to take home. At the end of the 
day we were all tired but it was a very enjoyable time.

» Tiegan R, Eva S, Rebecca M 
 & Olivia P - (L6A)

EDINBURGH YOUTH HOSTEL REVIEW 

On Wednesday the 23rd of March Lower 6 travelled to 
Edinburgh, we had an awesome bus journey. Later we 
arrived at the Edinburgh Youth Hostel and unloaded our 
bags and eagerly awaited to find out where our rooms were. 
We did have some people who didn’t quite like their rooms, 
but soon we got used to our new room and people loved 
their room-mates. We got into the rooms and got ready for 
dinner. When we went down, it was chicken and chips and 
a chocolate brownie with cranberry sauce. Then we got 
ready to go to bowling and we had a lot of fun. After the 
bowling we came back to the hostel and had a little snack, 
a cookie and juice. Once we settled down we fell asleep.

The next morning we awoke at 7:00am, got ready and 
headed down for breakfast at 8:00am which was cereal, 
toast and juice. In the evening we went to the cinema to see 
‘Kung Fu Panda 3.’ It was amazing, we learnt chia (The Kung 
Fu Panda magic) and got popcorn and a juice. When we 
were leaving the cinema we went to Frankie and Bennies 
for an ice-cream and milky buttons. YUM! We got back to 
the Hostel and after a tiring day we fell asleep zzzzzzz.

The next morning when we got up and had 
the same breakfast as the day before, packed, 
then off we went back to Aberdeen. 

» Kiera R, Joanna L, Finlay M & Simi O - (L6A)

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF SCOTLAND

The lower six year group went to the National Museum 
of Scotland on Thursday; their second day, after an 
interesting trip to Edinburgh Castle. On the way to the 
National Museum of Scotland they walked a bit of the 
Royal Mile, then walked the rest on the way back.

The first thing they did when they got there was have lunch 
in this place with lots of tables. There was another school 
that had lunch just before them. On the ground floor of the 
museum there was a Lego exhibition going on so they got 
to see and build lots of different buildings. There was also a 
massive section that you could see on all three floors. There 
was also a small section on space which was on the ground 
floor next to the animal section; some children watched a 
very interesting video on space and what happens there.

They also saw another section on masks, instruments and 
costumes. They enjoyed trying on a couple of the different 
masks and played on some unusual and exciting instruments 
that came from all over the world. They also visited the gift 
shop where they could get something to remember their trip 
to the Edinburgh Museum. Over all Lower 6 had a great time! 

» Jenna D, Ella I, Elizabeth G 
 & Rebecca W - (L6B)
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THE LIFE OF BEING 
THE SOLDIER I AM

Emptied cartridges 
scatter the field. 
Gun fires and ricochets. 
The sounds of death 
everywhere I look. 
Crimson red blood. 
Staining every inch 
of the trench. 

Friends and loved ones 
lying down peacefully. 
Their last words. 
To live was an adventure 
but it all has to end. 
One out of a million soldiers. 
I was afraid I would be 
one of those few. 

Bang! Goes 
the grenade. 
Ricochet goes 
the shot gun. 
No man’s 
land is no 
place to go. 
I thought 
to myself 
“Will this 
never end?”
I thought I wouldn’t 
live to this day. 
Four years of battle. 
All gone now. 
Cheers of glory travel 
miles with happiness. 
Silver medals awarded 
with pride
That is the life of being 
the soldier I am. 

» Taya B (L7A)

MY SAD WAR

I’m stomping to war 
thinking “Why me?”
Wondering why
Dead men are recumbent in
Poppy red blood
I quivered and 
Tre-m-bled
In fear

I am hobbling through war
Thinking why
I hold my rust coloured head
High
And as time
P-a-s-s-e-s by
I continue wondering why

I am limping back home 
Feeling all alone
I get to my town
To find it is
Gone
The light shines
Down on me
As my 
Ash grey adventure
Carries on. 

» Kelly G (L7A)
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DARE I LOOK AWAY

Sitting staring out 
of my window
The city of Berlin dismal 
like a dead flower
What I am seeing is horrific
But dare I look away

The misty grey skies 
hardly recognisable
My gaze turned to 
people on the streets
I see real fear in their eyes
Not knowing what will 
become of them
Their walk turned to a run 
as an air raid siren goes off
My heart stops
But dare I look away

The low grumbles of the 
planes rings in my ear
The same sounds 
as yesterday 
Then comes the smoke 
as black as ash
Suddenly I hear the scary 
staccato shots being fired
You’re supposed to 
hide, hide your eyes
But dare I look away

Sitting staring out 
of their window
I wonder if there is a child
On the other side like me
With a petrified parent 
and a collapsing city 
And a future with 
nothing but dread 

The war is no place 
for children
But dare we look away

» Kirsty D (L7G)

SHELL SHOCK

Blood
Blood is all I see, 
Day in day out,
No rest, 
Young men now looking 
like old men,
Their eyes scarred 
by the horror.

Fear
Fear is all I feel,
He steps all over me,
Worrying a bomb might 
drop any time now.
Soldiers taken over by,
Shell shock.

Love
Love is all I’ve lost,
My children sent away,
To people I do not even know,
My husband lying down in the
middle of a war,
Hoping his children are safe. 

» Leena S (L7A)

LOWER 7 

WW2
PROJECT

» Natasha H

» Zoe B
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THE WAR OF THE SEA

The sea is calm as 
I float along,
Its Delph blue colour and 
its slow splashing sound
But I know that soon 
its sound will drown
And I fill with terror 
as I know for sure
That its colour will be red 
with the blood of man
And many of my brothers 
and sisters will drown
Swallowed by the unforgiving 
wrath of the sea,
The immortal hunter 
that never sleeps. 
And all of their deaths 
I lay on one man
And my hatred for him 
drives me on and on. 

But back to the present 
I bring you now
For I am the H.M.S Ajax
And my guns are loaded 
and my shells go bang!
And ship after ship 
my bullets do ram. 
And my captain, Charles 
Woodhouse, driving 

forward toward
The death and death of 
the war of the sea.

For the H.M.S was the 
name I was dubbed
And my name is my duty 
and I hold it to my soul
And I have but one purpose 
and that purpose is war
And that is all I know – 
the war of the sea.
As the battle approaches 
the sky goes dark, 
The light is blocked 
by the Luftwaffe, 
But our anti-aircraft 
guns are strong and 
shooting them down…

The battle is won but 
the war is not done,
It seems like forever that 
this war is going on
The horror never ceases 
of the war of the sea
The death and rotting 
of the war of the sea
The never ending rage 
of the war of the sea…

» Findlay C (L7B)

JEWISH MUSICIAN

I used to love playing the clarinet. 
But now I hate it. 
I am forced to play it. 
I get no rest. 
I am so tired it feels like I have a ton of bricks on my back. 
If I play badly then soldiers will beat and call me ‘dirty Jew’. 
Every so often I will hear the crack of a gun. 
We all know that it’s a Jew being shot. 
My clarinet is held together by string and cloth. 
I am so weak I can hardly blow through my clarinet. 
Everyone in the camp is as thin as a post. 
I know I have to escape or I will die. 
Other Jews fall to the ground like 
leaves of a tree in autumn. 
But my clarinet plays on. 

» Will C (L7B)



> AIRPORT

We checked our bags in at Aberdeen Airport at 6:30am. We 
then went through security and decided a meeting place 
beside our gate. We were then allowed to walk around in 
groups of three or four to buy comics or sweets and drinks.

Our plane departed from Aberdeen Airport at about 8:25am.  
We were offered drinks and crisps on the one-and-a half  
hour flight.

When we arrived at Heathrow Airport - London, we followed 
the signs for flight connections then scanned our boarding 
passes and decided another meeting place. Again, we chose 
our groups of three or four and got a limit on where we were 
allowed to go. We then had some time to walk around and 
buy lunch. Our flight was supposed to depart from Heathrow 
at 13:35pm but it was delayed and we got on half-an-hour 
later, at 14:05pm.

The plane journey from Heathrow Airport to Charles De 
Gaulle Airport felt like two minutes when it was in fact 1 hour 
and 20 minutes and we arrived at 16:25 local time.

> NORMANDY

After the flight, we departed on our coach and met our coach 
driver for the week - Doren.

[  Normandy Trip  ] 

We arrived at around 8 o’clock (local time) at the Maison 
Familiale Bon Sejour - our home for the week.

We got some food (pizza, bread, cheese, ham, salami and a 
muffin). After that we were all exhausted after a day of travelling 
so we were allocated our rooms and got ready for bed.

MONDAY

We were awoken by Mr. Macklin’s loud banging on our door 
at approximately 7:15am local time. We got changed and got 
breakfast in the restaurant downstairs. After having a filling 
breakfast (cereal, hot chocolate and orange juice) we went to 
make our sandwiches. We had the choice of ketchup, salad 
cream, mustard, salami, ham, cheese, lettuce and tomatoes. 
We then went to the bank (our group leaders) and took a 
reasonable amount of money out each day.

> MEMORIAL PEGASUS MUSEUM

We went to see the original Pegasus Bridge and then we saw 
a replica WW2 glider and watched a short film about how 
the Pegasus Bridge was captured and how effective and 
important it was during the D-Day landings.

After that we walked across the new bridge and back and 
then we had lunch beside it.
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" there were many more 
graves than you can 
imagine. They are 

all around you 
wherever you look."

"we caught sight of 
some ‘Hercules’ planes 

practicing for the 
6th of June."



> P’TIT CHEF ACADEMY

After lunch we got back on the bus and drove to the P’tit Chef 
Academy and made crepes after getting a demonstration 
from a professional chef and after we had all made our 
delicious crepes we were allowed to add toppings such as 
chocolate sauce, sugar and lemon. We all had some juice to 
go with it and ate them all up!!!!

> MERVILLE BATTERY MUSEUM

Afterwards, we went to the Merville Battery Museum at 
around about 15:30 p.m. 

We listened to a realistic bunker 
attack and experienced the  
feeling of the soldiers in the 
bunker at the time. 
We were then allowed to walk round the battery in groups of 
three or four.

We travelled back to the hotel and walked down to the beach 
just outside the hotel and had about 1 hour of free time there.

We got dinner (vegetable soup, cream chicken and ice-lollies 
for pudding) and made our way to bed after a really long and 
tiring day.

TUESDAY 

We woke up at 7:15am and got ready for a long day, before 
making our way to breakfast (the breakfast was the same 
all week). After making our delicious sandwiches, we went 
onto the bus and set off on our way to the American Military 
Cemetery. We spent a while there and there were many 
more graves than you can imagine. They are all around you 
wherever you look. 

> POINTE DU HOC

We drove to ‘Pointe du Hoc’ and walked round in our travel 
groups. We saw bomb craters left since 1944. We were 
allowed in to the old bunkers and saw the gun emplacements.

> OMAHA BEACH

When we were finished looking around we stopped off at 
Omaha beach for lunch. We couldn’t stay for very long as the 
weather was very bad. In the time that we were there, we 
caught sight of some ‘Hercules’ planes practicing for the 6th 
of June.

> ARROMANCHES

We then travelled to the Arromanches 360 Cinema and it was 
amazing how real it looked and sounded. We saw 360 images 
and video footage of the D-Day landings. 

After seeing the mini-film, we visited the Arromanches 
Invasion Museum and watched a few short films about how 
the Mulberry Harbour was made and why it was made and 
how effective it was during D-Day.

After arriving back at the hotel we went to the disco after 
having dinner and then we went to bed.
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WEDNESDAY

We got woken up and then made our way to the Bayeux 
Market after eating breakfast, making our sandwiches and 
then getting money out for the day.

> BAYEUX

We spent a short time at the Bayeux Market and then met 
back altogether outside a café in the market.

We then walked round the Bayeux cemetery and travelled  
to Festyland.

> FESTYLAND

We all had so much fun in Festyland and most of us 
conquered the scary rides. By the end of the day we were all 
exhausted so we went back to the hotel and relaxed on the 
beach for a while before having dinner and going to bed.

THURSDAY

> MERVILLE MARKET

We went to the local town market this morning where we 
really got to practice our French. There were stalls selling 
things like: Chicken (which some people bought and ate!), 
strawberries, raspberries, pastries and sausages.  

> MONT SAINT MICHEL

We were woken up and got dressed before going down 
to breakfast. We made our sandwiches and took out some 
money for the day.

We travelled by bus to Mont Saint Michel and then had our 
lunch before heading down towards the shuttle-buses. After a 
very short journey to the island of Mont Saint Michel we were 
allocated to a meeting place where we would check-in every 
forty minutes. Again, we were allowed to go around in groups 
of three or four. After a few hours we returned to the hotel 
and then as it was our last night, we were allowed to go to the 
beach and then after dinner, the disco. Then we went to bed.

FRIDAY 

> LEAVING 

We woke up, had breakfast and packed up the remainder of 
things left in our rooms. The teachers did a room inspection 
to check if we left anything behind. After our 4 and a half 
hour drive to the Charles de Gaulle Airport, we went through 
security and then had 20 minutes of free time (which most 
of us used to buy a Starbucks) we then boarded the plane to 
London Heathrow Airport.

We arrived in London Heathrow Airport and then a few hours 
later we had a pleasant flight to Aberdeen Airport, where we 
all met our parents and said thank you to the teachers!!!!

» Gabi R & Evie B – (L7B)
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Whilst our Lower 7’s were across the channel visiting the beaches of Normandy, the remaining pupils got 
the opportunity to practice their theatrical talents by producing and rehearsing a play called ‘Bombs and 
Blackberries’, written by Julia Donaldson. The play is set during World War 2 in Manchester and follows a 
group of children who return to the city after their evacuation to the countryside, believing they are now 

safe. However when they hear the air-raid sirens go off again things become very, very scary. 

The pupils performed in the Wood Arts and Lecture Theatre on the Thursday lunchtime, and in only 
three days of putting the play together, the students (with the help of Miss Sinclair), did a truly fantastic 
job! With superb costumes, engrossing stage settings and incredible acting, anyone could have been 

fooled in to thinking they had been rehearsing for ages! The pupils spoke of how much they enjoyed the 
process and the Lower School now have plans to be putting many more plays on in the future. 

“WOW is the word the comes to my mind in response to their show ‘Bombs and 
Blackberries’ – the children worked under the direction of Miss Sinclair for 3 days 

and put on the most incredible show. It had me laughing, in tears and left with 
goose bumps of pride.  I am sorry that you were not all able to witness it.” 

  
Miss Brown (L5B)

“The pupils were AMAZING and we put together the show between Tuesday and Thursday 
this week – you would have thought we had been rehearsing it for months! 

I am so unbelievably proud of them – they were amazing and worked SO hard.” 

Miss Sinclair (L5A)
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Being cut off from the internet, miles 
away from any bustling city and being 
too far out for a mobile to work can seem 
to some teenagers that they have been 
thrown into one of their worst nightmares. 
But for me, being close to the sprawling 
Scottish countryside signifies that I have 
returned to my second home; a small 
campsite nestled away in the Highlands.
I can still remember the curiosity and anticipation of my 5 
year old self as my Father drove up to the open gate for 
the first time. The car had been filled to the brim with food, 
clothes and collapsible chairs, the overflow of which was 
pinning me against the window. Yet nothing could tear my 
eager eyes away from the array of tents and caravans that 
we drove past, and as the car drove to a halt on the grass 
I clambered out in a hurry. I took great pride in choosing 
what I thought would be the perfect place to pitch the tent, 
not too far away from the facilities but not too close to 
other families. By the time everything was set up I already 
felt at home. My younger brother and I had immediately 
run off to the play park, the place that we would spend 
the majority of our weekend. Races to the top of the 
rope-climbing structure soon ensued, quickly followed 
by eager turns on the flying fox. It wasn’t long before we 
were joined by other like-minded children, and friendships 
were quickly formed. Having to abandon our escapades 
for the seemingly dull task of having dinner was initially 
deemed as ruining our fun, however there was something 
endearing about sitting around in camping chairs enjoying 
a barbecue. It was like we were in our own little world, 
miles away from civilisation. It may not have been the 
appetising food that is found in a comfy restaurant, but for 
our family the slightly charred meat was enjoyable enough.

By the time night fell, I couldn’t contain my excitement 
at the prospect of sleeping in a tent for the first time. 
My sleeping bag was all laid out, the chairs had been 
put away and our torches appeared to be the only 
source of light. As I got into a comfortable position 
in the tent, I admired the way that it suddenly felt 
as if I were cut off from reality, I was suddenly in my 

own little bubble with no interaction from the outside 
world. I found myself drifting off to sleep, with thoughts 
of the hill walks that would soon be ventured on.

Unfortunately, the sleep didn’t last long. We were rudely 
awoken with the obnoxious honking of ducks surrounding 
our tent, evidently hoping for some more scraps of food. 
Clambering out of the tent and coming face to face with 
a duck was not the start of the day that I had envisioned. 
It wasn’t too long before we were making our way up the 
nearby hill, following the trail up to the highest peak. The 
view when we finally made it was worth any complaining I 
had previously done. The whole village and surrounding area 
was spread out below us, I felt a sense of gratitude at living 
in a country where a view like this could be right on your 
doorstep. We made the trip to this view almost every day that 
week, and the sight still blew me away each time. Before I 
knew it, it was time to pack up and leave. It had amazed me 
how much fun my brother and I had, we had barely argued 
(which was a miracle in itself). It may have rained most of 
the time, but that didn’t dampen any of our spirits. As we 
placed the last bag into the boot of the car and drove out 
of the site, I made a promise to return to this idyllic spot.

This second trip occurred the year after, and then the year 
after that. It became a yearly tradition for us to pack up the car 
and travel to the campsite. However it didn’t take long for my 
brother and I to grow out of the tent, and so by the fourth or 
fifth visit, we upgraded to a camper van. It was like we were 
visiting for the first time again, as camping without a tent was 
a whole new experience. Instead of sleeping on the marshy 
ground, I got to say that I slept in the raised roof of our van. 
The actual campsite hadn’t changed; the park was the same, 
the layout was the same, even the wardens were the same. 
But I had changed. Now when other kids joined me in the 
park, I was too shy to talk to them. My lack of confidence 
ensured that I left this time without a new group of friends, 
the only social contact I had was with my family. That isn’t to 
say I didn’t have fun though, because yet again I as in awe at 
the spectacular views that could be seen from the hills. But 
I knew that my character was changing, and the confident, 
bubbly girl that I had once been was beginning to slip away.

At the beginning of my adolescent years, the camper van was 
then replaced with a caravan. We felt like proper campers 
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Reflective Writing Escape to the Country



now, and the added space and facilities naively led me to 
believe that this would be the best trip yet. However family 
issues intervened, and it ended up being one of the worst. 
My brother had realised that having an older sister was not 
fun or cool, and chose to ignore me while he spent time 
engrossed in a video game. My parents were preoccupied 
with their usual fighting. And to top it all off, regulations had 
changed at the campsite meaning that it was no longer 
allowed to feed the ducks, a tradition that I had always 
enjoyed. Not even the sprawling hills could save this disaster 
of a trip. By the end of the week, I was perfectly content to 
be leaving, hoping that things would be better next time.

My next camping trip was without a doubt one of the 
strangest. It was the first holiday without my dad, and it was 
almost a test to see how we would cope. To my surprise, 
the three of us banded together to complete all the tasks 
that he had previously done himself. My mum was able 
to physically tow the caravan, my brother sorted out the 
electrics and I ensured that we had a supply of water. It may 
have been difficult at first, but we quickly got into a routine. 
Walks during the day helped us forget our problems, and 
sitting around during the evenings gave us a chance to 
discuss our feelings. Slowly but surely, our divided family 
was reconnecting and getting stronger. Yet no matter how 
hard we tried, it still felt like something was missing.

This problem was easily fixed by the time the next year rolled 
around. This time we were accompanied by an excitable, 
bounding puppy who was experiencing camping for his first 
time. Instead of dwelling on our previous visits, our whole 
time was taken up by running after the bundle of energy and 
trying to tire him out by walking up the steepest hills we could 
find. He gave us all a sense of optimism, the feeling that our 
family was complete again. Camping with a dog is a brand 
new experience, so it was as if we were starting fresh and 
setting a happier tone for the trips that would likely follow.

I have been visiting the campsite for as long as I can 
remember, and it will always be looked back upon for being 
an important part of my life. After all, it has been one of the 
few constants in my life as I have grown up and matured. My 
personality has changed, my friendship groups have changed 
and my family had changed. But I know that the campsite 
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itself is still basically the same, and I could find my way around 
the nearby hills without a map or trail. Without my experience 
of camping, I might not have been so willing to put myself 
forward for the Duke of Edinburgh expedition and I may have 
missed out on one of the most rewarding experiences of my 
life, undertaking the Gold award in the French Alps. There’s 
not much that can compare to seeing a view filled only with 
nature and landscapes, no human intervention in sight. The 
campsite is somewhere that I have a personal connection 
to, and the positive memories of my time there overshadows 
any negative incidents. If I ever need to escape from the 
stresses of life in the future years to come, I won’t hesitate 
to drive up and relax in the comfort of the Scottish hills.

» Amy Y (U6S)

"I was suddenly in my own little bubble with no interaction from the outside world. I found 
myself drifting off to sleep, with thoughts of the hill walks that would soon be ventured on."
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RENOVATION OF DEPARTMENT

With the start of a busy, new academic year came a 
new state-of-the-art look for the Business & Economics 

Department. Both classrooms had been completely 
renovated with the most up to date SmartBoards, new 

flooring, painted walls, new furniture and equipped with 
30 new laptops for use within the Department. It is now 

a vibrant environment for pupils to learn and thrive!

Business
Studies

& 
- ECONOMICS -

2016
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U3 BUSINESS MANAGEMENT  
– COCA COLA CHALLENGE

Each year Coca Cola set a Real Business Challenge and 
this year was perhaps the trickiest yet! Set with the task 
of developing a new, sustainable, healthy drink, in groups 
our Upper 3 Business Management class assumed roles 
of Managing Director, Marketing Director, Finance Director, 
Creative Director and Sustainability Manager in order to 
compete against each other. Through excellent teamwork 
our groups came up with some wonderful ideas that were 
highly creative, viable, cost-effective and sustainable. As 
only one entry from each school is allowed, we held our own 
competition to determine which group should be entered. 
The judges were from our very own Albyn School Marketing 
Department and were very impressed by the standard of our 
groups. Overall, team TahiTanga were crowned Albyn winners 
with their grape and roselle flower drink, Rosellio – well done!

GLOBAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
WEEK ESSAY COMPETITION

For the first time, the department ran an essay competition 
to celebrate Global Entrepreneurship Week. It was 
a huge success and we offer our congratulations to 
Ngozi M (U5G) who took home first prize (and Amazon 
vouchers!) for her essay “Are entrepreneurs Born or 
Made?” Check out her fantastic essay in the spring 
edition of Alba Lynes, the Albyn School Literary and 
Debating magazine on Albyn School's website.

ENTREPRENEUR LIVE! 2016

Our Higher Business Management classes has a 
fun-filled and action packed day in Edinburgh when 
they attended the Tutor2U Entrepreneur Live! 2016 
conference. Pupils from all over Scotland were in 
attendance to hear from bright, young entrepreneurs. 

A Highlight of the day was hearing 
from the owner of Mallzee, 
an online shopping app who 
had just secured investments 
of £2.5 million from backers, 
including the Royal Mail and 
Skyscanner CEO, Gareth Williams.
In addition to this, the pupil groups from each school were set 
the challenge of pitching a product during the conference. 
The Albyn group pitched their own healthy food snack. 

INSTITUTE OF CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS OF 
ENGLAND AND WALES BASE COMPETITION 2016

The Advanced Higher Business Management classes had 
a challenge of their own when they attended the ICAEW 
Base 2016 competition in Edinburgh. Working with mentor 
members from ICAEW, our pupils had to analyse a case study 
from one of the ICAEW professional exams and create a 
SWOT analysis as well as giving recommendations on how 
to improve on weaknesses and overcome threats. They then 
had to pitch their recommendations to the room of over 100 
attendees as well as a panel of esteemed judges including 
the ICAEW Deputy President. Both our teams did extremely 
well and should be congratulated on their performance.

SCOTTISH ECONOMICS SOCIETY 
STUDENT CONFERENCE

This year we were the only school from Aberdeen City 
to attend the annual Scottish Economics Society Student 
Conference in Perth Concert Hall. Many schools were in 
attendance to hear from a range of speakers including 
academics, teachers and industry leaders. The key note 
speaker this year was Stephen Boyle, Chief Economist for 
the Royal Bank of Scotland. Themes included behavioural 
economics, economics of health, the housing market and 
studying Economics at university. It gave our pupils the 
chance to explore topics not covered by their current syllabus 
but also apply the new concepts and theory to their own 
studies. They found it hugely engaging and are thoroughly 
looking forward to what the next conference has in store!

Check out her 
fantastic essay in 
the spring edition 
of Alba Lynes
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At Albyn we do a wide variety of 
activities to increase and expand our 
ICT skills and computing knowledge 
by working through a wide spectrum 
of ICT related games, courses and 
game design. Here is an insight into this 
years U2 class. We started our year by 
independently working through Word, 
PowerPoint and Excel. We learnt how to 
create spreadsheets, enhance our essays 
and professionalise our presentations, 
this was very useful for all our subjects in 
which we had to present data in various 
different ways. We then made a Scratch 
interactive quiz that functioned differently 
according to what we programmed it to 
do. This was the basic format of our quiz;

Ask the user for their name 
and say ‘Hello (user’s name).’
>    Ask the user a question 

by choosing a keyboard 
characters (1, 2 or 3).

>    Tell the user if their answer 
is correct or incorrect.

>  If the answer is incorrect, 
the Sprite should say ‘Sorry, 
wrong answer! Try again’.

>    The question should re-appear 
for the user to try again.

>    If the answer is correct, the 
Sprite should do an action 
and say ‘Correct. Well done!’

My scratch quiz was based on the Angry 
Birds game and when the person got 
the answer correct they would be able 
to play a level and if they managed 
to succeed they would earn 3 golden 
medals; but if they failed to answer 
the question or failed to destroy the 
enemies they would lose a golden 
medal. There were 2 questions that 
asked the name of the country's city, 
one maths question and a random 
general knowledge question. I aimed 
to achieve an interactive game that 
not only required you to answer some 
questions but had an element of fun as 
well and I managed to achieve just that.

We then did a topic of mobile 
technologies with Mr Macdonald which 
included researching about hardware 
and software, WAN and LAN, networks 
and then we were given an activity to 
use our own knowledge of hardware and 

ICT/Computing
Science

software and inputs/outputs to suggest 
the equipment that would be required 
to fulfil the needs of various different 
situations. We then made some android 
programming which we could convert to 
applications that we could then download 
to any Android device. That was really 
exciting. We were given a series of 
tutorials to follow and created the 
games ourselves, we also had an option 
to customise them if we felt the basic 
format needed to be enhanced. After we 
finished that we moved on to create stop 
frame animations which was really fun! 
I created 2 stop frame animations. One 
of them was an aeroplane landing and 
a variety of different people came out 
the jet and the other animation I created 
was a huge volcano exploding lots of 
lava and nearly destroying a small village 
but my superhero, Waterman came and 
solidified all the lava by splashing water 
on the molten rock, the whole village 
then celebrated Waterman’s success 
in saving the village from destruction.

Currently in class we are finishing our 
choice of two activities we could do...
making a plan for a Dream holiday or 
designing a game for the BAFTA Schools 
game designing competition. There was 
an equal split of preferences and I am 
making a game for the BAFTA awards 
though I don't think I will have time to 
finish my game within the 2 weeks I 
have left! We are using Kodu game lab to 
design our games it is not too difficult to 
use and I find it quite fun. My game which 

I am designing is a long journey from 
which you can use different characters 
to move through the terrain accordingly. I 
have created four main different terrains 
within my path which will lead to a small 
island where there is a beach. My four 
distinct terrains including water which you 
can go through by a submarine or fish; 
a mountainous region which you can go 
through using a rover; a cloudy terrain for 
which you would need to use a plane to 
get past and lastly a race track where you 
would use the race car. Sounds simple? 
But it's quite hard, in each of the terrains 
there will be several minor enemies that 
will shoot at you and if you got shot you 
would have to go to the beginning and 
also you have to defeat a boss enemy in 
order to get to the terrain. I am excited 
to see what the end result will be like! 

Overall I think this year’s IT class 
was really fun and full of enjoyable 
activities for us to do. ICT is a subject 
which benefits not only the skills of 
this subject but helps with almost all 
subjects and I think this year’s mix of 
topics and activities were very suited 
to tackle difficulties in other subjects 
by the experience and understanding 
of these difficulties we were able to 
tackle the technological difficulties 
that were portrayed through the other 
subjects. This year was tons of fun 
and I cannot wait until next year for 
all the new things we will learn!

» Zain S (U2D)
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As part of the Advanced Higher Modern Studies course 
you are required to write a dissertation on a chosen topic 
related to crime. I chose to examine Scottish prisons and 
whether they were effective in the deterrence of individuals 
and the rehabilitation of offenders. We contacted our local 
prison – HMP and YOI Grampian – and were lucky enough 
to arrange a visit and tour. On the drive to Peterhead there 
was quite a tense atmosphere in the minibus as we felt 
quite anxious. This was a new experience for all 6 of us 
as none of us had been inside a prison before and were 
unsure what to expect. We all had a preconceived idea of 
prisons- from books, movies, TV shows, the media etc.- but I 
found the reality was quite different to what I had expected. 
I was imaging massive concrete walls, metal bars on the 
cell doors with inmates wearing orange jumpsuits. Seeing 
the prison for the first time my initial thoughts were on how 
modern the prison looked, although there were still the 
stereotypical concrete walls with barbed wire around the 
perimeter the reception had large windows and did not 
seem intimidating at all. On entering reception, the reality 
of prison became clear. To keep the institute secure there 
were strict and formal procedures we had to follow. After 
we signed in we were asked if we possessed any personal 
devices such as phones. We had previously been warned 
that you could get up to a 3-month prison sentence for 
carrying a personal device in prison - so we were sure 
to leave our phones at home! Security was similar to an 
airport - with an X-ray machine and metal detector – both 
visitors and staff have to go through this procedure upon 
entering the building. It is to ensure no prohibited items, 
such as phones and drugs, are smuggled into the prison.

We then met our tour guide, Stuart Innes - Staff Training and 
Development Manager. He led us out of the main reception 
and into the main prison block, there were large metal doors 
splitting every section of the prison and these had huge locks, 
which each time we passed through were ominously locked 
behind us. I felt like the outside world was getting further and 
further away from me every time a door shut loudly behind 
me. We began the tour by Innes giving us a background 
to this modern prison, he described that its main aims are 
to offer; safe and secure custody, order and stability, care 
(respect and humanity) and opportunity. Innes mentioned 
that this prison has a higher focus on the rehabilitation 
aspect of prison and it is now a priority. I found this really 
interesting to hear as there has long been debate over what 
is more important, retribution or rehabilitation. Rehabilitation 
involves the reintegration of offenders into society and is 
extremely important in reducing re-offending. Retribution is 
the punishment of offenders for their crimes. I had done a lot 
of research on Norway and its penal system has a high focus 
on rehabilitation and it seems to be working as re-offending 

MODERN STUDIES

Prison Visit
rates there are just 20% - the lowest in Europe - and so it 
was interesting to hear that Scotland may be heading in 
a similar direction to Norway. Currently Scotland has high 
re-offending rates with 62% of prisoners re-offending within 
2 years of being released and more than 1 in 10 prisoners 
who went to prison in 2010 had served 10 or more previous 
sentences. Re-offending is expensive, an Audit Scotland 
report estimated that the cost per prisoner place is £34,279 
per year, so it will be interesting to see whether this new 
approach will work in reducing re-offending in Scotland.

On our tour we walked past some of the classrooms 
where offenders are offered educational opportunities, 
classes included computing and art. Educational support 
in prison is very important as they increase an offender’s 
employability, and this can lead to a decreased re-offending 
rate. Wise Group research found that after having 2 years 
in the workplace someone’s re-offending risk is reduced 
by over 90%. The prison is split into different wards, for 
example there is a female ward and a high security ward. 
Innes walked us through most of the prison so we saw 
most of the divisions. The youth ward was not occupied 
when we visited so Innes unlocked a cell for us to go into. 
This was the most affecting part of the visit for me. The 
cell had a single bed, a small shower and toilet, a desk 
(which would usually have a TV, kettle and a few other 
appliances on it) and barred windows. The room felt bare 
and inhospitable, I could not begin to imagine spending 
hours of my day here. After a few minutes I began to feel 
cramped and claustrophobic, this is the reality of prison life.

This was a fantastic experience and allowed us to 
supplement our academic classroom discussion on the 
Scottish Penal System with a first-hand experience of life 
on the inside. This trip was very insightful and definitely 
deepened my understanding of the penal system in 
Scotland. I have found Advanced Higher Modern Studies 
extremely interesting this year and would encourage 
younger students to definitely choose it as a subject.

» Lydia N 
 (U6G)



54upper school

7TH NOVEMBER 1932

When I first arrived in New York I 
was astounded to find thousands of 
homeless people living in the streets 
of the city. They were wrapped in 
newspapers and rags - a sorrowful sight. 
I decided to stop and speak to one of 
them. He said that the newspaper was 
called ‘Hoover Blankets’ and that he had 
cardboard on his feet instead of shoes. 
There is a breadline and the people in it 
are hoping to receive soup and bread. 

In the outskirts of the city, men were 
trying to illegally board the freight 
trucks. I inquire why they were doing 
this and a man answered that they 
were trying to see if there is any kind 
of work in a different state. He also 
said that if they were caught they 
would be thrown into jail which was 
good because “’least they‘ve a roof 
o’er their ‘eads an’ food so it’s a win, 
win situation”. I thanked him and left 
to find somewhere to stay the night. 

A Journey Through America 
During the Great Depression

money to pay the mortgage or rent of 
their property. Being homeless leads 
to malnutrition, hunger and people 
migrating in desperate search of work. 
Many of the homeless people in New 
York City set off to the countryside 
to find work on farms but they can’t 
find work because lots of farmers are 
unemployed and are going to the city 
so they too go into the city making 
it extremely crowded. Consequently 
I think that from what I have seen, 
the city and the countryside are both 
badly affected by homelessness.

27TH NOVEMBER 1932

Winter is drawing in. Here in the 
farming areas 11 million farmers and 
their families are in states of poverty. 
Many have headed to the cities and 
I can see even more piling their 
belongings into wagons or automobiles 
to head west to California, where they 
hope to get jobs as fruit pickers.

I asked a business man who was sharing 
a lift with me about the large number 
of unemployed people. He explained 
that everyone who could afford the 
new consumer goods had them already 
so businesses, like his own, over- 
produced and had to lay off workers. 
Unemployment, he said, leads to families 
becoming homeless and because of 
the lack of food, will go hungry and 
get ill from the food that they do eat. 
I have noticed that unemployment in 
the city has affected unemployment in 
the country because not many people 
can afford to buy food as they do not 
have a job so the farmers have limited 
markets. This eventually makes their 
workers unemployed and reduces their 
profits so they need to join breadlines.

16TH DECEMBER 1932

Travel for at least 2 more days, including 
today. The landscape isn’t much to see; 
most of it is a dustbowl. It is because 
farmers over farmed the land as well 
as the recent drought and lots of wind, 
covering absolutely everything in 

dust. It is quite eerie as most families 
have migrated west, 1-2 million.

18TH DECEMBER 1932

I made it to Arkansas! The business man 
has left, meaning there’s more room in 
the automobile. By the side of the road 
there was a man who, when I asked him 
why he looked so fatigued, he told me 
he had walked 900miles in search of 
work. As my brother drove through the 
area I saw farmers placing everything 
they own into an automobile to migrate 
west to California, where I’m told the 
depression hasn’t hit so hard. At the 
side of the roads thousands of families 
with children are living in wagons, tents 
and small huts made from whatever 
they can find. There are Hoovervilles 
in every city up and down the country. 
The people in them say “In Hoover 
we trusted but now we are busted!”

I asked one of the migrant families why 
they have to migrate and they told me 
that their Da was looking for a job as 
he was unemployed and they had no 
real home except the tent. The children 
looked starved and there was vomiting 
noises coming from the back of the tent 
and the children explained that it was 
‘Nancy’ whose stomach wasn’t ‘strong’. 
I had to leave before mine gave way. 
The children were half starved and 
obviously were not eating the right food.

21ST DECEMBER 1932

I met an Oklahoma farmer who showed 
me his farm and told me: “All that dust 
made some of the farmers leave. But 
my family stayed. We fight to live. 
Despite all the dust and wind we are 

8TH NOVEMBER 1932

I do not know why I thought this, 
but I thought that in the countryside 
homelessness wouldn’t be so bad, 
however life is no better it may even 
be worse because at least in the city 
there are soup kitchens - out here 
there’s nothing. I saw a family eating 
scraps and weeds, which is how little 
food they have. They are exposed 
to the elements day and night.

I understand that homelessness is 
caused by unemployment because 
families are not earning enough 
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planting seeds. But we get no crops”. 
This farmer shows how hard it is to 
get things to grow in a dustbowl.

The automobile failed to start when I 
stopped near the train station. This is 
fortunate for me as I dislike automobiles 
but also unfortunate because how am I 
supposed to go from one end of America 
to the other without an automobile. 
My brother, Tommy is very upset but I 
suggested that I should take the train 
to my next destination, North Dakota.

24TH DECEMBER 1932

Will Rodgers was sitting opposite me 
on the train and he said, “There isn’t 
an unemployed man in the country 
that hasn’t contributed to the wealth 
of every millionaire in America. The 
working classes didn’t bring it on it 
was the big boys… We’ve got more 
wheat, more food, more cotton, more 
money in the banks, more everything 
in the world than any other nation that 
ever lived had, yet we are starving to 
death. We are the first nation to go to 
the poorhouse in an automobile”. This 
started a debate in my carriage about 
whose fault the depression is. Some 
argued that it was the speculators 
and the Wall Street Crash, others 
thought it was overproduction and 
still others were able to explain why it 
was the unequal spread of wealth.

26TH DECEMBER 1932

As we pulled away from the station 
we realised that there were hoboes 
holding onto the bottom of our carriage. 
We opened the window as wide as it 
would go to let them into the carriage. 
They thanked us gratefully but said they 
were getting off at the next station so 
after 20 minutes they returned under 
the carriage. Just after the station 
we were stopped by the police to 
check for hoboes. This took a while.

1ST JANUARY 1933

The first day of 1933. I have arrived in 
Bismark. Before I reached the town, 
I found the New Republic magazine, 
which is new today. It has an article that 
reads: “Another widow, who used to do 
housework and laundry but was finally 
left without any work, fed herself and 
her 14-year-old son on garbage. Before 
she picked up the meat, she would 
always take off her glasses so she would 
not be able to see the maggot, but it 
sometimes made the boy sick to look at 
this offal and smell it, he could not bring 
himself to eat.” It is shocking the ways 
people have to live these days. I met 
my friend and we had a wander around 
Bismark. The most noticeable thing 
was all the people were eating garbage 
and hundreds of people were flooding 
to the dumps. The fact that people eat 
this kind of food brings fits of nausea 
on me. In areas of the town where 
there is soup kitchens huge queues 
gathered. North Dakota was a coal-
mining area and in most of the schools 
when the children had been weighed, 
99% of the children are underweight 
because they are not getting enough 
nutrition. A total of half the population 
of school pupils are not sufficiently fed.

4TH JANUARY 1933

As I travel I have been thinking 
about whether men or women were 
more affected. Men have higher 
unemployment rates than women and 
they must also feel guilty because they 
are unable to provide for their families. 
Women on the other hand had to try 
to get jobs when men lost them as 
well as taking care of any children.

Adults and children; you can also debate 
about who is worse off. I think children 
because they are particularly hit by 
malnutrition, as one in five children in 
New York are not getting enough food. I 
also often hear stories of children being 
abandoned or left homeless. It must be 
a stressful time for adults, especially 
ones with children as most will be 
unable to provide for their families.

5TH JANUARY 1933

From the train I saw a violent attack 
made on an African American today. 
It made me wonder how they must 

be suffering. There has been a rise in 
discrimination and ethnic minorities 
have felt unemployment the hardest 
because whites have taken priority in 
the jobs, so in 1930 African Americans 
were four to six times more likely to be 
unemployed than a white American. 
WASPs haven't been hit so hard 
because of the fact that white workers 
are given preference in employment.

I have seen many working class people 
on my journey. They are very poor 
and more likely to be unemployed, 
resulting in homelessness. Middle Class 
citizens seem much less psychologically 
prepared for the depression and I 
have heard that they feel shame as 
they cut back their spending. In this 
time even the rich are challenged.

6TH JANUARY 1933

California! This is where farmers are 
all migrating to, to find jobs. I think 
that I am living in a time of contrasts, 
the ‘Roaring Twenties’ and the ‘Great 
Depression’. Thank goodness I am 
rich because I think that working class 
children have suffered most from the 
depression. They have had to sit and 
watch as their whole world crumbles 
around them, they lose their house, 
food and in tragic cases their life.

I think the President needs to set 
up work and self-help groups. The 
government should also build houses 
and roads because once we escape 
from this depression we will need them. 
Building these things will provide jobs 
for the unemployed. Last of all, money 
needs to be put into farming to help 
produce more food. In fact I shall write 
to the President just now because 
I have reached my destination!

Jessica D is an U3 
IGCSE History pupil 
at Albyn School. She 
has been studying the 
USA 1919-41, and is 

also a member of the 
History Book Cub. Here she combines 
her creative writing skills with her 
knowledge and understanding of the 
impact of the Great Depression.

» Jessica D (U3G)
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September saw both the Higher and Advanced Higher 
pupils visit Kindrogan Fieldstudies Centre in Perthshire.  
There they carried out a varied programme of fieldwork 
activities which saw them working on soil catenas, 
changes in river characteristics and analysing the impact 
of tourism on the town of Pitlochry. Armed with lots of 
fieldwork techniques, they were able to carry out their 
own investigations for their assignments and folios.

New this year has been the U1 & U2 World@One Club 
where pupils looks at current Geography news stories.  
Advanced Higher pupils have encouraged them in learning 
flags, countries and capitals and carried out a weekly quiz 
of current events. They have worked hard to keep the 
‘Geography in the News’ display filled with current events.

In U2, pupils joined with schools from across the world to 
take part in Ashcloud Apocalypse. This event was a hazard 
mapping activity where pupils learnt about the risk from a 
mega volcanic eruption. The pupils’ uploaded their results 
to the online maps along with results from all over the world, 
so that patterns could be identified. “It was very interesting 

trying to discover what would happen in the area that I lived”   
said James L (U2S) “It taught us just how much power a 
volcano has by being able to spew ash so far but also that it 
wasn’t just where you lived that mattered for your safety, but 
also where your nearest hospital is and if you have a strong 
community spirit in your area where people work together”.

THE

Geography
DEPARTMENT
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RMPS
For the last few years our Upper 4 pupils have had the 
wonderful opportunity to learn about Philosophy from 
experienced, well qualified and engaging members of the 
University of Aberdeen’s Philosophy Department. This year 
Dr Nathaniel Jezzi took on this role within Albyn School, 
generously funded through the Royal Institute of Philosophy. 

The Royal Institute of Philosophy promotes philosophical 
work within schools and currently funds approx. 50 courses 
across the UK each year. Their goals are to engage the 
students in basic philosophical issues without religious, 
political or ideological agendas whilst exercising their 
critical thinking through debating and discussions. 

We were very thankful to have Dr Jezzi visit the school 
each week to teach for 2 hours and give the students a 
taster of what the course would entail at university level;

“My aim was to introduce pupils to a range of philosophical 
topics and problems that they might encounter in a 
university course. Some of the questions discussed 
include whether we know that we have hands (and are 
not, instead, merely hands-less brains in vats who enjoy 
the appearance of having hand!); whether we have free 
will; and whether friendship might give you reason to act 
immorally. Teaching the bright and engaged students 
of the Albyn School has been an extremely rewarding 
experience. Many thanks to Patricia Findlay and Susan 
Cowie for sharing their classes with me!” - Dr Nathaniel 
Jezzi – Philosophy Department, University of Aberdeen

Albyn School would like to thank Dr Jezzi for teaching 
such major philosophical topics with such an easy and 
approachable style. Following his lectures we are certain 
that our pupils (and probably the teachers too!) will be 
delving much deeper into many of the subjects discussed.

“You really got my brain thinking – I like 
Philosophy”  > Orla P (U4D)

“Thanks, Nate. It was really worthwhile.  
I learnt to never trust what I know. 
Your lessons were sometimes worrying 
but the section on brains in a vat got 
me really thinking – maybe we are 
all brains in vats”.  > Robyn W (U4F)

“I thoroughly enjoyed a refresher course from 
someone as enthusiastic and knowledgeable as 
Nate. He has a great energy and his love of the 
subject was very apparent and clearly had a positive 
effect on the class.”  > Mrs Cowie, English

“It was good to hear pupils who might not always 
take such an active part in RMPS contribute to the 
discussion on issues such as the trolley problem; the 
brain in a vat. It was disappointing that it was not 
possible for the whole year group to experience this 
too, due to time constraints.”  > Mrs Findlay, RMPS  

-. Dr Nathaniel Jezzi . -



As every pupil, parent and individual 
with a connection to the school would 
pay testament to, if there is one thing 
that Albyn really excels in, it is providing 
opportunities for its pupils. And this 
extends beyond sports, music and other 
co-curricular activities. My experiences 
both recently and throughout my time 
at the school are evidence of this.

{ biology }
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Having been introduced to the 
scheme by staff whilst in Upper 5, I 
was fortunate to be offered a Nuffield 
Research Placement working with 
Marine Scotland Science. I completed 
my project, entitled ‘Can jellyfish 
blooms be predicted?’ over 6 weeks 
during summer 2015, working with 
current researchers at the marine 
laboratory. The scheme offers students 
the opportunity to work alongside 
professional scientists, technologists, 
engineers and mathematicians in 
universities, commercial companies, 

voluntary organisations and research 
institutions across the UK. These 
placements aim to give pupils an 
insight into a wide variety of science, 
technology, engineering and maths 
(STEM) careers, and inspire future 
STEM professionals. My placement 
provided me with immensely valuable 
and rewarding experiences, and 
I can truly say it fulfilled the aims 
of the Nuffield Foundation’s work 
in providing these placements.

Following the Nuffield celebration 
event which is held shortly after the 
completion of projects across the 
country, I was encouraged to enter 
my project into the National Science 
and Engineering Competition (now 
the Big Bang Competition), which runs 
with support from the British Science 
Association’s CREST scheme. My 
project was accredited with a CREST 
Gold Award and was selected as a 
finalist in this competition. As a finalist, 
I was invited to present my project 
at the Big Bang Fair at Birmingham's 
NEC over two days. Whilst competing 
against exceptional research projects 
from across the country, many of which 
had also been completed as Nuffield 
Research Placements, I was also able to 
present my work to some of the 70 000 
visitors, including many school groups, 
attending the fair. A hugely rewarding 

experience, it highlighted to me the 
importance of science communication, 
and the ability of science and 
engineering to capture imagination and 
inspire the next generation, something 
which I have already experienced 
myself. During the fair, I was fortunate to 
receive an invitation to the Tomorrow’s 
Water competition hosted by the 
Chartered Institution of Water and 
Environmental Management, as well 
as receiving a CREST Communication 
and Context Prize, an award which 
looks for the ethos of CREST 
through good communication and an 
understanding of the context of the 
work within the wider research field.

The support from the Biology 
department here at Albyn throughout 
this process, from applying for my 
placement right the way through, 
has been invaluable and greatly 
appreciated. It is testament to the 
commitment of the staff and the 
school as a whole to supporting each 
individual pupil, and to encouraging 
and providing opportunities for its 
pupils. I can only encourage my fellow 
pupils and those who will arrive in 
future years to embrace the many 
opportunities that will come their 
way during their time at Albyn.

» Skye A (U6G)
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SCIS HIGHER MASTERCLASS

Susan H (U5G), Joseph M (U5G), Catherine M (U5S) and 
Emma S (U5F) were chosen to represent Albyn School 
at the SCIS Chemistry Masterclass held at St Andrews 
University. On arrival, the pupils received a lecture on 
drug formation from Dr Iain Smellie, a senior teaching 
fellow in the Chemistry department. They were introduced 
to the four organic experiments available to complete 
and divided into a practical pairing with a pupil from 
another school. Between them, the pupils synthesised 
paracetamol, created a multi-step reaction sequence to 
form a reductive amine and synthesised a Heterocycle. The 
samples they created were then tested in the University 
Mass spectrometer, Infra-red Spectrometer and £400 000 
NMR machine. The university technicians explained these 
highly sensitive machines to the pupils and allowed them 
to compare their own samples to reference samples. All 
the pupils enjoyed the day and would like to thank the 
Chemistry department at St Andrews for the opportunity.

 

GUEST LECTURER – DAVID ELLIS

In November, David Ellis Scientific Officer (NMR 
Spectroscopy) from Heriot Watt University spoke to all 
Chemistry U5 and U6 pupils. He explained why shapes of 
molecules can affect the action of different drugs. His lecture 
covered how the shape can make a drug smell of oranges 
but with one tiny twist, kill a human with the same dose. 
This linked into Natures Chemistry of the Higher course 
as well as the Organic aspect of 
the Advanced Higher course. 
David spent time answering 
questions on the development of 
drugs and their analysis which 
everyone found fascinating.
 

Chemistry
SCIENCE LIVE

On the 22nd March, pupils in Upper 4 were offered the 
opportunity to attend the Science Live conference in 
Glasgow. We left early in the morning to travel to the 
event, 44 of us in total. We had a talk from renowned 
Scientist Professor Robert Winston who explained about 
reproduction and fertility, he showed us video clips that 
even the teachers could believe were possible. Professor 
Steve Jones then burst onto the stage to discuss the link 
between genes and the environment. Dr Kate Lancaster 
spoke about radiation and Nuclear fusion, it stunned many 
of us how much money is being spent on this area. 

The highlight of the day came from 
Professor Dave Cliff who spoke about 
the developments in Computing 
and how Science is helping to lead 
the development of unbelievable 
technology. He had so much energy and 
enthusiasm - we all wanted his job.
 

> Joe and Susan <
> Cath

"All the pupils enjoyed 
the day and would like 
to thank the Chemistry 
department at St Andrews 
for the opportunity."
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On Thursday the 5th of 
November 2015, Advanced 
Higher Physics pupils attended 
an all day event run by the 
University of Aberdeen.  
This event offered pupils the opportunity to explore 
‘Wave-particle Duality’ through a varied programme which 
included lectures, demonstrations and practical activities. The 
programme was devised to articular with the new Advanced 
Higher Physics syllabus and was developed in consultation 
with local teachers’ groups. In addition, it allowed for pupils to
undertake practical work out with the school environment 
and to feel comfortable within a higher education setting with 
access to specialised equipment and apparatus. This increased 
the breadth and depth of their knowledge and understanding 
of the nature of physics and its applications with particular 
attention to wave-particle duality whilst interacting with pupils 
from other schools and sharing their experiences to date.

The lecture was titled “Waves, Particles and Bits of String” and 
gave an overview of the origins of the concept of wave-particle 
duality, its development over the years and its place in the 
modern day world as we understand it to date. The practical 
sessions involved practical activities which related to wave 
packets, diffraction, Young’s slits, quantisation of light emitted 
by solids and gases. 

The pupils enjoyed the experience and it provided a valuable 
insight as to how wave-particle duality has impacted on both 
the everyday and scientific community and where it is currently 
leading to in the future.  

Early in the New Year the Physics department 
were delighted to host a lecture from Mr Driver, 
a surgeon from Aberdeen Royal Infirmary. All 
Physics pupils in U3 enjoyed an informative and 
interactive lecture about the medical applications 
of ionising radiation. Speaking from experience, 
Mr Driver brought to life many of the concepts 
that pupils had learned as part of the National 5 
Physics syllabus.  Pupils were given the opportunity 
to ask questions and try on various items worn by 
radiographers and radiotherapists to monitor and 
protect themselves from the potentially harmful 
effects of ionising radiation. Real life case studies and 
various medical scans were used to illustrate how 
ionising radiation can be used in the diagnosis and 
treatment of a range of cancers and other conditions.  

We are very grateful 
to Mr Driver for the 
time and experience 
he shared with us.  

UKMT OLYMPIAD SUCCESS

Congratulations goes to Mingshan Z 
(U4D) who received a medal in this 
year’s Intermediate Mathematical 
Olympiad, run by the UK Mathematics 
Trust. In February, Mingshan sat the 
UKMT Intermediate Challenge and 
achieved a score of 108 out of 135. 
This gained her automatic qualification 
for the Maclaurin Olympiad which is 
sat by only 500 pupils in the UK each 
year. Mingshan scored 48 out of 60, 
having answered 5 of 6 questions (they 
say you’re doing well if you manage 
to answer 2 in the time!) and was 
awarded a certificate of distinction and 
a medal. This puts Mingshan in the 
top 100 pupils in U4 in the country. 

MATHS
3RD PLACE FOR JUNIOR 
MATHS CHALLENGE TEAM

It was another successful year for our 
Junior Maths Challenge Team, who won 
3rd place in the UKMT Junior Team 
Challenge Regional Heat. On Monday 
14th March, our U1/U2 team of Peter M 
(U1S), Ilia T (U1S), Bahar G (U2D) and 
Robbie S (U2G) visited Elphinstone Hall 
to compete against teams from across 
the North East of Scotland – at stake 
was a place in the UK finals in London. 
Rounds included group questions and a 
cross number, before teams raced to the 
finish in a final relay race of challenging 
problem solving questions. The team 
performed well, and finished a fantastic 
3rd against some stiff competition, but 
most importantly they had a lot of fun!

See if you can solve 
one of the questions 

she was given:

M1. The positive integer N has 
five digits.

The six-digit integer P is formed 
by appending the digit 2 to the 

front of N.

The six-digit integer Q is formed 
by appending the digit 2 to the 

end of N.

Given that Q = 3P, what values 
of N are possible?

"Speaking from experience,  
Mr Driver brought to life many 
of the concepts that pupils 
had learned as part of the 
National 5 Physics syllabus."
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Formula 24 is a national competition where 
youngsters develop a battery powered car 

to race in a 90 minute endurance race. 
Our Formula 24 team has had a very successful year. After finishing third at the Alford heats in 

June 2015 we won a place at the international finals at Rockingham Race circuit in October. While 
we did not do particularly well we did learn a lot and we came back inspired to improve our car. 

Since then the car has been stripped right down and has new fibreglass body panels, new wiring and 
motor control. The front suspension and steering has been improved and a new driver seat installed.  

We are hoping the car will be lighter and that the motor control will improve the longevity of our 
batteries and so improve our results this year. The next race to prepare for was at Alford on 17 June.

The Albyn Green Arrows team took part in the local heats of the Formula 24 competition held at the 
Grampian Transport Museum in Alford on Friday 17 June. We only just managed to get the car ready for the 
event and so our first real test was during the morning practice. This revealed a few technical issues with 

our wiring and new foot pedal. These were partially resolved in time for the first race but further difficulties 
meant we lost time in the pits. After some additional work during the lunch break the car was running better 

for the second race. Although the car was still not as fast as some of the other teams, it showed good 
reliability and continued at a good pace and by the end was one of the fastest cars still running.  This was 

a great test for the car finishing 9th in the first race and 5th in the second race and 2nd Kit car overall.
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ABIGAIL W (U6S)

 Advanced Higher
 Trip to Paris

In February this year, the 7 Advanced Higher French pupils, 
accompanied by Mrs Will and Mrs Cook, went on a trip to 
Paris in order to discover the city’s famous monuments 
and experience the cultural life of the French capital.

After a very early plane at 6am, having arrived in Paris and 
put away our things in the hotel, we roamed the historic 
Latin Quarter and had an early lunch at a traditional French 
restaurant, where the more adventurous of us even 
sampled frogs’ legs. Lunch was followed by a guided tour 
of the Opéra Garnier (in French of course!). The tour guide 
explained some of the beautiful architecture and history 
of the famous opera house and although the French was 
quite fast, we all came out of the tour with a sense of the 
opera’s great cultural influence. Later, by way of contrast, 
we visited some historic shopping arcades where we were 
able to do a little shopping followed by a visit to a Pâtisserie 
where we enjoyed a selection of traditional gâteaux. The 

evening was reserved for strolling along the Avenue des 
Champs-Elysées and despite our tiredness after the early 
start, everyone was in good spirits as we walked along 
the famous street from the Place de la Concorde to the 
Arc de Triomphe. Although we weren’t able to climb to 
the top, we were able to take some great photos of it 
lit up at night which was a really fun experience as we 
embraced our inner tourists and posed in front of the famous 
monument! Returning to the Quartier Latin, we stumbled 
upon Shakespeare and Company, an English bookstore in 
the heart of Paris where many famous writers have stayed. 
It was a very interesting store and some of us left having 
purchased books. After this we returned to the hotel and, 
exhausted as we were, pretty much collapsed into our beds.

Day 2 began with an early start again as we visited the 
Musée d’Orsay and took a guided tour of the highlights of 
Impressionism. The tour guide was very accommodating and 

Ça va?Bonjour!
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was able to explain it all in clear French in a way we could 
understand. We even had free time after the tour to look at 
other paintings in the gallery. We followed this with a quick 
métro ride to Montmartre where upon leaving the station we 
came across the famous ‘Je t’aime’ wall which featured the 
words ‘I love you’ in over 200 languages. We then stopped 
for a bite to eat and visited the Place du Tertre, famous for its 
artists. There some of the group got their caricatures done 
by one of the painters. We also visited the stunning Sacré-
Cœur which has a wonderful panorama of Paris, due to its 
position at the top of la Butte Montmartre. After meeting up 
we walked down the hill, past the Moulin de la Galette, which 
we had just seen in Renoir’s famous painting. At that point, 
the weather took a turn for the worse. We walked past the 
Moulin Rouge, braving the cold and the rain to take a few 
pictures. Returning to central Paris again, we were allowed a 
couple of hours to go around les Grands Magasins, Galeries 
Lafayette and Printemps, two giant department stores filled 
with designer brands. Some of the group went all the way 
to the top of the famous blue dome in Galeries Lafayette, 
awarding us an even better picture of the Paris skyline than 
earlier, albeit a slightly cloudy view. Our evening meal was at 
the Bouillon Chartier, a renowned Belle Epoque restaurant 
serving traditional French cuisine at a reasonable price. Here 
two of us even tried snails! The highlight of the day had to be 
the evening trip on a bateau-mouche where we saw some 
of the famous sights lit up from the Seine. From the boat we 
were able to see the Eiffel tower’s light show and got some 
great photos as it lit up and sparkled with thousands of lights.

On our final full day we went on a short walk from our hotel 
first to the Sainte Chapelle, with its magnificent stained glass 
windows then to Notre Dame. The famous cathedral was 
more huge and imposing than it had seemed in pictures and 
the more daring of us chose to go up it, all the way to the top. 
Needless to say the views were amazing, although the climb 
was quite dizzying as the stairs seemed to spiral ceaselessly. 
We even got to see the historic bells in the bell tower. After 
this, we went to the Place des Vosges and relaxed in the 
park for a short while, enjoying the sunshine. Our lunch was 

in the Jewish Quarter at a restaurant which boasted the 
best Falafel in Paris; needless to say we left the restaurant 
impressed and with full stomachs, as it lived up to its claim. 
In the afternoon, we strolled through the giant Père Lachaise 
cemetery, and armed with a plan, attempted to track down 
some of the tombstones of the famous. We then caught the 
métro and visited the cinema Grand Rex, where we made 
our own short movie whilst doing an interactive tour. The 
results were quite funny as we had been a little unsure of 
what we were doing so our acting was not the best. Our final 
evening meal was in a cosy restaurant in the Quartier Latin 
followed by a walk through the quarter, admiring the scenery.

On our final morning we went to the Louvre and saw the 
famous glass Pyramid. We then spent our final few hours 
wandering through the Marais district, buying some last-
minute souvenirs.

Soon we all had to say “Au revoir” to Paris as we 
boarded the plane. This great cultural trip was a 
highlight of the year for many of us, especially knowing 
that it would be the last school trip as Albyn pupils. 
The memories we made together will stay with us, 
even as we move on from the school and sixth year.

» Abigail W (U6S)
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When we arrived at the airport at 4am, bleary-eyed 
and apprehensive about spending time with families we 
had not yet met, little did we know that we were about 
to experience one of the best weeks of our lives.

Our first impressions as we landed in Friedrichshafen 
were very positive- a sea of smiling faces awaited 
us and, after a few quick introductions, it wasn't long 
before we were all en route to the family homes 
where we would be staying for the next nine days.

Monday morning was a shock to the system. German pupils 
start school at 7.45am and so we were up bright and early to 
ensure a punctual arrival. We spent the first part of the day in 
a variety of different subjects such as Latin, French and Maths 
and it was interesting to see a very different teaching approach 
from the one we are used to. Herr Siebert, the Headmaster 
gives us a very warm welcome and greeted us with a table 
laden with Butterbrezeln and juices. They didn't last long!

2016
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We received another very warm but slightly more 
formal welcome from the Mayor of Markdorf on 
Tuesday. We presented a PowerPoint on Aberdeen 
and he presented us with an array of tasty snacks and 
refreshments. We were all impressed by his English.

Wednesday was a day of building - building rafts and building 
friendships. For many of us this was the highlight of our 
week. Our group of twenty four (Albyn pupils plus hosts) 
took the ferry to Konstanz where we were put into teams 
and given the job to build rafts using an array of materials 
and our imaginations. We sailed our rafts on the lake later 
and fortunately we all survived to tell the tale. Another team 
building exercise involved teaching our partners a Scottish 
song - we chose 500 miles - and in return we had to learn 
a popular German song about various different animals. 
The sun made a brief appearance so we played volleyball 
and ate lunch by the lake. All in all, ein sehr schöner Tag!

The Mercedes Benz museum in Stuttgart was another 
highlight of the week. We enjoyed learning about 
the social history of Germany as well as about the 
magnificent cars, but the best part for many of us was 
going in a Formula one simulator. By Thursday evening, 
we were beginning to feel able to get behind the 
German football team in the European championships 
and we were delighted when they won their match.

Friday saw us visit Pfahlbauten - an open air museum with 
a reconstruction of a stoneage village built on stilts over 
Konstanz. In the evening we were invited to a party by 
one of the German pupils. It was great to spend time as a 
whole group and by then firm friendships had been made.

The weekend was spent with our families who treated 
us to many different activities. Some visited Switzerland, 
some went swimming and some watched a handball 
match. Others went bowling or to a nearby theme park. 
Sunday saw us at Fabian's house for a barbecue en masse. 
It was fab (no pun intended!) and we taught the German 

group how to ceilidh dance. The volume of our laughter 
was a clear indicator of how much fun we all had.

Monday was our only really sunny day and it was fitting 
that this should be our last day. The whole group went by 
train to Ravensburg where we climbed a never-ending flight 
of stairs up to the castle and its viewpoint. We took in the 
spectacular view and then had time to shop for souvenirs and 
ice cream. Our farewell party was hosted by Jakob whose 
house is on the lake and it was a super end to our time away.

As we said our final farewells at the airport on Tuesday - 
this took a considerable length of time as so many hugs 
were given and photos taken- we were able to reflect 
on what a wonderful opportunity we had had and what 
a worthwhile experience it had been. We made so many 
new friends and gelled so well as a group. We were 
all in agreement that it was the best school trip any of 
us had been on and we are already looking forward 
to hosting our partners and returning the hospitality in 
Aberdeen next year. Deutschland war wunderbar!

 » Matthew B (U4D), Stephanie W (U3G) & Liz B (U3S)
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Albyn School is offering us the opportunity to learn 
Mandarin Chinese together with other modern languages. 
Unlike European languages, Mandarin Chinese seems to 
be quite a complex language with challenging vocabulary 
to learn, especially for English speakers. However, we are 
fascinated by the beauty of characters with strokes which 
can form combinations of meanings like an art. Many Chinese 
characters depict meanings of words in a pictorial way, known 
as Chinese pictogram, eg. 

We enjoy practising and feel proud of ourselves when we can 
write beautiful Chinese characters.

Mandarin Chinese is a tonal language, with four tones 
and a neutral tone. Tones, as an integral part of Chinese 
pronunciation, change the meanings of words, eg.

mā 妈,
which means Mum；

má 麻,
which means numb；  

ma 马,
which means horse；

mà 骂,
which means scold.  
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Mandarin Chinese
at Albyn School

by Alan F (U1D), Mia S (U1S) 
and Jonathan D (U1G)

We like Chinese Pinyin with tones to 
learn the Chinese pronunciation. We 
can have great fun decoding Pinyin 
spellings and producing different 
sounds to develop our speaking skills.
Apart from regular lessons, Albyn School helps us to 
participate in different activities to deepen our understanding 
of the Chinese language and culture. An unforgettable 
experience was a Chinese opera which we watched at 
Tivoli Theatre Aberdeen. The opera was performed by the 
Sichuan Chuanju Group from China, who came to Scotland 
for the annual Chinese New Year Tour. We were amazed by 
the lavish Chinese costumes, elaborate makeup, high-speed 
acrobatics and the famous "face-changing" techniques.  

Jin-shan Temple, an excerpt from The Legend of the White 
Snake, is a performance accompanied by Chinese singing 
and dancing. It tells of a woman who is reincarnated from a 
white snake and fights with monks in order to meet her lover 
in the temple. There are a lot of tricks and kung fu involved in 
the fighting.

In Jin-shan Temple, two main roles are played very well. 
The first one is Dan - female roles. Formerly, the term 
meant female impersonators. It is divided into several 
categories. The most important category, Qingyi, usually play 
respectable and decent ladies in elegant costumes. Huadan 
represent lively and clever young girls, usually in short 
costumes, Wudan usually military or non military women 
capable of martial arts. Laodan are the old ladies. 

The other main role is Sheng - the leading male actors. They 
are divided into Laosheng who wear beards and represent 
old men, Xiao sheng who represent young men, and 
Wusheng who are acrobats playing military men and fighters. 
These roles usually wears no facial painting.

A Roller with Oil Lamp on Head, is a highly skilled 
performance played by a clown. It tells a story how a wife 
punishes a husband after he spends all their money on 
gambling. He’s made to light an oil lamp and place it on his 
head. Then he is forced to crawl and roll under and over 
two benches. This scene showed off a highly skilled acrobat 
doing fascinating tricks with a burning oil lamp on his head. 

人     
rén 人, which means human being.

木    

mù 木, which means tree. 

日     
rì 日, which means the sun. 

雨    

yu 雨, which means rain.
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On the 5th of January, Spanish lessons moved from its normal venue to a more unusual location: 
pupils in Upper 4, Upper 5 and Upper 6 went to El Café Andalúz to put 

into practice what they had already learned in theory.

In spite of the weather, not the stereotypical día soleado that we would associate with Spain, the pupils were in 
high spirits and looking forward to their experience, and used the walk to the café to get into character, speaking 

in Spanish and making sure they really knew how to say what they did and did not want to eat. It was all to be 
ordered in Spanish at the restaurant, so Adam A demonstrated his confidence and enthusiasm by taking the lead 

when we arrived and asking for our table in Spanish. It did become apparent, however, that the waitress who 
received us was not Spanish, as she could not understand and had to call another member of the staff for help.

It was to become a memorable experience. Food was ordered by all in Spanish. One by one, we all had 
the opportunity to say what we wanted; even to explain our dietary requirements and ask for clarification 

regarding some of the dishes. We enjoyed the service and attention of several members of staff, who 
seemed to be having as much fun as we were, as they came over to serve us and talk to us, engaging 

in patient and lively conversation about our knowledge of Spain, our holidays there and our future plans 
to visit it. The food was delicious and very varied, enriching our knowledge of Spanish gastronomy. So 

many little dishes, Tapas, to share and taste. What seemed a good excuse to practise how to order food in 
Spanish became a complete cultural lesson not only about food, but about Andalucía and its origins, which 

have shaped its people and its art. The Moorish style of the Café’s décor is not arbitrary, but an attempt 
to make guests feel transported to one of those tiled patios so characteristic of the south of Spain.

The trip had been a success and all that was left was to count the days 
for the next time we would have the opportunity to return.

… El Cafe Andaluz …
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From 11-13th March I, along with Euan G (U5G), Stephanie 
W (U3G), Alexander B (U2S) and Anselm M (U2D), took 
part in the George Watson’s College Model United Nations 
Conference 2016. We represented the Republic of South 
Sudan in various committees such as Disarmament, Political 
and Health for the duration of the weekend. This culminated 
on the Sunday with the General Assembly, where 480 
delegates representing 44 countries came together to 
debate resolutions to emergency crises. These included 
allegations against the USA of bribery in the Security Council 
elections and an invasion of Ukraine by the Russian army.

Although we were initially intimidated by the large scale 
of the event, we all found the courage to stand up and 
speak up for the views of South Sudan (even though 
we may not have personally agreed with what we were 
saying!). I think I speak for all the pupils who took part when 
I say that this conference was an incredible experience 
which was both hugely enjoyable whilst also boosting 
our confidence to speak in public immeasurably.

For a club that is only just finding its feet at Albyn, this 
conference was hugely beneficial as an opportunity to 
test out our abilities with more experienced MUNers 

and bring back new debating skills to pass on to the 
rest of our MUN society. Aside from the practical skills 
we gained, the conference also sparked a keener 
interest – in me at least – for current events and the role 
the UN plays in resolving issues around the world.

Although this was the last year I was able to take part, I 
hope that the George Watson’s MUN becomes a regular 
feature of the Albyn calendar so that other pupils in 
the years to come may profit from the chance to create 
lasting international peace – or at least pretend to.

 » Laura P (U6D)

_ _ _ _

“It was really nice to make friends with 
people from other schools - I'd definitely  
do something similar again!” 
> Stephanie W (U2g)

“It was great to discuss a wide range of 
topical issues being faced in modern   
politics – a very interesting weekend” 
 > Euan G (U5g)

. Model United Nations . 
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On the 25 and 26 of February the FP Centenary Hall was transformed into a magical storm where a range of Albyn pupils 
performed Shakespeare’s, The Tempest, creating an unforgettable theatrical experience. The audience surrounded the 
performers with the ‘in-the-round’ stage set-up giving parents, pupils and friends of the school an intimate involvement 

in what the critics have described as perhaps the last play Shakespeare wrote solo. The first scene involves one of 
Shakespeare’s most dramatic scenes: a storm and shipwreck conjured up by a magician, Prospero, designed to bring a 
boat carrying his enemies to the island on which he lives with his daughter, Miranda. What follows is a tale of adventure, 
revenge, love, forgiveness and reconciliation. Prospero soon learns that the ‘nobler action is in virtue than in vengeance’. 

Impressively directed by Head of Drama, Ms Jane Williams, she commented, "by staging The Tempest in the round, 
complete with sand, sails and a shipwreck, I wanted the audience to feel very much part of the island.  The pupils rose to 
every challenge – the complexities of Shakespeare’s language, performing in the round, and creating the soundscapes 

which we used to evoke the different moods on the island. I am very proud of each and every one of the pupils." 

Below is a cast list of the outstanding performers:

The 

Tempest

Alonso, the King of Naples
Daniel E (U6F)

Sebastian, his brother
Joanna B (U5G)

Ferdinand, his son
David M (U6S)

Antonio, Prospero’s brother,
usurping King of Milan

Zany M (U5F)

Gonzalo, an honest old counsellor
Matthew B (U4D)

Adrian
Imogen B (U3G)

Francisco
Daniel D (U6S)

Trinculo, a jester
Elijah O (U4S)

Stephano, a butler
Orla P (U4D)

Master
Euan G (U5G)

Boatswain
Stephanie W (U3G)

Mariners
Aydan R (U4F), Jessica D (U3G),

Emily Y (U3G), Morgan T (U3F), Daniel M (U3S)

Prospero, the rightful Duke of Milan
Jenny N (U6D)

Miranda, his daughter
Emma S (U5F)

Ariel, an airy spirit
Shona I (U5F) and Karis CN (U3F)

Caliban, a savage and deformed slave
Olivia T (U5G)

Spirits
Aydan R (U4F), Imogen B (U3G),
Jessica D (U3G), Emily Y (U3G),
Morgan T (U3F), Daniel M (U3S)

'We are such stuff as dreams are made on'
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Albyn School’s Music Department strives each 
year to establish our school as a centre of musical 
excellence. And this year has been exceptionally 
successful with countless performances, workshops 
and special guests from beginning to end! 

We were privileged to be visited by several prestigious 
performers of local, national and international renown in 
conjunction with Mr Starbuck’s ‘An Evening with…’ series, 
which welcomed pupils, parents and relatives to attend 
talks and concerts from influential guests from a variety 
of industries and backgrounds. For our first event back in 
November, we were honoured to host Clelia Iruzun, a world-
class concert pianist from Brazil who gave our audience an 
exclusive concert followed by a musical masterclass. The 
event greatly surpassed our expectations and everyone 
who attended was blown away by Clelia’s outstanding 
musicianship. Other guests to the school included Drew 
Robertson (also known as ‘Glasgow’s Soul Man’) and Allan 
King, two members of top soul band ‘Counselled Out’ who 
whilst here, inspired the creation of our very own Albyn Jazz-
Funk group. The pupils were also visited by The Aeris Brass 
Quartet from the Guild Hall and Johnny Vickers, a West End 
performer who gave a lunchtime masterclass to our choir. 

Our annual October concert, ‘The Great Composers’ 
was a resounding success and featured a wide range 
of musical styles, including a premier performance 
from our Double Bass Quintet which was revived 

after decades of being lost by our one of our newest 
additions to the Music Department, Mrs Sarah Neil. 

In November, pupils from Capriccio, Fideles and several 
pianists took part in the Union Square Shopping Centre’s 

Pianothon, where local groups and people got to 
performance for 30 minutes for passing shoppers. 

The pupils performed and behaved impeccably 
and were great ambassadors for our school. 

The end of the Christmas term culminated 
in the annual Carol Service at St Mark’s 

Church which was, once again, a huge 
success. The pupils received many 

compliments from parents;

 “…the service last night 
was beautiful and magnificent.”

“The service was truly magical. I had shivers up my 
spine when the children started singing ‘Zadok the 
Priest’ and when they sang with the candles at the 
end. I think it was amazing that children as young as 
8 were able to sing in Latin, French and German!”

Following the Christmas break, there was certainly no 
slowing down for the Music Department, with a visit 
from our good friends - the Scottish Opera in February. 

Year on year our relationship continues to strengthen 
with the company and this years in-school performance of 
‘Fever’, starring Lower 6 & 7 pupils, was superb! Following 
their visit, the Scottish Opera were also kind enough to 
invite our pupils to watch their ‘unwrapped’ performance of 
‘The Mikado’ at his Majesty’s Theatre in May. The children 
were introduced to the main characters from the stage, and 
heard how they fit into the story being told, before being 
taken through some key scenes – the perfect introduction 
for those who have never been to an opera before. 

In March we also held our annual ‘Lunchbreak Concert’ at 
the Citadel, and the event received yet another glowing 
review. The pupils behaved extremely well and put on a very 
polished and professional performance. Artists Advisor for 
Lunchbreak Concerts, Dr Roger B Williams MBE, commented;

“The Citadel being packed to capacity. For those who 
were present, the concert was a veritable treat of musical 
delights…the whole ensemble was skillfully knitted 
together by the Musical Director, Owen Somerville, to 
send us all away with a sense of real enjoyment…”

Following its success from last year, we decided to make 
our Elphinstone Hall Charity Concert an annual event 
and held our 2nd performance towards the end of March 
this year. The show consisted of instrumental and choral 
performances by Albyn students of well-known productions 
such as “Chitty Chitty Bang Bang”, “New York, New York” 
and a “Phantom of the Opera” medley. However the main 
performance of the evening was composed by Albyn 
School’s Head Boy, Matthew N (U6S), who world premiered 
his three movement suite called “The Tempest”. Matthew 
created the arrangement based on inspiration from the 

ALBYN SCHOOL’S

 Music Department
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Shakespearean play of the same name, and chose to 
focus on the storm itself for his three piece movement; 

“What is so incredible about a storm is how each section 
of it has a completely different mood and feeling. The 
beginning with slowly rising wind and rain brings a sense 
of tension, the middle creates a violent atmosphere almost 
like a battle scene, whilst the end erupts feelings of joy 
and a sense of comfort that the tempest has finished.”

The attendance surpassed last year’s concert, with 
263 tickets being sold and with over £1960 being 
raised for The Albyn Foundation. An evening very 
much enjoyed by everyone who attended;

“Every concert which you and colleagues organise 
gets even better than the previous ones! That was 
a really marvellous concert last night; great variety 
of music and just so enjoyable. The Tempest was 
wonderful. Thank you for everything which you do 
to encourage musical ability with the pupils.” 

A huge well done to another Albyn pupil, Adam A 
(U4S), an IGCSE student who organised an event called 
‘Concert for a Cause’ in hopes of raising money for the 
charity Friendly Access which is dedicated to generating 
awareness and understanding of mental health and hidden 
disabilities. The event included a selection of solo and 
duet performances from pupils between L3-U5 along 
with a raffle of donated prizes and altogether raised a 
fantastic £943.63. Chief Executive of Friendly Access, Glyn 
Morris visited the school to accept the cheque from Adam 
and thank him in person for his generous donation.  

the competition, especially from the lower school where 
the numbers on contestants had doubled from last year. 
This year we were join by some very special guests who 
were kind enough to judge the performers for us. The 
panel consisted of Rachel Hynes – a Welsh born Lyric 
and Operatic Soprano who regularly appears on Classic 
FM and BBC Radio 3, Lesley Wilson – previous lead 
Bassoonist for the Royal Scottish Opera, and Blair Cargill 
– a renowned accompanist and soloist who trained at 
the Guildhall. The judges managed to make their difficult 
decisions and here are the winners from the evening:

The evening was a success and enjoyed by all who attended. 
Several of Albyn School’s Former Pupils attending the event 
and commented on the very high standard of performers.

“We thought we were good, but we were not a 
patch on what we witnessed this evening.”

This year we welcomed 4 new members to our Music 
Department. Mrs Sarah Neil, a lower string and piano 
specialist, has worked in the city for 10 years teaching the 
cello and double bass. Before this she travelled the world 
with the Bolshoi Ballet, London Symphony and Scottish 
Opera. Mrs Neil inherited only 3 pupils at the start of term 
and within a week had a full timetable of ten cellos and 5 
double basses. Mrs Frances Morrison has also joined us, 
taking on the role of vocal instructor following 17 years 
working with the Scottish Opera. Mrs Morrison takes our 
vocal ensembles and is making a huge impact in preparing 
them for local and national competitions. Miss Yla Garvie is 
welcomed as our clarinet specialist. Miss Garvie is a former 
pupil of Albyn School and now teaches clarinet part-time at 
Aberdeen University. And last but not least, Mr Gary Campbell 
joined us this year as our guitar specialist. Mr Campbell 
achieved a Distinction from the London College of Music 
and continues his studies at the Scottish Conservatoire. 

Alongside all of these goings-on, our co-curricular timetable 
exploded this year with a staggering 29 different musical 
activities running throughout the school weekly to ensure 
that the widest offering of groups was available to pupils. 

A massive well done to all that our music students 
have accomplished in such a short space of time and 
a huge thank you to the music department staff who 
have been extremely busy making all this happen. 

Special mentions should be made to several other pupils who 
accomplished great things this year, such as Nicole P (U5F), 
an Intermediate 2 Music student who entered a national song 
writing competition and did extremely well in making it as 
far as the semi-finals. And more success for IGCSE students 
as Christopher S (U4S), has made it into the Senior Scottish 
National Youth Orchestra and Laura G (U3F) has been 
accepted to the Junior Scottish National Youth Orchestra. 

We ended the year ended with our Musician of the Year 
Awards which were held in the Centenary Hall, and was 
such a closely run race that anyone of our outstanding 
finalists could have won. The top spots were even harder 
to obtain due to the increased number of participants in 

Lower School Musician of the Year 
Hannah Magill playing Oboe

Upper School Musician of the Year 
Rachel Groves playing Flute

Shirreffs Cup 
Ngoni Masiyakurima playing Piano
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[ DESIGN ]

» Katherine B (U5S)

» Rebecca E (U5D)

» Shona I (U5F)

» Lexi H (U5D) 
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Textiles
» Top Row (L-R) > Anna D (U6S) | Molly J (U6G) | Esmee L (U6F)

 » Middle Row (L-R) > Annabel B (U5S) | Joyce C (U6D) | Kathryn F (U6G)
» Bottom Row (L-R) > Georgia B (U6F) | Xi-Lin N (U5S) | Rachel M (U6G)
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STAINED GLASS

» Bethany T (U4S) » Caitlin S (U5F)

» Georgia W (U5D) » Robyn W (U4F)

» Laura T (U4G) » Rebecca J-H (U4D)
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» Anna M (U4G)

» Cayleigh S (U5G)
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Mixed MEDIA

A selection of different art pieces
throughout the Upper School

» 1.  Eve L (U3D)

» 2.  Kieran W (U3F)

» 3.  Molly T (U5F)

» 4.  Anna M (U4G)

» 5.  Rebecca E (U5D)

1 2

3 4
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2 3 4

5 6 7

8 9

» 1. Rachel G (U6S)   » 2. Bethany T (U4S)   » 3. Catherine M (U5S)   » 4. Shona I (U5F)   » 5. Laila B (U5G)     
» 6. Matt N (U6S)   » 7. Sophie M (U5S)   » 8. Ruby L (U5D)   » 9. Matt N (U6S)
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FOOTBALL

2016 saw an expansion to the school football set up with a 
record 10 teams being fielded in competitions throughout 
the city and further afield. With the introduction of the new 
AFCCT leagues, the L3 team played 4v4 festivals every 
Saturday following on from their weekly lunchtime training 
session. The enthusiasm which these boys are showing from 
an early age is promising for the future. In L4-7 the boys 
have been competing in 7 a-side friendlies against schools 
of similar ability. It has been a great year with the majority of 
games being won and an excellent standard of play has been 
demonstrated throughout. The L5 team were entered into 
three competitive festivals across the year, they won all of their 
games in the Denis Law Championship, came second in the 
Kintore Gala and third in the North East of Scotland 7 a-side 
tournament playing against teams who were a year older 
than themselves. A great achievement which was matched 
by the L7 team who made it to the final of the North East of 
Scotland 7 a-side tournament, sadly losing out narrowly 2-0 to 
Kingswells. Lower School football is undoubtedly thriving and 
we looking forward to some more exciting fixtures next year.

In the Upper School the U13 team made it through to the last 
sixteen of the Scottish Plate competition, being beaten by the 
eventual runners-up St. Ninians High School. Unfortunately 
there were an abundance of football fixtures cancelled for 
all teams due to the wet season which impacted football 
across the region. However, efforts have been made to 
make sure this will not be the case again next season. 

Each team had a mixture of success and 
near frustration with the senior team 
coming ever so close to qualification to 
the national quarter finals once again.
They lost by the odd goal on three separate occasions when 
another three points would have seen them through.

We had representative success again with Josh M (U3D) being 
selected as a goalkeeper for the U15 Aberdeen Select and 
Aymen B (U6G) being called up to the Scottish Independent 
Schools National squad, a great achievement from both. 

TOP ROW: Ewan M, Ben H, Laurence B, Ben P, Philip O, 

Nathan M, Nate R. BOTTOM ROW: Andrew R, Alex A, 

Bailey M, Andreas J, Conrad M.
TOP ROW: Jake B, Finn B, Magnus L, Rhys C, Thomas P. BOTTOM ROW: Samuel C, Micah P, Aayaan J.

-L5 -

- L4 -

. RUGBY PLUS PROVIDES THE SCHOOL WITH PE AND GAMES KIT / WWW.RUGBYPLUS.COM .
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TOP ROW: Jack G, Jotham O, Daniel O, Ose O, Marcus C, Esama E. 
BOTTOM ROW: Iain P, Ikenna A, Lewis G, Ebube O, CJ O, Zikora A, 

Lucas M.

L3 L7
COMBINED

L7A L7B

SENIOR

U1 UNDER 14S

UNDER 15S

TOP ROW: Ramsay W, Zane B, Jamie Q, Andrew N Y, William L, 
Angus W, Jasper L. BOTTOM ROW: Raegan R, Joseph H, Patrick L, Sam H, 

Oliver K, Andrew H, Kai C. SITTING: Andrew J, Dylan D, Jamie G. 

TOP ROW: Patrick L, Jasper L, Ramsay W, 
Oliver K, Kai C. BOTTOM ROW: Raegen R, 

Jamie Q, Joseph H.

TOP ROW: Andrew J, Zane B, William L, Jamie G. 
BOTTOM ROW: Sam H, Andrew H, Dylan D, Angus W, Andrew N Y.

TOP ROW: Etienne D, Gregor D, Scott B, Mark D, Bolaji A. 
MIDDLE ROW: Euan M, Rory M, Oliver B, Euan W, 

Callum B. BOTTOM ROW: Viyom V, Alejandro C, Thomas K, 
Aymen B, Fin P, Jack C, Enoilubi F.

TOP ROW: Aaron B, Easy A, Matthew R, William B, Abraham A, 
Matthew D, Lewis W. BOTTOM ROW: Peter M, Maurizio dG-S, James A, 

James C, Cameron D.

TOP ROW: Kai T, Tobi F, Ze-Hong N, 
Alex B, Uche M, Liam T, Michael W. BOTTOM ROW: Thomas G, Eden G, 

Oscar L, Murray A, Bailey Y, Baptiste A, Edward F. 
SITTING: Max M, Finlay J, Douglas R.

TOP ROW: Josh M, Ross G, Meke M, Miles B, 
Alexander A, Joel Y. BOTTOM ROW: Andrew M, 

Zander K, Dylan B, Oilver N, Keaton B, 
Bobo I, Matthew L.
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UPPER 1 NETBALL

This year, the U1 netball team has 
achieved many personal and team goals. 
We have grown as a team and with 
help from our coaches Mrs Tinto, Miss 
Singleton and of course, Miss Innes, we 
have participated in the Scottish Cup, 
tournaments and games and got the 
opportunity to travel to new places. 

The season kicked off with an inter-
schools tournament where some 
of our rivals like RGC and Grammar 
attended. We narrowly lost to RGC 
but beat Westhill, Hazlehead and 
Cults. Our first competitive game was 
against Mackie Academy. They were 
a tough competition and we only lost 
16-1. However our spirits were not 
dampened and we were positive we 
would win our next game. Our positive 
attitude payed off and we won our next 
game against Mintlaw 17-5. The most 
enjoyable game for our team was against 
St George’s in Edinburgh because 
we got to travel away from home and 
bond with our teammates and coaches. 
However we sadly lost this game 10-8. 

L7 U1

U2 U3

TOP ROW: Adanma O, Anselma M, Laura P, Evie L, Annabelle C, 
Zoe B, Emma C. BOTTOM ROW: Claire B, Amelie W, Taya B, Charlotte B, 

Daphne A, Emma H, Lisa R. SITTING: Amy M, Leena S, Fay B.

TOP ROW: Tessa Y, Emmy C, Lydia A, Bahar G, Rebecca H. 
BOTTOM ROW: Larah M, Fadia B, Halle V-C, Lucy M, Keeva R.

Some personal achievements include
Natallia M (U1G) and Jessica C (U1D) 
making it into the U13 district training
programme and Camille D (U1G) and 
Lyndsay C (U1D) making it into the final 
round of the trial. Natallia has also been 
selected to trial for the U15 district team 
soon along with Lily M (U1S). Camille won 
Player of the Year and Jennifer M
(U1D) won Most Improved Player.

Overall, we have worked really hard this 
season and have come on as a team and 
we will be back stronger next season. 

 » Natallia M (U1G) 
 & Grace D (U1D)

UPPER 3 NETBALL

The junior netball squad has had 
a promising season. Everyone has 
worked extremely hard during training 
and pushed themselves to achieve 
improvement in all aspects of the 
game. Although we've had our ups 
and downs we have still managed to 
maintain a consistent team and this has 
helped us to become more confident.

This year we had the opportunity to 
compete in the Scottish Cup. Due to 
injuries we unfortunately didn't manage 
to qualify for the gold section. However, 
we were determined to succeed in 
the silver section, eventually making 
it to the semi-finals losing out to the 
overall winners, St Peter the Apostle. 
Our most challenging match was in 
the third section against Williamwood. 
At the end of the 3rd quarter we were 
losing by 5 goals but fought back in the 
final quarter to record a 20-18 victory. 

Two of our team, Abigail B (U3D) and Ella 
M (U3F), were selected to represent the
Aberdeen District U15s team. Gemma 
L (U3F) was awarded "Most Improved 
Player" and Ella M "Player of the Year".

We all thank Mrs Crawford, Lisa 
Singleton and Iona Grant for their 
excellent coaching and continued 
support throughout the year. We 
couldn't have done it without them. 

 » Ella M (U3F)

TOP ROW: Andree M, Zoe D, Martha S, Lynsey C.
BOTTOM ROW: Camille D, Jennifer M, Natallia Mi, 

Lily M, Jessica C.

TOP ROW: Rachel B, Abigail B, Eve L, Becky K. 
BOTTOM ROW: Gemma L, Jo L, Ella M, Alex S, Jessica D.
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SENIOR NETBALL

Netball has always been a big sport in Albyn and this year we 
have had great uptake and participation with many people 
attending training. The Senior team has had exceptional 
success. At the beginning of the year we qualified for the 
Gold Scottish Cup, which is a huge achievement for us. Being 
in the Gold section meant we faced more challenging teams, 
which has really helped develop our skills and confidence. 
We won many matches and had great success in the 
Aberdeen Schools tournament at the start of the year. It has 
been a really fun year and we have definitely grown closer 
and stronger as a team. Big thanks to Mrs Crawford and 
Miss Singleton for coaching and supporting us throughout 
the year, we could not have done it without you both! Well 
done to everyone in the team for all the hard work and 
commitment and thanks to Anna and Milly for being fab 
deputy captains. Good luck to next year’s Senior Team! 

 » Lydia N (U6G), Senior Netball Captain

ATHLETICS 

Athletics clubs in Albyn School have been more successful 
than ever in 2016. Participation levels have been at their 
highest ever and as a result there have been outstanding 
performances in a range of competitions throughout the year. 
With the chance to take part in a fitness session, six days of 
the week, most pupils are now taking part in at least one or 
more. The introduction of a Friday morning running club has 
seen more than forty pupils turning up to Hazlehead Park at 
0730hrs to do a session before school and there has been 
an even bigger group turn up every week for a lunchtime 
session. More and more pupils are beginning to attend 
speed training and fitness blast and seniors are encouraged 
to continue using the fitness suite in their free time. 

As a result of all of this hard work our teams were dominant 
at the Lathallan X-country Invitational event where we were 
the overall winning school. There were individual and team 
winners in almost every category and the success continued 
at the Albyn and RGC Invitational where there were over 
1600 competitors. We had four teams, each consisting of 
three members win their age category with a further two 
teams finishing as runners-up. We also had five individual 
participants who finished in the top five positions of their 
race. The Upper School boys’ team narrowly missed out on 
winning the annual Albyn Athletics Invitational, missing out on 
first place by just six points, the equivalent of just one race.

There were also successes at national level with six pupils 
qualifying from the Scottish Biathlon Championships to 
attend the British Championship in London. Kai C (L7G) 
won the U11 Scottish event and went on to achieve a very 
creditable eighth place in the British event. Rhys C (L5A) also
participated in the British Championship down in London
finishing overall twenty-eighth. A primary seven team consisting
of Kai C (L7G), Reagan R (L7G) and Finlay C (L7B) were 
Silver medal winners at the Scottish Primary Road Relay 
Championships and Ridwan T (U2F), Eden G (U2D), Tobi
F (U2D) and Lewis W (U1D) won Bronze at the Scottish 

School 4x100m relay Championships. Four boys finished in 
the top ten of the Scottish Pentathlon Championships and 
there were seven pupils who qualified for finals of individual 
track and field events at the National Championships 
in Grangemouth. A fantastic achievement by all.

TOP ROW: Melody A, Murray A, Meke M, Aymen B, Mark D, 
Gregor D, Viyom V, Toni C, Alia B. MIDDLE ROW: Ella M, Ailsa D, 

Michael W, Oli N, Megan B, Keaton B, Milly K, Niamh D, 
Hannah M, Sean D. BOTTOM ROW: Emma H, Joseph H, 

Jessica D, Lucy M, Alex S, Martha S, Toni S, 
Kai C, Iona B. SITTING: Grace M, Daniel S, Gemma L.

L5 CROss COUNTRY

ATHLETICS

Rhys C, Emma C, Magnus L, Laura D, 
Finn B, Katie J.

TOP ROW: Nicole P, Catherine M, Chloe P, Olivia J, Shona I, 

Eilidh M, Catriona B, Susan H, Hannah M. BOTTOM ROW: Annabel B, 

Grace M, Milly K, Lydia N, Zoe C, Anna D, Elle R.

"We won many matches and had 

great success in the Aberdeen Schools 

tournament at the start of the year."
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UPPER 2 HOCKEY

We are keen hockey players who enjoy playing and 
spectating Albyn matches. Even if we do not succeed 
we always leave with team spirit and a positive attitude. 
Every Thursday and Saturday all years from Lower 6 
to Upper 6 collaborate to for inclusive training session. 
It is great to see such a wide variety of enthusiastic 
players and so many younger pupils taking the 
opportunity to play with more experienced players. 
Over this season we have played an array of different 
teams including Dundee High, Robert Gordons and 
Shetland. Emily J (U2S) was awarded ‘Most Improved 
Player’ and Lauren R (U2S) was awarded ‘Player of 
the year’. We can’t express our thanks enough to our 
coaches and all the parents who have supported us.

 » Lauren R (U2S) 
 & Emily J (U2S)

L7

U2U1

U3 SENIOR

TOP ROW: Andree-Aislyn M, Milli Y, Zoe D, Grace D, Camille D, 
Jessica C. BOTTOM ROW: Natallia M, Jennifer M, Martha S, Loran M, 

Amy I, Steph Williams, Lyndsay C.

TOP ROW: Fay B, Taya B, Annabelle C, Anselma M, 
Daphne A, Charlotte B. BOTTOM ROW: Rachel F, Sarah W, Emma H, 

Evelyn L, Leena S, Iona B, Lisa R. 
SITTING: Amy M, Amelie W, Emma C, Gabrielle R.

TOP ROW: Naomi E, Fadia B, Rebecca H, Lucy M. 
BOTTOM ROW: Keeva R, Lauren R, Emily J.

TOP ROW: Becky K, Zoe W, Ella M, Rachel B. 
BOTTOM ROW: Alex S, Abigail B, Erin S, Gemma L, Eve L.

TOP ROW: Chloe P, Alia B, Eilidh M, Toni C, Shona I, Laura C, Laura T, 
Catherine M, Caitlin C. MIDDLE ROW: Anna F, Emma W, Niamh D, Milly K, 
Emma H, Hannah M, Sophie L, Jodie L, Ailsa D. BOTTOM ROW: Kirsty M, 

Grace M, Lydia N, Ruby L, Joanna B, Alison L, Abi W.
SITTING: Annabel B, Zoe C.
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GOLF 

The Albyn School Golf team has had a very successful season. 
The pupils have had the opportunity to take part in a large 
number of competitions over the past year. Within Aberdeen 
the team has taken part in the Aberdeen Schools Golf League, 
the Paul Lawrie Team Challenge and the Aberdeen Schools 
Stroke play Championships. The highlight of these events was 
when the team qualified for the semi-final of the Aberdeen 
Schools Golf League for the very first time narrowly losing to 
the eventual winners 2 and 1. Further afield pupils competed 
in the Loretto School Invitational Championships and also 
the St Leonards National Championships in St Andrews. The 
Links Cup this year took place in Aberdeen. The matches 
were played on some of the best courses in the North-East 
of Scotland and after some tremendous matches Albyn 
School did not win the Links Cup for a fourth year in a row but 
played exceptionally well. The golf at Albyn School continues 
to grow and with the opportunities to improve your game 
on a Monday afterschool at the Paul Lawrie Golf Centre I 
am sure further success in the future will not be far away!  

 

CRICKET

The Cricket season has proved extremely fruitful during the 
Summer Term. Lower 5 & 6 have trained hard at Mannofield 
on Wednesday evenings in preparation for the Scottish 
Quick Cricket National Qualifiers. The qualifiers were held 
in Inverurie where the team staved off tough competition 
to qualify for the National Finals to be held in Perth. A 
fantastic achievement in the team’s first competition. 

The Lower 7s have competed in three matches against 
Robert Gordon’s College, Lathallan & Gordonstoun winning 
all three matches. The Under 14s also played the same 
three Schools narrowly losing to RGC & Gordonstoun before 
winning in a nail-biting last over match against Lathallan.

All Lower 5 – Upper 3 pupils have benefitted from a 
new partnership with Aberdeenshire CC where our 
pupils have gained expert coaching, something which 
will help our teams moving forward in future years.

TENNIS

This season our Boys and Girls Tennis Teams both competed 
in the Scottish Schools Tennis Championships. The Girls had 
a tough first round losing 5-1 to RGC with Khushvita S (U5D) 
producing the standout result winning her singles tie. The 
Boys received a bye followed by a walkover before facing the 
top seeds and defending champions in Merchiston Academy. 
Despite the loss overall, Finn P (U4F) produced an outstanding 
performance against their Top seed losing narrowly 6-3, 6-4. 
The same player whom Finn played would go on to reach 
the Semi Finals of the adult National Championships a few 
weeks later, showing what an achievement this was by Finn.

Liam H, Harry W, Andrew W, 
Alistair K, Elliot C, Matthew L.

"The matches were played on some of the best courses in the North-East
of Scotland and after some tremendous matches Albyn School did not win
the Links Cup for a fourth year in a row but played exceptionally well"

TOP ROW: Euan M, Fin P, Shaan S, Peter E.  
BOTTOM ROW: Milly K, Gabe K, Sophia M, Lucy M, Khushvita S.

TOP ROW: Tiaan T, Jamie Q, Andrew J, Patrick L, Pranav TS, Finlay C.
BOTTOM ROW: Jasper L, Joseph H, Raegan R, Kai C, Andrew H, William C.
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SKIING

The skiers have enjoyed an excellent year competing in both local and national 
competitions throughout the year. The SSSA Autumn Dual Slalom Series events took 
place in October with a Primary Novice and Secondary Novice team both qualifying 
for the National Finals held in Glasgow at the Xscape indoor snow complex. Our 
Primary team finished second at the finals, a fantastic achievement.

The qualifiers provided much entertainment and medals with our very first medal in 
the Secondary Red category from Oliver B (U4S). Rebecca H (U2G) & Erin S (U3D)
finished 1st and 2nd respectively in the Secondary Female Novice category and 
some Albyn Teams also qualifying for the finals which were held at the Nevis Range 
resort near Fort William. Emma H (L7A) produced an outstanding performance in the 
Primary Novice Category on the day finishing 2nd overall in Scotland out of over 
60 participants competing at the Finals. Our Primary Novice Team finished a very 
creditable 5th from 11 teams in the Finals.

This year also witnessed our first ever Clan Skiing Ski Competition at Garthdee which 
yielded participants from both the Lower and Upper School battling it out in a Team 
Dual Slalom event. Stuart emerged victorious with an excellent mix of young and old.

The final ski event of the season once more witnessed our LS Ski Teams achieve 
success on the local stage in another Team Dual Slalom Competition. 4 Albyn teams 
were among over 30 teams to take part with Albyn finishing with the 2nd and 3rd 
quickest teams overall.

ROWING

I joined the rowing squad a year and a half ago, and from that 
day I have been happier, healthier and fitter. Rowing works all 
the muscles and teaches you vital skills for later life. I’ve gained 
muscles, skills but most importantly friends. The skills that I have 
learned definitely made my life that little bit easier.  We have 
competed in a few races this year and each race we are improving 
as a team. We train hard but we always make time to have a laugh 
and a joke as a team.  When we are not on the river we are training 
hard in the gym at school.  As a team we are strong and are not 
afraid of hard work.

I am sadly leaving Albyn and the rowing squad at the end of the 
year. I will miss Albyn but I think I will miss the rowing team more as 
we are one close family. I will cherish the memories and the skills 
that my coaches and friends have taught me. I will continue to row 
in my new school and pass on my knowledge. If I could give anyone 
advice it would be without a doubt that there is no ‘I’ in team.

 » Joe T (U2F)
On Wednesday 23rd March, the annual Albyn 

swimming gala took place at Northfield swimming 
pool where the School’s clans competed against 

each other in a series of different swimming events.

In the Upper School, Senior students nominated 
themselves from each of the clans to compete in 
the Gala whilst pupils from L7-U3 were selected 

to qualify during their Games lessons.

Throughout the afternoon there were many 
excellent performances but the pupil who stood 

out was Daniel S (U2G) who did exceptionally well 
by breaking 3 Albyn swimming records, two of 

which have remained unchallenged since 2009! 

1st » Gordon (80 points) / 2nd » Stuart (60 points)
3rd » Forbes (40 points) / 4th » Douglas (20 points)

TOP ROW: Fiona C, Modupe G-D, Ridwan T, Peter R, Joe T, Robbie G, James L, 
Amin J, Ben M. MIDDLE ROW: Mia S, Lisa M, Anselm M, India R, Molly T, 

Ewan H, Lily L, Zain S, Campbell T. BOTTOM ROW: Juan D, Lily M, Emma S, 
Euan G, Zany M, Vanessa A, Ilia T. 

TOP ROW: Matthew R, Oli N, Eilidh D, Joe T, 
Modupe G-D, Jamie Q. MIDDLE ROW: Louise B, Maurizio dG-S, 

Matthew R, Daniel S, Ailsa D, Charlotte M. 
BOTTOM ROW: Amy I, Iona B, Becky K, Miles B, Sarah R, Toni S, 

Andrew J.

TOP ROW: Tiaan T, Andrew J, William C, Laura P, 
Ramsay W, Taya B. BOTTOM ROW: Emma H, 

Raegen R, Joseph H, Dylan D, 
Jasper L, Amy M, Andrew H.

L7

TOP ROW: Keeva R, Elliot C, Oli N, Fin P, 
Sam K, Rebecca H, Eden G. 

BOTTOM ROW: Sophie R, Milly P, Oliver B, 
Erin S, Symonè S.

SENIOR

SWIMMING
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In the past 2 years, the School has taken part in the 
Independent Schools Ski Championship in Les Deux 
Alpes in France through Basecamp. This 5 day trip before 
Christmas has proved very successful for Albyn’s pupils. It 
is a great experience for those who are keen to improve 
on their racing skills and a fantastic opportunity to meet 
other skiers from different schools around the UK.

Being the only Scottish school that takes part in this 
competition, we have made our mark in the past 2 
years against different schools who have taken part 
in this competition for many years. Team Albyn did 
exceptionally well last December with a group of 
mixed experience Lower and Upper School pupils.  

On Friday the 11th of December, 12 Skiers, accompanied 
by 3 staff set off to the British Independent School’s Ski 
Championships held in the picturesque setting of Les 
Deux Alpes. Following on from a very successful first 
trip in 2014, ten of our skiers were competing again. 

The first day of the trip was spent travelling by plane and 
bus to Les Deux Alpes and getting kitted out with ski 
equipment ready to set off early in the morning for some 
intensive race training. The first two days were spent training 
with experienced ESF instructors preparing all 12 pupils 
perfectly for Monday and Tuesday’s races. On the first day 
of the races both our 6 juniors and 6 seniors had two runs 
of the Giant Slalom. There were some exceptional times and 
overall positions with Eden G (U2D) finishing a particularly 
credible 7th and Oliver B (U4S) collecting our first medal of 

Les Deux Alpes
SKI TRIP

the week finishing 3rd under 18 Boy, an incredible effort 
especially as he is still under 16. Elliot C (U5F) and Fin P 
(U4F) both did very well by improving their race times and 
places from 2014 with Elliot 6th and Fin 14th out of 60 
competitors in the Under 16s. Continuing the improvement 
on times from the previous year, Anthony T (U2G) beat 
his times by 21 seconds, while Joel R (U5D) shaved off 
7 seconds of his race times from 2014. Our senior team 
finished 6th in the Giant Slalom and 7th in the Slalom.

In the Junior Slalom Eden G (U2D) again led from the front 
(6th) with Sam M (U2S) racing very closely behind. Tiaan 
T (L7A) who was competing for the first time abroad also 
performed confidently. In the Girl’s event Keeva R (U2F) and 
Symone S (U2G) finished 16th and 17th respectively, which 
was an excellent shift of over 30 places for each. Tilly T (L6B), 
who was competing up an age group finished a brilliant 7th 
and like her brother was competing overseas for the first time. 

On the Tuesday morning, the seniors competed in 
the individual slalom while the juniors worked on skill 
development with the ESF coaches. Oliver B (U4S) again 
skied extraordinarily well and finished 2nd in the open 
category meaning that he came first in the Under 16 
category. Oliver was also the only male individual to podium 
in both domains. Sophie R (U3D) skied impressively in 
the Girl’s Slalom finishing 7th in the Open Girl’s out of 38 
competitors, which was a terrific achievement. All the pupils 
did very well and should be very proud of themselves!
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Sports Day 2016 was an action-packed, fun-filled day for 
over 350 participants and the many parents, grandparents, 
supporters and staff who took part in the event this year. 
Our Lower School pupils showcased their talents on three 
separate tracks, whilst the top athletes from Lower 7 to 
Upper 6 were competing in their respective championships 
following heats which had taken place in recent weeks. For 
some of our more senior pupils this was the climax of many 
months of training. With six separate athletics sessions now 
on offer to pupils at this time of the year, the standard of 
performances is getting stronger and stronger every year. Dr 
Tom Leeson, an elite athletics coach who was invited as the 
guest of honour on hand to present the trophies, commented 
on the improvements he witnessed at this year’s affair;

“Years ago when I first came to an Albyn School 
event it looked very different to this. The whole 
production is far more professional and the amount 
of time which is dedicated to improving the level of 

performance is notable at National events where 
Albyn pupils are now often competing for medals.”

The main event in the annual sporting calendar threw up 
the usual challenges for the younger athletes, with 'egg and 
spoon' and 'bean bag throwing' events causing both difficulty 
and delight. There was much drama as Milltimber substituted 
for the Rio Olympics for the morning but every single athlete 
representing the team country finished with a smile on 
their face and some with many award stickers to boot. 

As the events were running, Albyn School’s Parents 
Association made contributions to the off track entertainment 
with strawberries and cream being sold alongside the 
sweets, popcorn and candy floss stalls which were also 
available. 'The balloon Mannie' was completely out of puff 
as he produced animals, hats and swords out of nowhere 
to the delight of the crowd and Mr Ward himself had his 
car filled with balloons with people invited to take a guess 
at the number in order to raise funds for the cause. 

--2016 --

350 pupils took part in this years Sports 

Day held at the Milltimber Playing fields. 
Well done to Clan Gordon who were the 

overall winners of Sports Day 2016.
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In the school championships pupils had to compete in either 
five or six track & field events, and the competition was 
extremely close. The Senior categories were won by just a 
single point, with Bolaji A (U6D) and Milly K (U5D) topping the 
podium just ahead of Gregor D (U6G) and Megan B (U6D). 
Oli N (U3F) did well to hold off new boy Dylan B-A (U3S) 
as champion in the U3 event and there was also a strong 
performance from newcomer Sonnie I (U3S) coming third in 
a competitive U3 girls event which was won by Ella M (U3F). 
There were also championship wins for Murray A (U2S), Lucy 
M (U2F), Abraham A (U1S), Natallia M (U1G), William L (L7B) 
and Emma H (L7A) who all excelled on the day. With each 
and every event contributing towards the Clan Sports Shield, 
Gordon were the big winners as they ousted Stuart to top 
place and an overall lead in the Tosh Cup standings.

Mr McCulloch, Head of PE and Games, 
reflected on the day’s event;

“I was delighted with the efforts of absolutely everybody in 
making this event so special. There are countless hours of 
preparation which take place within the department and 
it is great that all staff are here on the day to help make 
it happen. It is the highlight of the year for a PE teacher 
and I'm sure that every spectator today would have been 
impressed with the performances from our young athletes. 
I think that we are improving the day as a whole from year 
to year and I think that it is important that the younger 
pupils enjoy their day and go home with happy memories 
both on and off the track. Everybody who won medals or 
stickers today should be very proud of themselves, they 
have earned them in some extremely tough competition.”

Mr McCulloch and the rest of the PE department would 
like to thank all the parents and spectators who came 
along to support the children and a big thank you to 
all the staff for their invaluable help on the day. 



92upper school

In the year of its Diamond anniversary the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award Scheme (DofE) continues to grow and flourish within
Albyn. DofE comprises of four sections: Volunteering, Skills, 
Physical and the Expedition (along with a Residential section 
for Gold). The first three require a weekly commitment of one 
hour for between three months and one year. By committing 
to a long term program of service to the community, by 
developing personal skills, by pushing themselves to their 
physical and mental limits, by learning leadership skills and
how to co-operate with each other, pupils at Albyn benefit 
hugely through DofE as does the wider community beyond 
the school gates.

 

VOLUNTEERING  

˙ Duke of Edinburgh ˙ 
AWARD SCHEME

“DofE has helped me get more involved in my school and local community”. 
“It develops skills like communication and teamwork”. “It has built 

up my confidence and improved relationships with my friends”.

charity shops, help out in community programs like Scouts/
Rainbows and old folk’s homes, as well as coaching younger 
pupils in numerous teams such as netball. We have examples 
of pupils who started their Bronze volunteering within their 
local Rainbows, continued this for Silver and by the end of 
Gold were leading the pack and continued to do so long 
after they received their Gold Award and left School. 

EXPEDITIONS  

At each level (Bronze for U3, Silver for U4 and Gold for U5 and 
U6) pupils are required to complete a Practice and Qualifying 
Expedition. Bronze Expeditions are held over two days and 
one night, giving pupils a taste of living in the outdoors. For 
many this is their first experience of sleeping in a tent; cooking 
outdoors; and developing skills of teamwork, leadership, 
navigation and support for others. For Silver a day and a 
night are added and at Gold pupils are self-sufficient for five 
days and four nights - a significant undertaking. All Bronze 
expeditions along with the Silver Practice expedition are 
organised in-house by the dedicated and experienced Albyn 
staff, along with support from OP’s (Outside Providers). Silver 
Qualifying and Gold expeditions are outsourced to an OP with 
whom the school has long and well developed links. Expedition 
locations include the Aboyne/Ballater area (Bronze), Lochnagar, 
Linn of Dee (Silver), Glen Tilt, Blair Athol and Chamonix (Gold).

There are seven annual expeditions between the three 
levels, a huge undertaking for those staff involved in the 
DofE program.

2,743 hours

£10,396

Albyn is immensely proud of the 2,743 hours of volunteering 
amassed by its pupils last academic year (figures from DofE 
Scotland), equating to a value of over £10,000, the majority 
of which goes into the wider community. Pupils volunteer in 

U6 DofE participants

Albyn School 
Contribution to the 
Local Community  

Value of participants’ 
contributions to their 
community through 
their Volunteering 
section. April 1 2014 
to March 31 2015.
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A personal highlight this year was the opportunity to 
travel to Chamonix in August 2015 with 23 pupils to 
complete their Gold Qualifying expedition. Alison Culshaw 
our OP met the group at Geneva airport with her team 
and over the following week pupils were initially trained 
and then completed their expedition within the Mont 
Blanc area. Pupils found the expedition challenging and 
very different to their previous experiences in Scotland. 
All successfully completed and they were a credit to 
Albyn with many positive comments by their assessors 
and the staff at their accommodation in Chamonix.

NEWS

Pupil numbers remain extremely strong reflecting the 
popularity of DofE at Albyn. Sign ups this year were: 
Bronze 72/74, Silver 45/70, Gold 26/71. This represents 
a total of 70% of pupils in U3-U5 choosing to participate. 
In addition there are 20 pupils in U6 who are working 
to complete their Gold. This is amongst the top rates 
of participation rates in Scotland and the UK. By mid-
May, since the start of the academic year, 71 pupils 
have completed a Bronze (35), Silver (21) or Gold (15) 
Award. These are celebrated with the presentation 
of certificates at Assembly and the presentation of 
Headmasters Colours (in recognition of their community 
service) for those who achieve their Gold award. 

Mr Blunsdon was asked to present at the Independent 
Schools DofE Managers conference in early November 

on how Albyn uses its OP’s (Outside Expedition Providers). 
Albyn was one of four schools which presented to the other 
30 Independent schools in attendance. Mr Blunsdon also 
attended the 60th Anniversary celebrations at Buckingham 
Palace in May to see FP Isabelle Rayner receive her Gold 
Award from “Loose Women” celebrity Andrea McLean. 5,500 
attended the event from across the UK, in attendance were 
the Duke of Edinburgh himself along with the Duke and 
Countess of Wessex. Other celebrities who were spotted 
included chef Marcus Wareing and actress Anna Friel.

Mr Macklin completed the Expedition Assessors Accreditation 
Scheme in May, which allows him to now assess our pupils at 
all levels. Other staff will be completing this course next year.

All levels have now completed their Practice expeditions 
with Bronze having also completed their Qualifying 
expedition. Silver and Gold will do this in August and August/
September respectively. Then start again for another year!

Without the leadership and dedication 
of our DofE staff the Award could 
not run. Ms Hudson (Bronze), Mrs 
Imlah (Silver), Mr Blancke, Mr Downie, 
Mr Macklin and Mr Thompson. We 
especially wish Mr Downie well as he 
moves to Dundee High and thank him 
for his contribution to Bronze and 
Silver over the last four years.

 »  John Blunsdon
  DofE manager 



94upper school

THE BURNSIDE CUP

The final of the 2016 Burnside Cup was held on the 1st 
June. The Burnside Cup is open to all first to third years 
and is designed to help younger pupils to develop key 
debating skills. This year was particularly iconic as it marked 
a decade of the Burnside Cup and we were delighted 
to have Mr David Burnside himself on the judging panel 
alongside Ms Jo Hardie and our Headmaster Dr Ian Long.

After some very stimulating heats on superheroes, the 
motion for this year’s final was “This House Believes we 
should be ‘Keeping Up with the Kardashians’” and explored 
the impacts of following fashion, trends and fads.

Matthew R (U3F) and Grace D (U1D) spoke excellently, 
delving into the complex themes of the psychology behind 
the ‘sheep mentality’ and the financial burden imposed 
by the need to keep up to date. However, the overall 
winners were Stephanie W (U3G) and Robbie G (U2G).

&

SOCIETY

LITERARY & 
DEBATING 
SOCIETY

Stephanie and Robbie were an animated team with, 
ultimately, a winning blend of facts and humour. Stephanie 
opened by discussing the beneficial effects of celebrity 
culture in breaking down class and racial divides. Later, 
Robbie demonstrated how fashion allows the modern world 
to be as diverse and vibrant as it is while establishing that 
some fads, such as the ‘horseless carriage’ a.k.a. the car, 
have become an integral and invaluable part of our lives.

Following a tightly fought competition 
at such a high level, debating at 
Albyn looks set to reach yet greater 
heights in the years to come.  

 »  Euan G (U5G)

'It's better to debate a question without settling it 

than to settle a question without debating it.'

Joseph Joubert

'Debate and divergence of views can only 
enrich our history and culture.'Ibrahim Babangida

'Don' t raise your voice,Improve your argument'
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Pupils taking part in this year’s Young Enterprise Company 
Programme began the year by carrying out market 
research and assuming company roles that best matched 
their skill set. After much deliberating, the company 
Noir et Blanc developed chalkboard products including 
dipped wineglasses, clipboards, hanging plaques and 
Christmas decorations. Illuminate specialised in high 
quality and decorated scented candles. Vntg Rcrds 
created bowls and clocks from old vinyl records. This 
team were particularly enterprising as through contacting 
Northsound 1 Radio they managed to acquire nearly 300 
vinyls that the station were planning to throw away!

Young Enterprise

After a busy few months painting, gluing and shaping as well 
as deciding on marketing strategies and pricing our teams 
were ready to face the public. Their first selling opportunity 
came at the Inverurie Indoor Market where from first thing 
in the morning the teams were battling for sales. A highlight 
of the Young Enterprise calendar is the Westhill Trinity 
Church Christmas Fair, and this year was no exception. 

With stalls placed in every nook and cranny of the Church, 
the bustling atmosphere fair was a great opportunity to sell 
for our teams as well as pick up a few Christmas presents!

It was then time to count the pennies! 
All of our teams made a profit for 
their hard work with the teams almost 
selling out of all of their stock.
Six members of the Young Enterprise teams took on the 
additional challenge of entering the Young Enterprise 
exam in conjunction with the University of Strathclyde. 
For the exam candidates must demonstrate what they 
have learned throughout their YE process. Candidates 
can receive a Pass, Credit or Distinction. Congratulations 
go to our Upper 5 pupils: Chloe P (U5S), Laila B (U5B), 
Laura C (U5F) and Rebecca M (U5F) who all achieved 
a Credit in their exam and a very special well done to 
Khushvita S (U5D) and Katherine B (U5F) who both achieved 
the highest grade of Distinction. Congratulations!

2015 - 2016



The Youth and Philanthropy Initiative has had a big impact 
within Albyn School. The YPI project is an international 
programme designed to support young people in developing 
community awareness and important employability 
skills. Pupils are taught about philanthropy and charity 
through a hands-on experience that highlights the positive 
impact that the pupils can have on their community.

Upper 3 pupils work in small groups to research local 
social concerns. Each group identifies the charity which 
they believe is best placed to make a positive change. 
Some of the charities which pupils have supported during 
the past 8 years have been Rape and Abuse, Aberdeen, 
Friends of the Special Nursery, Penumbra, Horseback 
UK, Somebody Cares, Grampian Womens Aid and 
SensationALL. Meeting with the charity representatives 
is the part of the project which pupils really enjoy.

One pupil reflected on their YPI experience “Small 
charitable gestures (not just donating but raising awareness 
too) can make a big impact on the community”.

PhilanthropyYOUTH - &- 

Another pupil stated, “YPI has allowed me to get a better 
understanding of the perspective, commitment and 
hard work of all the charities and their volunteers”.

This session, Imogen B (U3G), Josh M (U3D), Oli N (U3F) 
and Stephanie W (U3G) ran a bake sale and raised 
£153 for Cairns Counselling. Melody A (U3S), Alex S 
(U3S) and Zoe W (U3D) organised an intergenerational 
quiz for the members of the local Scottish War 
Blinded group. This was a fun event with prizes!

The 2016 YPI Presentation Final project took place on 
Thursday 24th March in the Assembly Hall. We were 
delighted to welcome parents and charity representatives 
to the event. The charities which were represented were -

» All Shapes and Sizes, Cairns Counselling, 
CALICO, Grampian Womens Aid, North East 
Eating Disorders (NEEDS), Penumbra, Social Bite, 
Somebody Cares and TLC Befriending scheme.

The group representing CALICO were the winners of the £3,000 
award. Dobry A (U3G), Karis C (U3F), Jessica D (U3G) and Mark Y 
(U3G) presented the cheque to Mr Harcus of CALICO.

£24,000 donated, 530 pupils participating, over 25 different local charities, 
8 years commitment, and 4 enthusiastic teachers!

initiative

96upper school



97upper school

The Fairtrade group has been amazingly busy this session. Activities organised have been 
a Bake Off competition, monthly chocolate sales, fairtrade stall at the ASPA Fayre and RBS, 
Queens Cross branch, our Assembly, Fair Trade Breakfast at Queens Cross Church and of 

course our popular fairtrade stalls for Valentine’s, Easter, Mother’s and Father’s days.

Sara Marienfeld, our German assistant, joined us this session. She said, “What impresses me is the pupils’ 
independence and their professionalism in the way they think about projects and put them into action.”

Pupils thoroughly researched the issues with Fairtrade and speakers were invited in to the 
school to teach the importance of supporting farmers and creative groups overseas. Profits from 

fairtrade sales have been given to the Breadmaker, Aberdeen, Eswatini Kitchen, Swaziland, 
Kraftaid – from Koolskools, Tumaini Fund and Famine Relief for Orphans in Malawi. 

We loved the idea of “sitting down for breakfast” with our local community and hosted a joint Fairtrade 
breakfast at Queens Cross Church with Eco group in February. We felt that raising awareness about Fairtrade 

would encourage people to “stand up for farmers” and it was the start of the Fairtrade Fortnight too! We 
contacted suppliers to enquire about donations for the breakfast. The Eco group encouraged us to think about 
local suppliers and they had church volunteers making bread and preserves. We had a Fairtrade stall and the 
Co-operative organised a fairtrade tasting stall too! We know that after trying the Fairtrade foods some people 

were willing to think about changing their shopping habits as they bought Fairtrade foods and products.

Our school group is filled with committed young people (12-18yrs) and 3 enthusiastic members 
of staff plus lots and lots of ideas. The Albyn Fairtrade group is fun and definitely fair!

> Albyn < 

Fairtrade 
GROUP

Our Fairtrade Assembly with guests 
from the local community

the group!
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Activities week provides our pupils with the opportunity to travel to many
different places both in and outside of the UK. Read on to find out what it’s 

like to go kayaking in Croatia, visiting the Sagrada Familia in Barcelona, 
and segwaying in Aberdeen! These are only to name a few of the trips!!

Iceland
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My favourite two days in Barcelona 
were Tuesday and Wednesday. On the 
Tuesday we went by bus to a waterpark 
called Waterworld in Lloret de Mar. 
Once we got there we basically had 
the whole park to ourselves which was 
great. The park was huge and we went 
on every slide. My favourite was the 
Speed Slide as you could race your 
friends and slide down fast on mats. 
The next day was really good. We went 
to Barcelona FC’s football stadium Nou 
Camp in the morning. It was amazing 
as we got a tour round. My favourite 
part of the tour was the museum as 
you got to see all the trophies.

 »  Findlay J (U2G)
  

ßarcelona

We had a brilliant trip to Barcelona. 
On the first day we were very busy. 
We started with a tour of the Picasso 
Museum seeing his work from age 
7 onwards. After that we headed to 
Parc Citadell where lots of us went 
on rowing boats in the pond before 
exploring the grounds. We spent the 
afternoon in the zoo which was huge, 
with every animal you could think 
of. On Monday, we had a very early 
start to Parc Guell to see some Gaudi 
architecture before a chocolate tasting 
workshop at the Chocolate Museum. 
We ate a lot of chocolate! Lunch was 
on Las Ramblas before heading to see 
Sagrada Familia, the unfinished church 
Gaudi is famous for. On Wednesday 
we had a brilliant day. The Nou camp 
tour was brilliant with lots of places to 
see inside the stadium. We then had 
an afternoon at Barcelonetta Beach 
before heading to the Aquarium. On 
the last day we had an interesting 
look around the Science Museum and 
lunch at Hard Rock Café. Once we got 
home, we found out we had walked 
and ran nearly 130km in the five days!

 »  Keaton B (U3D)

On Tuesday of Activities Week we 
headed to the ‘Best Waterpark in 
Europe’. We got there for opening 
and were super excited. 

We were told the ground rules 
and let loose in the park. We split 
up and my group headed to a sort 
of steep slide that didn’t look too 
scary, BAD IDEA! Water went 
everywhere and I couldn’t breathe, 
once it was over it felt awesome. 

The thrill and rush was great. My 
favourite ride was Xtreme Mountain as 
you went on in pairs, it had just the right 
amount of thrill and let’s say I went on 
it way too much. It was a great day.

 »  Lydia A (U2G)

"My favourite ride was Xtreme Mountain as you went on in pairs, it had just the right 
amount of thrill and let’s say I went on it way too much. It was a great day."
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31 pupils were packed and ready. The flights to Croatia 
seemed swift and we had arrived at our first destination. It 
was at Split where we experienced our first taste of Croatian 
history and culture. Here we visited the Diocletian Palace 
where we entered the golden, bronze, silver and iron gates. 
The experience was both educational and interesting, “I felt 
like I was immersed in the past” Erin S (U3D). In the evening 
we performed ‘Strip the Willow’ to live music and curious 
onlookers in the Palace courtyard, bringing a bit of Scottish 
culture to the small Croatian city on the Adriatric coast.

A large ferry transported us to the island of Vis. Although most 
of us enjoyed the ride, a few people felt a bit queasy but this 
was all forgotten when we caught sight of the stunning island 
of Vis. Vis is a beautiful and small limestone island, yet there 
was still plenty to do and see. We got a better glimpse of the 
island through our first excursion, a hike through the hills. This 
was only the start of our challenging but fun experiences, 
however these experiences made us grateful for our 
surroundings and opportunities.  

On the island we had three fun filled days doing mountain 
biking, sea kayaking and rock climbing. Our time in Croatia 
was truly incredible and was certainly an experience that none 
of us will ever forget! 

CLIMBING:

With our day bags packed and the Land Rovers set to go 
we made our way to the towering red rocks in the scorching 
Croatian heat. Upon arrival our instructors inspired us to haul 
ourselves up the cliff face with our team mates motivating 
us from the ground. We all (even Mrs Milne) succeeded in 
climbing the ‘colossal’ rock face to reach our goal. Next 
up was the incredible abseil from a cave high in the cliffs. 
Leaving Mrs Milne to selflessly ‘motivate’ the team from the 
safety of the ground, in groups we trekked through the dark 
military bunkers heading steeply upwards through the rock 
towards the glorious light at the end of the tunnel. Looking 
down made all of our knees shake or gave us the ‘Elvis legs’ 
as our guide Pinot said. Jaws dropped and eyes widened 
as we were attached to our lifeline rope which we clung to 
violently. Dropping only about ten metres we were stopped to 
take a #selfie which will be one of the best memories of our 
lives. Even once we touched the ground we were still in awe 
of the breath taking view which surrounded us and thought 
that we had truly accomplished the unthinkable and as a team 
we were proud of every single person (even Mrs Milne!).
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Croatian
A

Adventure

“I had an amazing time with my friends on 
a stunning island – activities week was, in a 
word, perfect.” » Steph W (U3G)

by  Alan Thompson
Head of Design 
and Technology
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MOUNTAIN BIKING:

First of all we expected the route to be easier than it actually 
was. The best part of the route was a 13 km road downhill 
to the town of Komiza. The views were spectacular with 
the sun and the sea. However the next section was the 
hardest part – a 4 km climb uphill with hair pin bends. The 
two committed bikers, Abi and Jamie managed to cycle the 
whole thing without stopping to push their bikes. Meanwhile 
Imogen threatened to throw her bike at Craig our tour 
guide but luckily she didn’t. The end of the route was a 6 
km downhill stretch which we were all thankful for and by 
the end we were all really tired but at least in good shape.

FACTS: TOTAL JOURNEY 36 KM,  
UPHILL 18KM, DOWNHILL 18 KM.

KAYAKING:

On Wednesday our group went kayaking. In double sea 
kayaks we set off from the harbour. At first we struggled 
unsure exactly how to paddle. But after a while we adapted 
and started to enjoy ourselves. We kayaked into the green 
cave, the journey there involved battling against strong 
waves which swept us further away from each other! The 
green cave, named for the hole in the roof which allows the 
sunshine in to light up the cave and water to an amazing aqua 
green colour for a short time every day. It was lovely although 
we had a bit of trouble getting out of the cave! Everyone 
really enjoyed the kayaking, even if they did get a bit wet.

Dobry A (U3G): I liked being in the kayak by myself, it was much 
better than being in the double. It gave me a sense of freedom.

Alexa S (U3D): Kayaking would not be something I would 
immediately think would be for me. Yes, I did struggle at the 
start but after switching partners I was in a much better role 
and felt more comfortable. The real star of the day was Dobry 
who was incredible, even in the single, we were all kayaking 
in his wake!

Overall we all had so much fun learning and experiencing 
everything on the stunning island of Vis. We are all so thankful 
for the opportunity.

The best part of the route was a 13 km 
road downhill to the town of Komiza. 
The views were spectacular with the 
sun and the sea. 
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Iceland is a magical place˙ 
This was the school’s third trip and each time pupils and staff 

alike are blown away by the dramatic topography and spectacular 
scenery. Our trip explores all of the diverse landscapes.

The natural resources makes Iceland virtually carbon neutral in 
their energy needs. Of course, there is always time for a little fun and 

relaxation. One notable highlight this year - two humpback
whales, mother and calf, were spotted just out of the harbour on our whale 

watching trip and Miss Blair was especially glad of the calm seas!

_
CLASS OF 2016

Iceland
Trip

Whale 
Watching

Braving 
the Cold !

Beautiful 
Scenery
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SOUTH SHORE DAY 
Monday 23 May

EYJAFJALLAJÖKULL
the volcano that closed Europes 

airspace for 6 days in 2010.

SKÓGAFOSS WATERFALL
which is more than 200ft high.

REYNISHVERFI
a black sand beach with views of 

sea stacks off the headland.

DYROLAEY
a peninsular with a good example of an arch.

SÓLHEIMAJÖKULL
a glacier tongue that lies south of 

the Mýrdalsjökull Glacier.

SELJALANDSFOSS WATERFALL
It is possible to walk behind the falls.

Harnessing
geothermal energy

Coastal boy band Litlanesfoss

Skogafoss 
with friends

Gullfoss

Airport 
aerobics

Sulphur pools 
Myvatn



We travelled to Abernethy Ardgour by bus and ferry. The ferry only took 5 minutes and took us across to the 
Ardnamurchan Peninsula which was the most scenic place I had ever been to. After our long journey we arrived and 

did team building activities (Cross the Canyon, Shipwreck and The Seesaw) with the instructors. On the Tuesday 
we did a mountain walk. I didn’t think it looked that high but we went up three peaks at 510m, 560m and 715m 

above sea level. At the top there were the remains from a plane that crashed on top of the mountain in the 1950s. 
Some of the metal had rusted away to almost nothing but other parts still looked shiny and new. We could see the 

snow topped peak of Ben Nevis not too far away. On Wednesday we did kayaking which was fun and some people 
capsized! It was hard to make the kayak go in a straight line and we paddled out to an island with a birds nest and 
saw purple jelly fish in the water. In the afternoon we did climbing and abseiling. There was one side of the rock 

face that I found particularly challenging to climb as it was practically flat and had lots of moss on it. Nevertheless 
I managed to climb to the top. It was different from what I was expecting because I had never climbed outdoors 

before. The abseiling was the best bit but when I was going over the edge it was very daunting. On Thursday we 
did zip wire and archery. The zip wire was exhilarating and I went down it backwards and blindfolded! We also did 

gorge walking and as we conquered the slippery rocks we realised it was very different to what we expected.

 

Loran M (U1G), Zoe D (L5B), Temisan E (U1G), 
James A (U1S) & Harris M (U1G)
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Abernethy  ardgour 
_

ACTIVITIES WEEK 
2016
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THE ZIP WIRE WAS 
EXHILARATING AND 
I WENT DOWN IT 
BACKWARDS AND 
BLINDFOLDED! 
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Scottish 

Our Albyn pupils have been oot an' aboot exploring Bonny Scotland 
and taking part in some adventurous activities 

close to home and beyond. 
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London

During Activities' week a group of twenty Upper 1 pupils 
accompanied Mrs Walker, Mrs Tannock and Mrs Webster 
on a trip to the nation's capital. We visited the Natural 
History Museum, The Tower of London and Covent Garden 
and we rode on the London Eye. The highlights of our 
trip, however, were the three West End shows which 
we were lucky enough to see during our stay. Here the 
pupils have recounted their impressions of the shows:

Wicked > on Tuesday evening we travelled from Russell 
Square to Victoria on the Tube. The show was being 
presented at the Victoria Apollo theatre which was just next to 
the underground station. The theatre was lit up in bright green 
and this set the scene for the show. Wicked is the prequel 
to the Wizard of Oz and tells the story of what happened 
before Dorothy landed in Oz. The main characters of the story 
are Elphaba, the Wicked Witch of the East and Glinda the 
Good. We see them arrive at University where Elphaba is the 
outsider because of her green skin, but Glinda is everyone's 
favourite. The show is packed with hits like Defying Gravity 
and Popular. We were particularly impressed 
by the costumes 

and set and all of the characters had amazing voices. This 
was a very good first show to see and even by the end of 
the week, it was still the favourite of quite a few of us.

Les Miserables > we attended the matinee performance of Les 
Miserables at the Queen's Theatre. We were fortunate enough 
to have excellent seats in the middle of the stalls and soon 
settled down to watch the show. The show is set in France 
in the 1800s and the principal character is Jean Valjean. 
Valjean is imprisoned for stealing a loaf of bread to feed his 
ailing nephew. The story follows his path to redemption. The 
singing voices were breathtaking and as the story unfolds 
we really begin to connect with the characters. Many of the 
songs in Les Miserables are well known. I Dreamed a Dream 
and On My Own were particularly powerful and emotive. 
Many of us were so moved by the performance that we were 
in tears. The entire ensemble was exceptionally talented 
and the set was particularly impressive, particularly when the 
barricades were erected. Les Miserables is the ideal show to 
watch if you want to see epic love stories and heartbreak and 
learn about the struggles of living in France in the 1800s.

Matilda > On our final night we went to the Cambridge 
Theatre to see Matilda. It was a thoroughly enjoyable and 
mesmerising production with a very fast pace. Matilda is about 
a little girl who is extremely smart and has special powers. She 
is bullied and neglected by her family who would rather have 
a son. They do not encourage her to do well and ridicule her 
for reading. The set for this show is spectacular and the props, 
for example the desks, pop up through the floor of the stage.

Many of the actors in the show are children and we 
were so impressed by their talent. Our favourite song 
was When I Grow Up because of the choreography. The 
children were on swings and flew out into the audience. 
Overall, Matilda was a fantastic production and we would 
recommend it to anyone of any age. It was certainly a 
great way to round off a brilliant week in London.

 »  Lily M (U1S), Jennifer M (U1D), Amy I (U1D),  
  Stephanie W (U1G), Holly G (U1F), Emmah C (U1F)   
  & Louisa T (U1G).

< London >
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*  Off to catch the Hogwarts Express!  *
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@Rathbones1742

Rathbone Brothers Plc

Rathbones is one of the 
UK’s leading providers of 
investment management 
services to private clients, 
charities and trusts.
Whether you are saving for your children’s 
education or your own retirement,
we provide a personalised investment 
management service designed to meet 
your individual requirements.

“An investment
in knowledge pays 
the best interest”
Benjamin Franklin

For more details please contact
Meera Dennis on 01224 218 180

@Rathbones1742

Rathbone Brothers Plc

Rathbone Investment Management is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the
Prudential Regulation Authority.

The value of investments and income arising from them may fall as well as rise and you might get back less than you 
originally invested.
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