Class Music, Extra-Curricular Music and Individual Music Lessons in the 

Upper School at Albyn School

 22 August 2011
Dear Parent,
I thought it might be helpful to provide you with information concerning, class music lessons and extra-curricular music activities and individual instrumental and singing lessons.

Class Music Lessons

In Upper I and 2, pupils will receive one period of Music per week. This lasts 40 minutes. In these lessons pupils will add to their skills of reading music by playing keyboard through our own keyboard course.  They will also work on the theory of music. This will be set as homework. Pupils will also study units of work. In Upper 1 the Music of Scotland and Blues and Jazz will be covered. Upper 2 will be spent working through Musical Theatre through the Ages and An Introduction into the use of Music Technology and Midi Sequencing. Pupils will also work on basic drumming skills and there will be a Unit of Group performing- instrumental and vocal done at the end of every second term to consolidate work learned during that time. All work will be monitored weekly through their own profile books. This will help them celebrate their success and ensure that they make ‘next steps’ for themselves each week. If pupils do not opt to study Music as an examined subject at the end of Upper 3, they continue to have class music lessons in Upper 3 and 4.
Instrumental Tuition
In addition to singing lessons, the following instruments are taught by peripatetic music teachers during the school day or immediately after school:

Voice 

Strings

                       

Violin, Viola, Cello

Woodwind

                      
Flute, Oboe, Clarinet, Saxophone, Bassoon

Brass


                      
Trumpet, Cornet, French horn, Trombone,

                                                                                                                        Tuba 

 Piano

Guitar

Percussion                                    
All pupils must cover drum kit, glockenspiel/   

                                                     
 Xylophone and all untuned percussion.

When selecting another instrument or instruments for your child to play I would advise the following points to be considered:

1. It is important that the pupil has a real desire to play an instrument.

2. There is no rush to begin playing an instrument although piano and strings are often started around Lower 3-4. It is essential to have a piano at home if your child wishes to receive piano lessons.
3. Sufficient practice time for each instrument needs to be scheduled into your child’s week.

4. If your child is finding the recorder quite tricky, or is reluctant to practise, it would be unwise to consider starting another instrument.

5. Instrumental and Singing Lessons taken during the school day are generally done using a rota system. Your child would be coming out of class to attend their lesson. The time they must attend will be written on the Music Instrumental Tuition Board which is located in the Music Department.
6. Singing lessons usually start from Lower 7 upwards.

7. Woodwind, Brass and Guitar usually start from Lower 5.

Some instruments belonging to School are available free of charge for use in these lessons. The cost of instrumental and singing lessons varies from teacher to teacher as the instructors are self-employed. These fees are not included in your school fees. They are invoiced separately by the individual teachers.

Extra-Curricular Music Activities

Full Orchestra

Our Full Orchestra is all instrumentalists receiving instrumental lessons within school that play strings, woodwind, brass and percussion. This may be from Grade 2 standard, but this will be advised by the instrumental tutor. Each level will be differentiated through each part eg. Violin 1,2 3 etc. This will be conducted by Mr McDermott and meet on Wednesday from 4-5pm in Miss Pike’s room.

We now have 2 instrumental ensembles here at Albyn School- String Orchestra and Wind Band.

String Orchestra

String Orchestra, from Grade 2 – 8 is conducted by Ms Karen Addison and will rehearse in Miss Pike’s room (D1) on Thursday lunchtime at 1pm. 

Wind Band

Wind Band (which supersedes the Blues Band) is conducted by Mrs Karen Cooper. This will rehearse on Monday lunchtime at 1pm. Attendance to this is at the discretion of Instrumental Tutors.
Vocal Ensemble

This is a choir with a balance of voices - male and female, for soprano, alto, and tenor and bass. This is our only tested choir and in the coming week, all pupils in the Upper school are welcome to audition for this. Please note that there are limited spaces available. This meets on a Wednesday at 1pm and pupils should bring a packed lunch. Pupils who are chosen for this group will be highlighted in many extra performances throughout the year and will perform in an exclusive concert in the Cowdray Hall in March.
The Auditions for this will be as follows: (to be held in Miss Pike’s room)
Wednesday 24 August 2011    1-1.30pm UI-3 New members welcome

Thursday 25 August 2011
  1-1.30pm U4-6 New members welcome

Upper School Choir

If you are unsuccessful in Vocal Ensemble you are all welcome to take part in the Upper School Choir. This meets on Friday at 1.10pm in Miss Pike’s room. (D1)
Treble Recorder

There will also be an Upper School Recorder Group for more experienced players. The Treble recorder groups will commence in the next few weeks once a suitable break time is found.
Ceilidh Band

One of our senior pupils will lead our Ceilidh Band this year- Miss Julie Marshall. Julie would encourage piano, string, flute, whistle, accordion, drum kit, guitar and bass guitar players to come along. These should be at Grade 4 standard. This meets as the same time as the String Orchestra however you are welcome to attend both on a rotation by arrangement with Miss Pike.
Cantabile

Cantabile is a small jazz/contemporary vocal group. This is a pupil-led group. New members are welcome to audition. Information about this will be through form business.
If your son/ daughter is continuing lessons from last year, please ensure that he/ she writes his/ her name on the appropriate sheet on the Instrumental Tuition notice board in the Music Department by Tuesday 23 August at 4.00pm. 

I have attached a pro-forma if your son/ daughter requires NEW instrumental lessons. This must be filled in and handed to the Director of Music by Wednesday 24  August at 4.00pm. 

Whether or not you applied for lessons last year, you must still fill in a new request form. 
Yours sincerely,
Miss Laura Pike

Director of Music
[image: image1.emf]
Albyn School Music Department

Request for Instrumental Lessons

Name of Pupil…………………………………………………………………………

Form Class……………………………………………………………………………

Instrument requested………………………………………………………………..

Any previous experience in this instrument? (please circle)                     Yes/ No

If yes, to what level?  (Grades achieved, etc.)…………………………………….

Do you have your own instrument? 




      Yes/ No

Name of previous teacher…………………………………………………………….

I ………………………………….(the parent ) request that my son/ daughter obtain instrumental lessons. I am aware that my son/ daughter will be auditioned or tested by both Miss Pike and the appropriate instructor if a place is available and am also aware that the fees for lessons are not included in the School fees.

Signature of Parent……………………………………………………………
Date………………………………………………………………………………………
